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In a broad sense Kartvelology embraces study aof Georgian culture, history
and all fields of the humanities: linguistics, literary criticism, art, archacology,
folklore, ethnograply, soarce study.

“The Kartvelologist” fs & bilingual (Georgian and English) academic journal,
covering all spheres of Kartvelological schalarship. Along with Introducing
scholarly novelties in Georgian Studies, it aims at popularization of essays of
Georgian researchers on the international level and diffusion of fareign
Kartvelological scholarship in Georgian schalarly circles.

“The Kartvelologist” issues both in printed and electronic form. In 1993~
2009 it came out only in printed form (#1-15). The publisher is the “Centre for
Kartvelian Studies® (TSU), financislly supported by the “Fund of the
Kartvelological Schoal”. In 2011-2013 the journal is financed by the Georgian
Natiansl Science Fund with a grant (Rostaveli Fund).

The Editorial Board: The foreign authors, together with their Georgian
colleagues, are members of the Editorial Board of The Kartvelologist, taking an
active part in shaping the scholarly style and form of the journal, authors of
papers, occasionally reviewers of papers to be published, and popularizers in their
home countries and scholarly centres of topics of Georgian Studies.

Editor-in-Chief: Elguja Khintibidze;
Editor of the English text: Arrian Tchanturia.

Bakhtadze, Michsel (History) - Georgia; Beymen, Bert (Rustvelology) -
Philadelphia, USA; Boeder, Winfried (Linguistics) — Germany; Buachidze, Gaston
(Kartvelology) - France; Chikhladze, Nino (History of Georgian Art) — Georgia;
Chotiwary-Jinger, Steffi (Georgian literature) - Germany; Doborjginidze, Nino
(Linguistics) — Georgia; Enoch, Reuven (The Georgian language, Georgian-
Hebrew cultural contacts) — Israel; Faharich, Heinz (Georgian linguistics) —
Germany; Kojima, Jasuhiro (Kartvelian languages) — Japan; Kudava, Buba (Study
of Manuscripts) — Georgia; Licheli, Vakhtang (Archaeology) — Georgia;
Magarotto, Luigi (Georgian literature) — Italy; Melikishvili, Damana (The
Georgian language) — Georgia; Nikoleishvili, Avtandil (Georgian literature) —
Georgia; Nocun, Przemyslaw (Archaeology) — Poland; Outtier, Bernard (Medieval
Studies) — France; Ratiani, Irma (Literary criticism) —~ Georgia; Shurgaia, Gaga
(Georgian literature) — Italy; Sikharulidze, Ketevan (Folklore) - Georgia; Tuite,
Kevin (Ethnography and folklore) - Canada

Each issue of the journal is prepared and published by the editorial staff
Khinnbidze, Elgujs; Tchanturia, Arrian; Chakunashvili, Nino; Javakhadze, Irina;
Guliashvili, Sophio; Vardosanidze, Tsira.
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The purpose of the section Georgian Literature in English
Translations in the Kartvelologist is to provide the English-
language reader with excerpts of best specimens of Georgian
literature with a parallel English translation. The Editorial
Staff hopes that in this way the interested reader will form an
idea of Georgian poetry, belles-lettres and historical literature.
At the same time, the reader interested in studying the
Georgian language will be enabled to acquaint him/herself
with excerpts of the best specimens of Georgian literature in
the original with parallel English translations.

Presented in this issue of the Kartvelologist is the first chapter of “Aluda
Ketelauri”, a well-known poem by the classic of Georgian poetry Vazha Pshavela (the
same Luka Razikashvili, 1861-1915) translated by the English Kartvelologist Donald
Rayfield (the translation was published in Tbilisi, in 198] by “Ganatleba™ Vazha
Pshavela, “Three Poems”).

The compositionally completed story of the first chapter of this poem depicts
the lofty ideal of humaneness, respect for man’s personal dignity in overcoming
religious and national confrontation, rising of a person’s free spiritual emotion above
the traditional norms and customs of enmity between human beings.

The Editor
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Vazha Pshavela
“Aluda Ketelauri®
I

A messenger came to Shatili:

“The Chechens have struck a blow
against us,

these evil men of evil ways

have sent our shepherds scattering”.

Aluda Ketelauri

is a man smiled on by fate,

in village assemblies he sits at the
head,

his words when he speaks are to the
point;

he has proven his sharp-edged sabre
and hacked many Chechen right
hands off.

The bad man has no need to fight,
the good man can always meet the
foe!

The Chechens had driven off, he
heard,

Aluda’s own fleet-footed horses;
he has an inkling that they would
cross

the mountainous head of the Arkhoti,
their horses’ shoes trampling down
the dewy fescues of the mountains.

As soon as Aluda heard all this,

he put an edge on his rifle’s flint,
put on his armour, sharpened his
sword,

testing carefully the crosspiece,
lest the sword should break its hilt.
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Dawn. The peregrine falcon of the
rocks

swiftly pursues the enemy;

as day breaks over the rocky screes
the snow pheasant’s bell-like call
rings out.

But the dogs still sleep in their pens,
the sheep have not yet left their
folds.

Aluda’s eyes soon fell upon

the Chechen’s tracks. Moments later
he caught them up. His gun went off.
One thieving Ingush tribesman met
the evil instant of his end.

His body toppled from his horse,
hanging over upside down,

pierced by a ball in the
shoulderblade.

He feels fire spreading from the
wound.

Another Ingush, the dead man’s
comrade,

squeezes the trigger with his finger.

Mutsali’s rifle fired a shot,
splintering the bare rock-face.

Shattered pieces of bullet fall
into Aluda’s tunic hem.

“Haven't | hit you, heathen dog?”
Mutsali called out to his foe. .

“Don’t you believe it, heathen dog,
I am a vassal of Gudani shrine”.
The bang that came from Aluda’s gun
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was thunder striking from the sky.

“Haven't | hit you, heathen dog?”
he shouts out to the other man.

“Mutsali’s unharmed, heathen dog;
1 was only struck by broken rock.”

“Aha, that must have pierced his hat,
the bullet’s singed the ends of his
hairs.”

“You aimed too high, miserable
wretch,
it didn’t touch the bones of my skull.”

Mutsali’s rifle returned the fire
the bullet makes a horrid noise.
It had broken Aluda

Ketelauri's powder-horn.

“Aren’t you hit now, heathen dog?”
Mutsali asks him threateningly.

“No, [ am not, you heathen dog;

the vassal of Gudani shrine

is followed by victory-bringing forces
that invoke the powers of God.

His heart’s unhurt, don’t be misled.
Just my gunpowder pouch was
smashed.

Now that I must kill or be killed,
I'll venge myself on my enemy.”

The man from Shatili fired a shot
which broke the Chechen’s
breastbone up.
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“Now, I've got you, heathen dog!”
loudly he shrieks at his Chechen foe.

“My heart is hit, my heart, heathen
dog,

woe to Mutsali’s prowess in battle.
You killed my brother, you’ve killed
me too:

what can [ say of the grace of God?”

Mutsali does not wish to die,

he does not lose his wolfish colour,
he tears at the green mountain
grasses,

spreading the herbs all over his
wound.

He fired once more at Aluda,
losing no chance of fighting on.
Then he flung his gun to Aluda,
speaking to him one more time:
“Now let it be yours. you heathen
dog.

lest it fall in another man’s hands.”
The very words dried on his lips,
he lay low, sprawling on the earth.

Aluda doesn’t want the rifle.

He burst like a woman into tears.
His eyes do not covet his enemy’s
weapons,

he does not strip the armour off.
He placed the dagger by Mutsali’s
head

(it had a handle of ivory),

he put the flint gun on his chest
and on his arm he laid his sabre.
Aluda does not cut off

Mutsali’s right hand. Instead he says,
“It's wrong. Man, whom I have

11
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killed,

God let your body rest in peace.

The least that I can do for you

is leave your arm and right hand
joined.

Let your hand on your heart go back
to dust;

the stone wall’s door shall not have
your hand

hanging up to gladden it.

Good people must have brought you
up.

God prolong the days of your kin.”
He covered him from head to toe
with his cloak, and the shield on top.
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SCHOLARLY STUDIES

In the Wake of the Manuscripts of Bernarde of Naples
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Doctor of Ecclesiastical Sciences, Researcher of the Chair of the Cultures of
Asia and North Africa, ‘Ca’Foscari State University of Venice, Pontifical
Professor of the Oriental Institute, Research Consultant of the Vatican
Apostolic Library.

Abstract: The paper deals with the history of the manuscript materials of
Bernarde of Naples, a Capuchin monk on a mission to Georgia in 1670-1677.
In particular, it has transpired that originally the materials were preserved in
the library of the monastery of Capuchins, and on 7 February 1936 they
were moved to the National Royal Library (at present National Library of
Naples), where they are preserved to the present day, under the call number
“XX. 122", A study of the lists drawn up by various scholars in the 18-20%
centuries, has shown that in 1886-1936 one Georgian manuscript of
Bernarde of Naples was lost, which contained the “Romance” or the
Georgian Fairy Tale “Baama”, an earliest, forty-page fragment of the so-
called chronicle of “One Hundred Years” of the “Zhamtaaghmtsereli”, and “A
small poem “Reskariani”,

Key words: Bernarde of Naples, Georgian manuscript, the library of the
monastery of Capuchins

While working on an annotated biobibliography of
Academician Hellen Metreveli in Tbilisi in the summer of 2007, the
late Professor Valeri Silogava showed me an old fragment of Kartlis
Tskhovreba in two pages (H-1076), namely of the “Chronicle of one
Hundred Years” by an anonymous author. It had earlier belonged to
the Italian monk Antonio Cioffi who had sojourned in Kartli in the
1670s. The fragments had been brought to Georgia by Mikheil
Tamarashvili from the monastery of Franciscan Capuchin monks at
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Torre del Greco close to Naples. Mr. Silogava suggested that, upon
my return to Italy, I should look for the remaining part of the cited
fragment. According to Tamarashvili, the fragment in question was
comprised of 40 pages. '

Upon my return to Italy I began to search for the
manuscript. It transpired that the Torre del Greco Monastery of
Franciscan Capuchin monks had been closed down, and part of its
library transferred to the municipal library of the same commune.

In February 2008 I visited the municipal library of Torre del
Greco and familiarized myself with the books of the Capuchin
monastery, numbering up to three thousand printed volumes, most
of them dating from the 16"-17th centuries. At the time of my visit,
two thousand books were kept in a special facility: only 956 of these
volumes were catalogued; the remaining books and fragments of MSS
were scattered about in another room. I looked through each of them
in the hope of lighting upon the MS of our interest in some volume.
Unfortunately, all my attempts failed: neither the fragment H-1076
of the work of the Chronicle of One Hundred Years nor the archive
of the monastery could be found. I conjectered that, upon the closure
of the monastery, the MSS might have been moved to the central
historical archive of the Order of the Capuchins. While searching for
the archive of the Torre Capuchins, [ addressed the Institute of the
History of the Capuchins for assistance. The archivist of the
Institute’s Archives, Father Alexander Horowski sent me an E-mail
on 4 May 2008, saying: “I have studied our general archive (of the
order), but the MSS of Bernarde Maria of Naples [or of Antonio Cioffi
~ G. Sh.] were not to be found here. In the section assigned to the
Catholic Mission [sent to Georgia] we have only copies of the
documents that are preserved in the Archive of the Sacra
Congregazione di Propaganda Fide. The archive of the Monastery of
Torre del Greco may well have been abolished in the 19" century -
in Napoleon's time or later. In Italy, the provincial archieves of the
Capuchins prior to the 19" century are kept in the archive of the
Milan province, while other materials are scattered throughout
{Italy’s) state archives or in Paris”.
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The reply of the archivist convinced me once again that in
order to trace the MSS in question it was necessary to make a
thorough study of the history of the Monastery itself and to identify
the person of Antonio Cioffi, the more so that the time of his stay in
Georgia coincides directly with the period of activily in Georgia of
Bernarde of Naples, well known to the Georgian community.

The research carried out by me to date along these lines has
led me to the following conclusions:

1. The Torre del Greco commune is first mentioned on a
parchment dated 23 May 1019. In 1568 the Municipality of Torre del
Greco bought a plot of land from Tommaso Cuciniello and
Ferdinando Brancaccio, turning the plot over to Capuchin monks as a
gift. In 1574 the monks built a monastery and the church of the
Annunciation here. The monastery played a significant role not only
in the life of Torre del Greco but, in general, in the cultural life of the
entire south Italy and the missionary activity of the Catholic Church.
Following the fall of the Pontifical’s state in 1861 and the unification
of Italy, according to the law passed on the closing down of the
monasteries, the monastery of the Capuchin monks was officially
abolished. In 1867 its building came under the management of the
town council of Torre del Greco, and in the same year the latter
turned it over to the Holy Trinity Asylum for Homeless Children.
The Asylum was not under the guardianship of the Franciscan monks
of Alcantara, as was hitherto believed by researchers, but under the
trusteeship of the Franciscan monks of the Stigmata Order of St.
Francis of Assisi. None of the Stigmata monks held a teacher’s
diploma. Hence, later, on 11 September 1879, in conformity with the
then legislation on education, the Order was stripped of the right of
trusteeship of the asylum for homeless. This is how the Franciscan
monks of Alcantara became the trustees of the asylum, fulfilling this
mission to the end of the 1976-1977 academic year.

2. Antonio Cioffi, the same Cioffo (1628-2.02.1697), born in
1628 in Naples, ministered in the monastery of Torre del Greco. He
took the monastic vows on 14 January 1653 under the name of
Bernarde Maria. It can be said with certainty that this is the same
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Bernarde of Naples, well known to the Georgian public as a
missionary who resided in Georgia in 1670-1677. He mastered the
Georgian language perfectly and left behind unique material in the
Georgian and Italian languages about the Georgia of that period. His
correspondence in this country with his spiritual children and
acquaintances and friends shows that he did not sever contacts with
his spiritual children and friends following his return to Naples
(1677) and after his election (in 1686) as governor (head) of the
Naples province of the Order of the Capuchins.

3. In 1896 the major part of the library of the Capuchin
monastery (2649 printed books, according to the catalogue of
Francisco Castaldi, a Torre historian) was moved first to the city hall
of Torre del Greco, and later to the communal library of Torre del
Greco. As to the Georgian MSS of Bernarde Maria of Naples, these —
as the most valuable part of the Capuchin library - were left under
the care of the Mother-Superior of the nunnery of Alcantara. On the
basis of the decision of the Italian Ministry of National Education of
20 November 1935, the City Hall transferred these MSS to the
National Royal Library of Naples (today Naple’s National Royal
Library), where they are kept to the present day (call number “XX.
1227).

4. The Georgian public learnt about the existence of the
Torre del Greco MSS in 1896, when the well-known Austrian
Kartvelologist Hugo Schuchardt published the Georgian version of
his article “Torre del Greco's Georgian Manuscripts” in the journal
Iveria, printed in the same year in the German newspaper Beilage zur
Allgemeinen Zeitung. Georgian society is also aware of Mikheil
Tamarashvili’s list of the above-noted MSS, compiled later. Yet, to
date the brief descriptions that pre-date Schuchardt’s description and
those compiled after Tamarashvili's listing, which are of considerable
value in shedding light on moot questions connected with the MSS
under study, are unknown.

5. The first reports on the works of Bernarde of Naples are to
be found in a hitherto unpublished work written by Emanuel of
Naples in the mid-18" century, entitled “Historical-chronological
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Evidence on the Junior Capuchin Brethren of the Naples Province™.
However, specialists first learnt about this work in 1873 thanks to
Rocco de Chesinalle, historian of the Order of Capuchins. In volume
three of his “History of the Capuchin Mission” special attention is
given to Bernarde of Naples, his erudition in philosophy and
theology is noted, the story of his fruitful missionary activity is told,
and seven works are named, written by him in Georgian, translated
or simply listed. It is on the evidence of these two historians that the
book “The Library of the Capuchin Brethren of Naples Province”,
printed by the Capuchin monk Apollinare of Valence in 1886, is
based. The latter book names eleven archival units of the MSS under
study, and highly noteworthy codicological data on them are cited.
The list of Apollinare of Valence contains not only all the works
named by Rocco da Chesinalle, but other works as well that are given
in books and MSS printed in Georgian and Italian. H. Schuchardt had
not seen the work of Apollinare of Valence. As he himself notes, it
was after he familiarized himself with Rocco da Chesinalle’s
“History” that he studied the collection of the Archive of the
Monastery of Capuchins in the spring of 1896.

6. After Apollinare of Valence lists of the MSS in question
were compiled by: Hugo Schuchardt, 1896 (11 titles), Mikheil
Tamarashvili, 1902 (13 titles), anonymous Italian archivists in the
second half of the 19" century (15 titles) Vincenzo Di Donna, priest
of the Gaeta eparchy, 1912 (15 titles), as well as by an anonymous
Italian archivist (15 titles), a copy of whose brief description is
preserved in the Aleksandre Tsagareli fonds of the National Centre of
Manuscripts in Tbilisi. Of the above MSS 15 archival units were
transferred by the President of the Holy Trinity Asylum of Homeless
Children Vincenzo Balzano and the Secretary of the Asylum
Vinzenzo Avernia to Professor Raffaelle Cantarella, official
representative of the National Royal Library of Naples, Head of the
Bibliographic Department, by a deed dated 7 February 1936.

7. The number of MSS differs in lists compiled by various
scholars, which must be due to the fact that some scholars name only
Georgian MSS, while others the other-language MSS as well. In some
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cases the difference is due to the naming of works as MS, i.e. an
archival unit as a separate MS. For example, observation of the
descriptions compiled after Mikheil Tamarashvili, in the list
compiled by him the numbers 2, 3 and 13. “"Romance or the Georgian
fairly-tale “Baama”, “Kartlis Tskovreba” and “The renowned short
poem of Reskariani”, respectively, are actually included in one MS.

8. Notwithstanding some imprecisions, the list of the Deed
of transfer of the MSS under discussion to the National Royal Library
of Naples in 1936 reflects precisely the present situation. This means
that since then the library has not received any other Georgian MSS,
nor has any MS been lost. At the same time, it can be determined
precisely which MS was lost in the 1886-1936 period. Only one
Georgian MS is lost, i.e. the one that contained “The Romance or
Georgian Fairy-tale “Baama”, the above-noted fragment of “Kartlis
Tskhovreba” and the “Short Poem of Reskariani”.

9. The following materials are preserved in the Neapolitan
National Library under the call number: XX.122. a) The “Short
Catechism” of Cardinal Bellarmino, translated from the Italian into
Georgian by Bernarde of Naples, printed in Rome in 1681; b) 12
fairytales recorded in Georgian by Bernarde of Naples; c) two
“Prayer-books” in Armenian, bound together, printed in Rome in
1666-1667; d) an Italian-Georgian dictionary, compiled by Bernarde
of Naples; e) a list of 17*" century historical persons, copied by him in
a manuscript notebook; f) several letters of several persons; g) “Paul’s
letters” and the “Acts of the Apostles”, copied by Bernarde of Naples;
h) a theological treatise on the descent of the holy spirit, compiled in
dialogue form by him in Georgian and Italian; i) letters written by
various persons to Bernarde of Naples and his translation from Italian
into Georgian of the “Order of Life”; j) his own calligraphic
specimens, done to practice his hand: the Georgian Alphabet, the
phonological values of graphemes and joining of letters; k) the “Great
Catechism” of Cardinal Bellarmino, translated into Georgian {rom
Italian by Bernarde of Naples; 1) his translation of “Catechism” or
“For Christian Meditation from Day to Day to a Month” from Italian
into Georgian; m) his translation from Italian into Georgian of
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“Philothea” or “Devourt Life” by St. Francis of Sales; n) “A Georgian-
Italian Dictionary”, compiled by him. o) The “Four Gospels”, copied
by him.

10.The archival materials preserved at the Neapolitan
National Library help us form an idea about the identity of the
scholars who became interested in the study of the fonds under
discussion.

I have already compiled a comprehensive description of the

MSS under study in Italian, which will be printed in the near future
in Italy. Besides, I have copied the theological treatise on the descent
of the Holy Spirit, compiled in dialogue form in Georgian and Italian
by Bernarde of Naples. At present I am working on the philological
and theological commentaries of the text. At the same time I have
traced and am preparing for publication the originals of the copies of
the correspondence of 17" century historical figures, made by a
Capuchin monk. As to the early fragmentary MS of the so-called
“Chronicle of One Hundred Years”, for which I engaged in this
research, I shall consider it finally lost only after I acquaint myself
with the comprehensive manuscript material of Bernarde of Naples
in several more archives, and in private collections of MSS, which I
have so far failed to do for various reasons.
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Abstract: The assessment of Viceroy Mikhail Vorontsov's (1844-1854)
“Caucasian policy” differs diametrically - from highly positive (D. Qipiani,
A. Tsereteli, M. Shcherbinin, M. Makievski-Zubok, A. Jorjadze, M.
Tamarmshvili, Sh. Amirejibi, S. Qubaneishvili...) to to extremely negative
(N. Anvalishvili, M. Katkov, V. Kotetishvili, L. Asatiani, G. Abzianidze, R.
Chkheidze, N. Vakhania...). A special study of the issue has shown that
Vorontsov arrived in the Caucasus with a basically thought out reformist
plan, envisaging the political and economic merger of Georgia (and the
Caucasus in general) in the Russian empire, and at the same time revival of
Georgian culture through Europeanization. The practical implementation of
the Viceroy's plan in 1840-1850 brought about highly significant
transformation of the social and cultural enlightenment life of Georgia, and
intensive and irreversible Europeanization of the country.

A purposeful and planned cultural-enlightenment policy, launched
with Vorontsov's support and the decisive participation of Georgian public
figures, gave rise to a process that was crowned with the creation and
establishment of a national ideology, based on the world view and literary

principles, clearly formulated by I. Chavchavadze (generally by the
“Tergdaleulis™) in the 1860s.

Key words: Vorontsov, “Caucasian policy”, Europeanization,
the“Tergdaleulis”,
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From the early 19" century the determining feature of
Russia’s'state policy in the Caucasus was consideration of the newly
conquered region (krar. the outlying region of the empire: okraina) as
a single territorial administrative space for the implementation of
assimilative manipulations. At the same time, one circumstance of
crucial significance was neglected, namely that the Caucasus was the
homeland of peoples of different history, culture and differing
national individuality. In Georgia proper the above-cited political
course was clearly formulated in the attitude of the Viceroy Aleksei
Yermolov 1816-1827) to the Caucasian problem: “Georgia will not
exist, and neither will the Caucasian question exist” [4, p. 30].

Such solution of the Caucasian problem was sought with
more or less “success” through a rigid and straightforward policy by
subsequent governors of the Caucasus (I. Paskevich, G. Rozen, E.
Golytsin, A Neidgart). However, in the 1840s the situation changed
drastically, and this basic change is linked to Mikhail Vorontsov's
“Caucasian policy”.

In the early 1840s the situation in the Northern Caucasus
became extremely tense, where Shamyl won impressive victories in a
row over Russian troups and Muridism gained in strength and zeal.
On the other hand, the servile attitude of the Georgian nobility and
gentry to the political regime paved the way for south Caucasia, in
general, and Georgia in particular, to change from the military to a
civil system of government, turning the same Georgian nobility and
gentry into an ally and mainstay of imperial policy in the Caucasus.
In these circumstances, Nicholas 1 decided to entrust the rule of
Caucasia to a person in whom political, administrative, military and
diplomatic gift and practical abilities were combined. In December
1844 the emperor’s choice fell on Count Mikhail Vorontsov (1782-
1856), who was by the time a famed general in Russia and Europe,
Member of Russia’s State Council, Honorary Member of the St.
Petersburg Academy of Sciences, Governor-General of Novorossiisk
and plenipotentiary vicegerent in Bessarabia. At the same time,
Vorontsov was a highly educated statesman endowed with
diplomatic talent. Back in the 1800s he served under Pavel Tsitsianov
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in Georgia and was familiar with Transcaucasia and its peculiarities
[12, pp. 8-22).

Educated in Britain and reared on British political and
diplomatic experience, Vorontsov believed that linguistic and
cultural diversity were the source of the might of the empire rather
than an indication of its weakness. He arrived in the Caucasus with a
broad and fundamental plan of reforms, envisaging, on the one hand,
the painless political and economic merger of Georgia (and in general
of the Caucasus) into Russia’s single and indivisible state space, and
on the other, revival and development of Georgian culture through
Europeanization.

During Vorontsov’s nine-year rule, on his initiative or his
decisive support, Russian and Georgian theatres, an Italian opera, a
ballet group, the public library, the literary magazine Tsiskari, the
Caucasian Museum, the Caucasian Department of the Geographic
Society of Russia” (with its own periodical publication), the
educational region of the Caucasus were founded; the obligatory
teaching of the Georgian language and literature assumed new forms
and content (including for the children of non-Georgians and those
servicemen who resided in the Caucasus temporarily), 160 grants
were created for young people in Russia’s higher educational
institutions at the expense of the treasury, gymnasia were opened in
Thilisi (commercial) and Kutaisi, schools were set up throughout
Georgia (Bichvinta, Ozurgeti, Tianeti, etc.). Vorontsov gave special
attention to the education of women. To this end he founded
women’s educational institutions named after St. Nino in Tbilisi and
Kutaisi, and imparted real content and function to the
“Transcaucasian Womens Institute” founded in Thbilisi in 1840 (by
data of 1855 various types of 147 schools with 6023 pupils already
existed in Georgia - 3, pp. 298-300).

Vorontsov personally directed the study and popularization
of Georgian history and Georgian culture, the restoration of
historical monuments, churches and monasteries (often at his own
expense; in 1849 he sent P. Ioseliani to the Georgian monastery on
Mount Athos to study the antiquities preserved there; he invited
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Russian and foreign scientists and scholars (M. Brosset, G. Abich, I.
Bartolomei, A. Muravyov, N. Khanikov, and others), gave moral and
material support to the revival and development of literary processes;
at his personal request, D. Megvinetukhutsesishvili studied
Uplistsikhe archaeologically, and so on. It is worth noting that in
1854 when, owing to ill health, Vorontsov was obliged to ask the
Emperor to be allowed a long-term leave (after which he failed to
return to the Caucasus), he gave special instructions to his successor
General Read according to which special care for Georgian culture
should not diminish in the Caucasus [1, pp. 99-100].

Vorontsov emphasized his respect for the Georgian
language, history, culture, customs and mores (incidentally for the
members of the former royal family of Kartli and Kakheti). He
appears to have believed that the linguistic and cultural uniqueness
of the Georgians should form the basis for the establishment of a
political-administrative unit enjoying autonomous rights within the
single and indivisible Russian empire. In Sargis Kakabadze's view
[Vorontsov] was paving the way for Georgian autonomy within the
Russian empire [5, p. 126}.!

It should be stressed that Vorontsov considered
Europeanization of Georgian socio-political, socio-economic,
cultural-educational and literary life as the only way to the revival of
Georgia. This view was radically opposed to Russia’s state and
ideological policy: the Russian monarchy considered Russian culture,
the Russian way of life and thinking to be the only source of
Europeanism in Georgia. (I focus attention on Vorontsov's cultural-
enlightenment policy, to say nothing of his economic reforms,
which, owing to the impotence of Georgian nobility and gentry
caused its degradation as a class, and facilitated the formation of

! The researcher seems to have implied political (or containing political
elements) autonomy, for, as it is, Georgia had administrative autonomy
(within Thilisi and Kutaisi gubernias). This is noted by S. Kakabadze himself:
“As the viceroy (namestnik) of the Emperor, he (Vorontsov — T. J.) was
subordinated not to the ministers but directly to the Emperor and was
invested with special rights to tackle Caucasian affairs [S, p. 119].
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Armenian bourgeoisie in Georgia. This process is described in
Georgian literarure: G. Eristavi, Z. Antonov, L. Ardaziani. Neither do
I touch upon Vorontsov's policy in the religious sphere, yet a few
words should be said to the effect that, on the one hand, he
acknowledged the religious and historical contribution of the
Georgian Church, but on the other, by the tolerance of Islam,
unusual by that time, Vorontsov won the loyalty of the Muslim
population of Transcaucasia to the political regime, wresting an ally
and basis from the hands of Shamyl and Turkey in the Caucasus.

In the view of Archil Jorjadze, “The appointment of
Vorontsov as Viceroy for the Caucasus proved very useful and
profitable for the new revival of Georgian culture. The dormant
nation awoke, as it were, and the social organism, brought to
disorganization, was seized with the hope of healing and recovery...
the Vorontsov era turned into one of revival of Georgian culture...
Varontsov's policy was one which Georgian political thought looked
for in vain for centuries in the government circles of Russia: loyalty
and close ties with Russia, and in return, ensuring the national-
cultural revival of the Georgians under Russia’s protection...
Vorontsov was the first who boldly revived this hitherto unrealized
hope. The national culture of the Georgians and Russia’s protection —
this dream turned into reality ...” [18, pp. 104-105]. At the same time,
Jorjadze adds: “There is no doubt that Vorontsov would have failed to
create a theatre or periodical press in this country, had there not
been the needed elements for this in the society itself” [19, pp. 104).

“The elements needed for” national-cultural rivival did exist
in Georgia in the early 1840s, and here mention should first be made
of the “Programme of National Salvation”, drawn by Dimitri Qipiani,
newly returned from exile in Vologda. His programme was based on
liberal ideology of enlightenment put forth by the nobility and
gentry that envisaged the revival of Georgian and culture and
general-national self-consciousness through spreading education
within the Russian empire. The first steps were indeed taken to this
end. In particular, in 1842 D. Qipiani founded the “Private Library of
Tbilisi” - the first social-cultural and educational institution based on
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social initiative; its members were A. Chavchavadze, N. Baratashvili,
G. and V. Orbelianis, M. Tumanishvili, Z, Palavandishvili, and others
{16, pp. 74-95}; mention should also be made of Manana Orbeliani's
literary salon, where quite a few ideas of national significance
originated and were elaborated (the setting up of a professional
Georgian theatre, the foundation of the “Tsiskari” magazine, etc. [2,
pp. 181-190]

The plans of the progressive part of Georgian figures and
those of Vorontsov coincided and such concord created a firm basis
of cooperation between the authorities and public, with a highly
positive outcome. It should be said that in order to implement his
administrative and cultural-educational reforms Vorontsov chose
Dimitri Qjpiani as his principal collaborator and mainstay. According
to Baron A. Nikolai’s confidential report to the imperial government,
Qipiani was considered to be “a dreamer for autonomous Georgia”
(17, p. 227]. S. Kakabadze too calls him “a prominent lover ... of the
idea of autonomy” [S, p. 126). For his part, D. Qipiani maximally
aligned the radical changes implemented in the Caucasus to the
national-cultural interests and needs of the Georgians [15, pp. 23-26;
18; 8, p. 307).

The assessments of Vorontsov's “Caucasian policy” in
Georgian sources and literature are diametrically opposed - from
highly positive (G. Orbeliani, D. Qjpiani, P. loseliani, A. Purtseladze,
. Meunargia, A. Jorjadze, M. Tamarashvili, Sh. Amirejibi, S.
Qubaneishvili, and others) to extremely negative (N. Avalishvili, V.
Kotetishvili, L. Asatiani, S. Gersamia, A. Kalandadze, R. Chkheidze,
N. Vakhania, and others). In Vakhtang Kotetishvili's view, “The
Vorontsov era should be considered an episode of the systematic
reaction carried on by tsarist Russia in relation to Georgia ..
Vorontsov did a great service to Russia, but what protection did he
render Georgia — there does not seem to be any. True, he took up
care for our country’s culture energetically, - took the lead, as if, but
he was doing his business, and if he occasionally took interest in the
Georgian cause, it was an eye-wash and cover ... he created centres
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where national degradation occurred at a rapid pace and
methodically ...” [7, pp. 171-172].

N. Nikoladze’s attitude to Vorontsov was contradictory: this
is especially true of A. Orbeliani in whose works two mutually
exclusive views are stated: “That period of Vorontsov in Georgia was
quite a different time for deceiving us - inexperienced as we were ...
he pretended to show us his magnanimity, especially towards those
who acted in Russia’s interests. ... Prior to Vorontsov we distanced
ourselves from the Russians, and he mixed us up with the Russians,
this sly diplomat joined us to the Russians (11, pp. 54-57); on the
other hand, in Orbeliani's words, [Vorontsov] gave us a Georgian
theatre, a Georgian literary magazine — “Here you are, have it for
eternity and take pleasure in your good language of your ancestors”...
Prince Vorontsov was a broad-minded man, fully developed and
truly wished good for us [10, pp. 129-130].

The negative attitude to Vorontsov’s “Caucasian policy” in
Georgian scholarly and publicistic literature was largely based on two
sources: a) the above-mentioned first view of A. Orbeliani (though
his second view - exclusive of the first - is ignored) and b)
Vorontsov’s report of 1849-1851 submitted to Nicholas I, which
reads: “A theatre has been set up, literature has revived, books are
printed - all this makes me think that Your Imperial Majesty will
deign to consider that this outcome will have a highly beneficial
influence on the spread of education, development of the taste,
refinement of morals and customs and the merger of the natives with
the Russians {1, p. 881].

Obviously, Vorontsov could not write to the Emperor that
he wished to separate the Georgians from the Russians and, which is
most important, he had no such intention. On the contrary, the
objective of Vorontsov's “Caucasian policy” was, as said above,
integration of Georgia in Russia’s state, political and economic space
but with doubtless preservation and revival of the linguistic and
cultural originality of the Georgians. It should be stressed that,
proceeding from the specificity of the time and situation, such a
prospect proved fully acceptable - the more so that all this was done
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through Europeanization of our social life and national culture. In
one of his works devoted to Dimitri Qjpiani, the leader of the then
socio-cultural life of Georgia and a prominent Europeanist, A.
Jorjadze notes: “Yes, we are subjects of Russia and Georgians at the
same time, Qipiani thought. We want to enter the cultural arena
with our Georgianness. But we know well that “Georgianness”
requires the existence of Georgian social institutions, guaranteed use
of the Georgian language in schools and the church. If you do not
allow us this, our Georgianness will be infringed upon and if
Georgianness is encroached, the feeling of our loyalty will also suffer.
At that time the question could not be raised in a broader sense ... *
{19].

The attitude to Vorontsov's “Caucasian policy” was not
uniform in Russia either. His course came under fire in the years of
his rule in Caucasian’ administrative as well as in the central
administrative spheres of Russia. And later, Mikhail Katkov, an
influential figure in Russian political circles and virtual leader of
Russian great-power-chauvinistic ideology in the 1860s-1880s, called
Vorontsov an ignorer of national interests in the name of liberalism,
a governor of non-Russian self-consciousness and supporter of
separatism in the Caucasus, charging him directly with betrayal of
Russia’s state interests; at the same time he asserted that it was
Vorontsov's policy in the Caucasus that turned Russians in the
Caucasus into humiliated and insulted, virtually second-rate persons
(6, p. 554).

Vorontsov is a prominent figure in Akaki Tsereteli’s works
(poems, journalism, memoirs, his poem “Vorontsov”). In Akaki’s
works Vorontsov's image is depicted as a person and ruler who
inculcated brotherhood and love in Georgia (“Grandmother’s Story”),
sharer of the woe of a nation suffering from injustice (“A Georgian in
Front of the Statue™), “One who had paternal affection for the
Georgian people”, in whose hands Georgia “had a respite”
(“Vorontsov's Statue™), “Superman ... sent from Heaven”, who spread
literacy in Georgia and “instilled genuine love” (*Vorontsov"),
governor “who ecstatically loved the Georgians, held their past in
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high esteem and had hope in their future” (“The Story of My Life”),
supporter of Georgian literature and selfless carer for it (“A Short
Note”), and so on. Akaki polemizes with those who consider
Vorontsov's care to be hypocrisy and he noted: “It is not his fault, if
his graft withered in other’s hand” (“Vorontsov’s Statue”).

To the end of his life, Akaki preserved his sincere respect for
Vorontsov and, [ believe, he gave the most laconic and precise
assessment of Vorontsov’s “Caucasian policy™: Vorontsov considered
the future Georgia as “politically Russianized, but with her own
religion, language and national colour”, and he did this by taking the
correct European path” (“The foundation of the Georgian theatre in
Georgia — 14, p. 458). Tsereteli repeats an analogous view in his
“Essay” of 1912 ("My journey to Racha-Lechkhumi” - 14, p. 492).

I believe Vorontsov's “Caucasian policy” and the ensuing
cultural-literary processes were directly related to the social and
literary situation in the 1860s, and in this respect, K. Ninidze's view
seems correct: “This stratum (of the “Tergdaleulis” - 7. G.) took
shape as a result of Vorontsov’s educational policy” [9, p. 68]. The
point is that almost all language and literature problems, raised by
Ilia Chavchavadze and elaborated in one or another form in the
1860s, had already been posed, with more or less profundity and
intensity, in the preceding decade (the need for democratization of
the Georgian literary language, realistic reflexion of life and the
social purpose of literature, Europeanization of Georgian literary
thought, policy of translation, and other issues).

In short, by the 1860s the way had been paved for the
creation and implementation of a national ideology based on clearly
formulated world view and literary principles meeting the new
demands of the time. 1. Chavchavadze, as a thinker and leader of
socio-political life was sent to the country precisely at the beginning
of the 1860s, when Vorontsov’s political course oriented to the
upsurge of loyal, civic and cultural life was being relegated to the past
and the implementation of the imperial policy of Russification began
in new forms. In such conditions it would be very difficult (if not
impossible) to create novel cultural-ideological systems with
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monarchic-conservative outlook and unconditional loyalty
proclaimed to the political regime of Vorontsov’s epoch and with the
available cultural-intellectual resources. Hence, the national energy
that by the time proved viable and effective gave rise to llia
Chavchavadze just in time when a vital need for this arose, and what
Ilia stated generally in his programme work in “Georgia’s Herald™: “A
genius is the fruit of his time” (under “genius” he implied “leader”)
should be extended to the author of these words: Ilia Chavchavadze
was the fruit of the “times™ whose roots should be sought ~ apart
from the national, socio-political and cultural-literary traditions - in
Vorontsov’s “Caucasian policy” as well.
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