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0606%030«)50@360 3006300603036000, 8@8{106’“’63@0 3@0003(‘068360[5 o b3t¢>3obai’>ob oo
Logédbmdmogos o0l god&coaemoa. 93 13960L369emb oghecmmos dgdoho Bbmagemomdo v6&lgdyemds
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13060 gbmds, BmgmE3 396dm by Logotm Lgdhménm ©mbgdg (Elsawy & Elbadawi Ali, 2021).
5990006 8080’)8@06063 028006360 6)8b3t¢>b360b 8060)308 o6mbs o Logés3930 3o 339700
06061.503006306360 396030000 o dobo Sém—st‘)mo 0300630 >3 330@6@0, é)mamée oQoaoosnéo
G9lyeLgdel Boeogol gemgdhmbyemo Lobhgds (e-HRMS).

dbmagemomo E®gLemgmdon 3936 Lojotm o 396dm mEgobodszos bgéhgogh gemgdhtembyemm
3emohpmedgdbe o Lgéhgolgol, Sémo 856)03 b363obob 39o783mdgLgdols 30860, 8300(4)3 db&og 30,
méaoso?)oeonqm 605300006360[50 o botolbol oobgqgBol dmogoos (Stalmachova, Chinoracky, &
Strenitzerova, 2022). 33[)06030[)0@, B2B (Business-to-Business) Q)mGS aggdd)émosg@o 8060030[)
boggémdo 300093 303600 oboemo @06300, bmemm oq:oSooGUéo 63b36b860b 806003030 30D
(0996memmzg0gdol 0bhgazentrgdol bgmo  gemmdommy&ds 30bgdood gnbym (Savié, 2020). goboocoob
Jobonmm Ggommmdado §96 3093 9600 3g3bogemmor 39LBogemomo sodasbyto EglineLgdel
8060‘)30[} 800363@0 o&;osbosméaoeoob 36:0033[)32)0 > dobo  ob3gqthgoo, 50603@36063 3300930
dg0demqos hoomgoemmb b 33emgg0 09930l 9boemoBols oo dgLBogemols 00853 Jzcogmmmdsce.

oQoaoosnéo égb'gébgbob 3&6}0030[) bo335>0030 338030@0 b(i)éa(i)gaon@o 3(’08300636@360@“;6 3600-
36)0‘)0 333@0%8 3603368@0030600 masaaaémag@mo 3(\0@360&@360)60[)0 o 300(63006000’3@0
33@0360b Boamgoqmbg60/606300306360[) Lo joobo, 6)(\083@[}03 basg‘ﬁ)m o 386600 méaoso%aeosbo
6Ly bo3<¢>8330 aoblbgoggonmo  gBooc 636)60336. obggg, ULbgocoolbgs 3@3{1@)6)0’)63@0
36mgeod0L  g3obgomotrgoed  dg(3300S, OMZME;  MEgobodszooms  dobmgol  3Gmpglo, olg
m06033(4>m33@m0 ol ‘360008(4:00@0800 30@86'3@360 (Hassanien, 2021). 30358@030@ 09olo, 6md
docod méaosogoBoI]Q) Qmﬁg%a QQGOHGDQ)O oogaob iéo@Ho bb30@obb3o 3300930000 3(4)003;100
006)@360 o méaoﬁo%oeonwo 8&6300006{)80[5 OSQSdbgbo odasabo, 836)0@@360[} dodo 6836&
m(ﬁaoso%oeon@o 33@6360[) Oﬁosb%méjaoeoo. ymgqemogg NN 8300360 oboB, &Hm3 UQ’SdOé’MGUQ’O
3@0(’9%00(4)3360[), b3(4>3ob360bo ©d oébgbob Mo 8&0306@0 6)030000 0Q030é5360b 90’)33@@@0‘36)
Bbm3635030(3. bo%ﬁgb bgd@méao 300363@0 836338860"[’ 803003@06350 36&3&@0 3080600‘3@35000
Bobls, oonaBo 8600—3(4)000 338@033 3603363@003060 b@baoosnéo 3030@0@0[) 3060030[) 330’)[)00')
o6Lgdymo Laggbmb coyohomoedogess (Bondarouk, 2017).

33@330[) 308060 560l 030l 38b603@o, oy 6008006) 083@860 8003(4)3@0 Ogdsm@maogbob Q0586)630m
336)600 bgd@mén@ méaosogoeogbfio 3(*)6)3(*)6)0003@0 33@0360 ©d moSoSHémSngo

300@3@)0@0050.

606300@6360@0 doBbocoob 8030’)3@05063, 33@330[} 3000[)30 %méaa@oéo@obo 333@3860060@ - 4o
Gl obeymgdl 396dm Lggdhmeym megobadongdde do8oobye Gglyelgdel doéogobvegol
a%63ymgboeme  joggyemo  (hggdbeaemmgagdo  3memggodemmdol  dgedgoole o Bemgdcee
JWE3mGohogeme  emdy@ol  Bodmyoemodgdodo, 08 mEdzboBozogdel  02965ddGmAcmgdols
dmbo8rgdgdal 0060bBoco? beoemm 33emg30L J39-8930mbggdo v&al:
o 6o Gl sbEyemgol gemgdh®mbymmo sébgde oo80sbyHo Eglyelgdal 8otamgal
d9693996¢30 396dm mEZgobodo309830?
. 6o 803@360[} obqagsb 3@35660063@0 HR 3863383600 moGoaaémag@mo dméols
3ENg300emY60 NE00gecnmdgdal Rodmyommodgdedg?
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. o 393mB393930lL Bobodq coggdo 336)600 méaoﬁo%oBoo 386bm50@0b oQ)aoGob(i)éoégbob
3@35@6«)53@0 bobd)aaob @0636&30[) 306)00?)3630?

Q)od)aéod)néob d0dmbocemgo

0bhgébghole o (30Emo LoAYsEmL 39630006 gd0Lmob germo goodoted Bmmbmgbs olge
gemgdhermbynem 6glnelgddg, Hmgmoos 0bogmedszonme dhggdomemmmgogdo (IT). 83 33060l 369em3o
dgomboo 336&00 ©d bo:goé)oo m&aosogoeogbob 30(‘30’)30[} oégaqﬁoe, 060866300ba o 335
(0996memmgogdol 33306 30dmygbgdol  Bmgdgb gemgghembymo vo8acbyéo GglneLgdol
3060030 (96 e-HRM-U). 5pb036ycmo dmeogemo mégobodozoyemo gobgomotgdols oo 33sémggemmdals
mbg3g Lo 38ome sboemos (Li Ma, 2015). 308c00botrg Bemgddo Logérdbmdmmsw googstomges IT-ob
393mygbgds 5odasbyte Gglyelgdol dotagol (HRM) bLog8oobmdode. oodasbyéo 6glneLgdel
gemgdhermbyem 39693396hL (E-HRM) g3l 39bodemgdemmds gosagotommgml 3gbgigémemo 3ecbo oo
0030 mb mosoaaémaq‘:gbob, émoacoéne b(béo(bgao:]@o Qoosd)gﬁ)sbgbn@o aboéggbob émemo.
LBGoa3ds (hggbmemmgonéds dombggqdds E-HRM gocooogi3o0 36033bgemmgob 36mazgbonem go8m(3oboco
(Nadim, 2022). E-HRM bgemb 3Bymdl sodosbyéro 6glyéligdol 8o60g0L 00bodoyéo oo m3géstonemmo
dgbodemgdemmdgdel dglogdbgemse o oo Bgemommo dgogal mErgobodszonmo gobgomotrgdals oo
dgbyemgoneo bedydsmb gozgddyémdsde (Li Ma, 2015).

30gEmo  HEblegm&doool g3mgedo 1dbodgbgemmgobgl Gmenl  sLEYgdL  gemgdhErmbyemo
Lobhgdgdo o 3emohgm&dgoo  Lbgoolbgs  mEgobodoeol  d3oermggemmosdo. gl ymggemogy
©0bomoce v 303d06981cm0s dbmagemomdo dodeboég o gobyemo by snboel 806yémmb wobygdnem
0bhgEbghoBo300l 36m(39L0r06. Blmagemomda s6LgdnEMds 30bcgd0od gemgdhémbyemoa 39bg339bdolo
> (30367mmo obbgdol Gmmo 6odEgbody godotd 96 Bbmmmme E0gomo  dsd0sbgdal
30033@@@036(‘06030, 0603{]@ bbgocoolbgo méaoso&beoob 88&6)0’)33@0’)600’) 36(‘033[}30 ©o 3mgo
dgbg339bchdo. 306@33036)0 bobo 38660') oY ba})oém méaoﬁo%oeoobobm(;ob od3, 36000 35603,
3°3mB393500, bmemm 330068 8b6)03 oboemo  dglodemgoemmdgocls o  0bmgszeol Q063683ob
boanowaboqa. b&’oﬁ;a@ 08 & 33060b353@ osodd)coé)b 200g0eM0 3dm6q>o 6336) 336)6«) méaoGo%oBooao,
gl 300 Bmybosm  gemgdh®mbyemo  Lobdhgdgdels o  3emohogm8gdel  ymggemomon
33633335@30 Q)0636>83o, 030b0m3ob, Homd 306@830360 30030 domo méaoGoSoBogbobm:gob NG
oq)am?)gsoq)osm Q030686333@0. Qob@oseouéo anaombo, 8@8{1@60963@0 300336030800, 300363@0
83633836@0 - gb 0d Bﬁgbomo oéabé:g@o 808m60m3o@oo, 60(3 dmemm 2-3 Ggqmo od@onéo@ odBc
396bocmgolo o ol znbool mdogddoce.

Qoao@oqm%oeoob N od3b 830%000@ 806[508@36)3@0 360’;0 8a6806¢360, m38l3° 3ol b3otroco
dmoblLgbogdgb, Gmgmery  (30enmo  hgdbmemmmgogdol  godmygbgdol  d0BbgL  dmeogemgool
dqbozgemgmoe o dboemo dglodemgdemmogdol 39Logdbgemoce dgdmbiogemgdol bo3ogdobogal coo
@obgdNmgoal dgdmmogodgdel  gobondimaglgdems. ogogemodogos, Gmgméy Bglo, dmozogh
653096039 3Ermgqhl, Gogob gl gbgds (33em0emgdsl dmgem mExzobds300d0 (Hammerich, 2021). o3
0396m38gboli 8maLberg gobo Lozdome oo boBoemo 396dm oy Lojobm  mégobodoogdobo.
doybgroogoco 0dabs, &m3 ©0gohoemadozool 36)(’033[}0 6336 méaoﬁo%oeooao 396030q(3 0y oBygdnemo
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o 3(‘033@@@036)0@ 0ygbgdcobgb 8ndomdols 3600(33[)30, 305@880360 386000@0, 360ghognemoce
03mBbrd Lo 38omeo 33360 mErg56080300L0g0L  Losbemggdols Q0586330bo o Gadsm@maonéo

06061.50300630300[) bobo. qmao@oqm%oeoo ob333 bo330@360b od@a3b mé&oﬁo%oeoabb doommb
1399°9bo  boemgocomds dogs oo 306)3 360033[)3638 (Peetz, 2019). 3366«)@, qb 306@036363@0
50@30@«)60 bg@b UGgmbb Smabaoégb(]@om) 3cooobco350b 1399 3030050@30[) ©0, 33[}03030[50@, 303600
9939990 deagdggdobog.

méabso&beonqm 33@@360[) @6-)6[}030063-)300 300363@ bobodo.

méaoso?)ogonqoo 33@0360 oéol bosaomq) %oéme ©° bo%nd:;@ooGoQ Boﬂmgoq&obabn@o

3mb393i300 030@330‘360 33em930L 03.)5)3@32)30. 63360 mgméoa 23(h 303900, 6Hma d@og(‘m
méaoﬁo%oBoU@o 33@@360 d60dgbgemmgoboo méaasogoeoob 3.)60’)30[) 3oLondmdgLgdemoce, ©3sL

935900 oloys, 6Hmd 33009300 3968mdoemgosdo méaaﬁogoeou@o 33@0360[} 0gdd> 060l Lo 38ome
oboemo  33emggomo  3m33mbgbho. 1980-00b0 Bemgdol obLoByoldo goBbro goBeommo obihgéglo
méaoﬁo%oBoU@o 33@0360[} dqLbogemoals 808060, éoboB oem39Lmbo  dmobligbogal, (430030063
. 300630’)60003@0 33@@360b Bnab“(Alvesson, 2004). 5L 333@36, méaosogoeonwo 33@0360[}0@80
osd)géabo domomod 60’)30’)63 030509903mbgodo,  oLggg 36-):100300[)02)30. m06033@6m33
méaoﬁo%oeog?ﬁo 33@036)0 goboboemgoo, ézmamﬁe aoodbyggho 360dgbgemmdol 3gmbg o o
336)0@@360[} °d333b mﬁaososbeoob 33633836@0.

30600@06 oqu@oBoo 3cv>ooobcv>3b méaoﬁogoeonb bb3aqaobb3o 8bat4>3b dmérolb 3mm6@060300b domom
ogooé)&)l), 806[}0330}6)8600) bOOGCBm&)aDBOC') OOdGMQmaoSBO 80@0868386 6)0’)@[} moaoambb

Débabu@ﬂ@bs BOG&&)U@ 36)(‘088[582)88 8&@\)[)3@030 @b 0')6)8\)6080800[) 3‘3@6‘36)0[’ B3Q)0Q)86é30

oborg  L3oolgho Logdeomdl  1Bo&doBo&  HEoblggm&aoosdg Gmgmey Lmgosmnéow, obg
3300600303'3(4)0@, 6)08 COVID-19-3o 30006060 o 6)«)8«)6 38830@0 856 mé)&bso%oeon@o 33@(’9‘36330
(Spicer, 2020). b3oob3(4>o oBonabb, &Hm3 36030@0 mﬁaosogoeoobm:))ob doéomogﬁo @6363@3636&
30@006033@0 3boo3t4>o>bmgbobc o 8086@3006083. ob 3&6»3@00%, oy 600300(4: 3006@360 Bgodasob
mE30b035300L Jnehed, Bmgbsy yggems 3330m3l bsbemowob. dolo bo3&m3ob Ly 33emgg0 ségocmo
l)Gcoé)UQ) méaosogoeonwo 33@036360[} Oéosb%méﬁoeooo, 6)(’0@3[}08 oébsbmbb
03060)(*)30[53@060050 meooQUéo 6)3830. oo amboaéabom, méaoGo%oBogbao oébg?)nq)ao
b@osq)oé(babao 0339000 boba o Gabobaogéo 38b38Q)60 b oéoq;méaaqnné)o bonboéo 33b33682>ob
Q)é)mb, odBo Lobemacoob, 30’)3303036)0[} 836060[) Bob Q’°8888°Q’ 30009™ 806860@. Ub 333@003360 NS
dbemmo méaoﬁo%oenn@n 8060030[5 mo:;obgbnégbob B3qmb, oé)oaaqu 033@860 méaosogouoob
donemoobo 3mE3mEohonmo Fyehnéo (Spicer, 2020). gb 3> 33em0emgdd Bo8mocggbl dmogee
393mbgg30L méaoso&)eoob 3363336360[)0030[5, 306500006 09050336003@360[) oo bobocmo

360{1@0 390000 Lobemoob 8y3omal.

(4:03@360@03 BGmbOQ)OO, bO%C‘)aOQC‘OOBOHO Oébgbn@() 8603368@0’)3060 6883860, 6)0')60')6)0800
83(‘36(‘030336)0 06 30’)@000336)0 36)080[)0, 8mombm3b C‘Oé)aOGOSOBOObaOG, 6)0')8 05@0@06 80')\)6)800[)
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oogobo 33@@360 oboem 6)30@0060[) (Meyer, 1982). 53 coémb, 36090 356)03, 30obgol 60360l 393
©gg%° méaoso?)oeonqm 396300006930l bd)éo(i)gaoo, bmemm, dgméag 356)03, beogdo 00060336008@3%[)
33C00emgdd, gobsacosb 8lgoglo 6)333330[} o6mb 006306080303630 00060836)«)8@360[) byodoemodogos
3600—36000 y39emo8g oo 36)006@3300 (Pynes, 2009). 8oybgeogsce 0dabs, &3 3o6g8mb éygggdo
dasob 835(’0@0[) 33@0363@0 83@0@3%[30030[) méaoGn%oBooao, obobo ob333 06333b bb3oq>obb3o
30’)333*3@0060[5 méaoso&bgocﬂo Qobodaabnq)gbobm(),ob. Sb b@abo 85306, 600@3[)03 3063 83500@0
o0dymgdl méaoGoSaBogbb 39339006 0og006m0 33@0‘360[) goemboBobem ob3gdhgde, dogéod 303600
@63 2b3ggdhgde bgemBgnbgdgemo ohmgmb. 030boblnéo 36080lol 398cogg 3936235 8lbgoemds d9638s
33330@0 333@083 m30@b0506m ob335j(1)3?>o, 6)006006)0300 domo Qoéabn@abgbo oo 0d Qémobom3ob
80606333@0 3memodhe 3900, 8o8t4>08 8o o6 dg;3300m9L 303609 6 d603d3bgemmdols 3gmbg vb3gghgdo,
Gmdemgdoy dbmemme 98 mE3z608o;30gd0bmgol ogm odoboloosmgdgemmoa(Spicer et al., 2015). gL
13°6°L369emo bBOObSémbgnQ)o bgcogoor  ogoliogdo 30‘:30@0360@, 60@806 ©6Omby o b0363330
mEgoboBozonmo B 3obopol HEblogmEds3ool o bogds dolo sboem &gocmmdslionsb
Imérggdo.

mEgobodozogmo  gobgomotgdol  IgboeBnbgdol  306mdgdde  860d3bgemmgobos  0bmgozeyo
docogmdgdol Q063<¢>33o Swgdd)émsn@o@, Homd 33606336363@0 ogmb m060336m3@36b dmé0lb
836@'360060, beaemom, 330’)63 3bt4m3, 06&6[)0300630300 NG >3dmBbeoglb méaosogaeoobam3ob
Q030686333@0 (AlHamad, et. Al, 2022). bsméaq) o9 Lo 30005%30 bbnboéo oméce0boodo 80606383@
33@33030, 60083@03 2022 ESQB 3‘)65")6’(303@@‘) o BbSanoob 30600?)32)30 bo3063060m@86@m
mEgob0do300d0 00653 MIengool  Fydomdol  gmgdhnEmdol  Logombl 03gemgges.  33emg30lL
3900939939, 93dhmE0l gobom3troc, 9hggbs G 0oboddErMmIgemms Bobmgal  EmbYBg 0bmgozeyéo
dog™mdgde - gemgdhembyemo 394oboddgdel obgerggo o domo godmygbgds, 3mBotone gogemgbol
obogbl mEgb0do307em o LyghmEeD 39b300069053g.

,,Qobﬁaseont‘m 36000360)«)50” - 3@3d06m63@o 30316030300 o0 méaaﬁo%aeon@o 8&6300006350

SQJSd@é)OOSUQ)O 3@00%00(4)3860[) baano@gbom ma60336m3@86m06 33‘303360 3003360 30300 0(4:8 oy
obg oboemoo, 308603 Sl’ N 3e60b363@o 8a6bb3o3q>360 0d 8eb3¢0bom, oy 6)00600(4: @m6383 b@gbo
3003350 30300 3@3{1@6)0063@0 osmb@obo ©d bo3330m 06086630 300600@860[5 oébsbmbo 3600—36)000
439eoBy 3ogPRaRgdae 3Goghoze oye, Hoy @y dbgmae GRgds. gb gmggaragy eobormoe
330830@0, BN 333@38, 6)0(3 306@8&)0[} HSQ{]&OQ o oY 300060 méaoGo&aBoSBao boicém 8obqao
g6m0obo  gemgdhembymmo 3mehommol 394dbs (Hassanien, 2021). goéced 980bo, 3médoemgdol
Lo 330('0@ oo boBoemo aébgbmbb NS 6)0060068 bo;goéoo 030 3o30° ob 3@0003006)30, oﬁmaaqa
Uano@mqa méaosogoeoob 30@0 8036360[}00030[5 HSdaso@o 8003(4)3@0 bo3<¢>33, 6)(’033@08 8063
306)0[)0030[5 53@30b063q3m30 56 560l 8@8{1060063@0 3003360 3oeoob 0306)8@8630 b&oéa@ Y| 30@0
Bo%gbob 8‘)80’33632’" b@abo 00060836003@36[) dmol, 6)008@8?)03 QQGOHSU@ob 8030033686000
36)003068000005 30’)336030300[} 088063586 ©o 33@006 agboboaob Qmsnaasooeoob.

bOOGCB("')éJaOBOO’) Omjsmq)ooaoabob bad@méo 3(")'3@(")2)[) 8886[)0 @O bogno@gbgbb, 6)00)0 @0686)80’)6 Ob

od@o3m6360, 6)0’)3@3603 3306@360 8065006)(303@@3[} QobéoGeonéoQ Uob@gbo b03m33603080m
OOdstJmaogbob 803(‘083636000, é)maméoeoo Microsoft Teams, Zoom, Skype, WhatsApp, bluejeans,
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Webex, Hangouts oo ©.3. Lgghm&o 06393L g06¢hmocmné 3gbggroérgdl, 300bo3969613090L, gmerddmazgdl,
bgaosoégbb - 3330000 OQEOHGUQO Lo 3m8~350 3oB30™ boanowgbgbob boHUoQ)gbooo (Pollak, et. Al, 2022).

aot‘)@o 530bo, 0383060 396m3g60L oblb, 6)00@5)[)03 Lodydom 303350360060 133C09e000 Qob@oﬁennén
oy Lomagalyg bo3t¢>30@06 dn3omdols e6mb, Lo 39ome bdoto 33emggomo  Logobo  gobeoo.
gemggdhembymmoce 98006760 Gglnelgdol 3o6mgal bozembdo doemoblo brogds boz8ome 89360
Jnooboo, 36000 856)03, bobemocesb 3ndomdols o6mb 0005033(4)0038@0 BmgogL ohmb, 60083@0[3
boabob~3630 dobobgemgmmoce 3beoo q)oaboé3o, 080 obggg gb doemoblio 0demgds 85306, 600@3[)03
0oLhob307&o 3x3omdals 6™l o6 beogdo E6H™momo 3006@6)00@0, 07 60l b BmERgl 8ydomdol,
ob & 3900 96930 coBgbocm Logdql (Bloom, et. Al, 2019). met‘){]@ 08 808g3980L go8m, boabégm
00360 3odo 50606363@ 3393930 dodmomgdo 6.)8&6)00@@0 03oben0b (oo 3&330636000, “Hmd 680@360
3039060 06 o6LgdmAL 0e8006yG0 EBglnElgdel Focmgol obbion® o SEmabobizoné
LyEohgz090L dméals.

3@3{1060063@0@ 0@03006360 éabuébabob 6063000&6)32)0[) 306)(\063630 Lo 380mco, 3“’636’803@0
3@00030063360[} Q06368303@3 dmbcoo 6063333@0 (4>ob3 %odmmégbob oboemodo, Gm3mol
dobgcogomoy3, @obOOGBoUéo dndomdols 360’)-36000 3°3mB3930 meég@ 393900l bo3emgdmdoloob
> JobhHm, 0d3mmmofgdymo 873omdolosb oym o 30330690nmmo (Hassanien, 2021). LBmégo o3
doBgB0lL godm, dgogddbo QobOQGBo:]éo dndomdol Lbgocoobbgo 36068030, 6(’033@03 06m30303600
0goeob  308m3oborg, GBI mEZobodoos  bgégoglh  LoobogmGdsom o Lo 3mBnbozoizem
Lodyoemgdgdol sbemgdne ImegemgoL. dbggg, 33emecmgdgde godgb 3obéogbo o dgbggrérgddo, Gy
6363660300, 306306)(\06363@00 baanaamb bBSBOCBO 300093 (Fenech, 2022).
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Abstract

Much has been written about how Russia and China detest when another superpower gains

strength in a region that is considered by the two as a "sphere of influence."

Central Asia represents a natural area of interest for both Moscow and Beijing. According to the
above-mentioned logic, here these two superpowers should be competing, but we see the
opposite - Central Asia has hosted an order, which the Chinese side called the "division of
labor" between Russia and China. The principle implies cooperation/division of roles. China

provides economic stability, and Russia has the role of security guarantor.

The paper explains the nature of the relations between China and Russia in Central Asia. First,
it illustrates how Moscow and Beijing cooperate/co-exist here. This is done by separately
exploring the roles of the two actors mentioned in the region. The second part of the article is

devoted to finding the determining factors of the current order in Central Asia.

The research found that the above-mentioned roles of China and Russia in Central Asia are not
rigid and they often intersect "in the dimension of each other." This is especially true of the
People's Republic of China, whose rise makes Beijing's involvement in the region’s security

issues inevitable.

The reason for maintaining the harmonious order between the two superpowers in the region
lies in the structure of the international system. Currently, China and Russia are united against
the "US unipolar liberal international system" with a revisionist motive. Under this
circumstance, it is irrational for Moscow and Beijing to break diplomatic, economic, and

military partnerships over disagreements in Central Asia.

Key words: Russia; China; Central Asia; Great power.
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Introduction

Russia and China detest when another superpower gains strength in a region they consider as their
"sphere of influence." Russian policymakers have repeatedly justified aggression against Ukraine and
Georgia on the grounds of preventing NATO and EU expansion. At the same time, the People's Republic
of China cannot hide its indignation when, for example, the US deploys the THAAD anti-missile system
in South Korea. (Mullany & Buckley, 2017)

Central Asia, a region comprised of 5 post-soviet republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, is considered as a sphere of influence by both Great Powers, Russia and
China. That gives us the expectation that the region must be a ground of competition between Moscow
and Beijing. Nonetheless, the reality is different. In 2019 the news spread that China would open a
military base in former member-state of the USSR - Tajikistan. (moderndiplomacy, 2019) In 2022 Russia,
by the name of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), deployed 2500 troops on the
territory of Kazakhstan. (REUTERS, 2022) The two sides haven’t shown any sign of resentment about
each other’s actions. This is because for more than two decades China and Russia have been
cooperating/co-existing in this region under the framework of what the Chinese side called “the Central
Asian Division of Labor”. This entails Russia being the region's security provider, while Beijing is an

economic one. (Christoffersen, 2022)

The paper aims to explain the nature of China’s and Russia’s relations in Central Asia. Therefore, it
primarily will portray how are Russia and China cooperating/co-existing in Central Asia. This will be
done by separately showing Russia’s and China’s roles in the region. The second part of the article will
be dedicated to finding the determining factors of the current Central Asian order and answering the
main research question - ,Why are China and Russia cooperating in Central Asia when according to

existing practices they should be competing with each other ?"

It is a rare case when two big and belligerent states in the international arena make a significant
compromise with each other and create a common order. The analysis of this order will be interesting,
for the decision-makers of the actors operating in the region, as well as for the studies related to the
politics of the great powers, regional studies, policy studies of China, Russia or the Central Asian
Republics. Although the academic literature about China’s and Russia’s relations in Central Asia exists, it
is mostly descriptive. Hence, examining the determining factors of the nature of these relations will

contribute to a better understanding of this particular case of international relations.
Methodology

The paper is based on qualitative research methods. Various academic articles, documentary-analytical
material, speeches of officials, official state documents, documents of international organizations and
news articles have been analyzed. The first part of the work is devoted to separately portraying the
influence of China and Russia in Central Asia. By showing Beijing’s role as the region’s economic

dominator and Moscow’s role as a security provider, the nature of the Central Asian is drawn. The
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second part of the article explores the factors that lead to this order and the harmonious coexistence of
China and Russia in the region. The analysis is done on the third level by focusing on the distribution of

power between global actors in the international system and the norms of the relations between them.
China’s role in Central Asian Republics

In the ,division of labor between Russia and China, Beijing has the role of ensuring an economic order
in the region. Its attention towards Central Asia dates from the beginning of the independence of five
central Asian republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
China’s main goal was and to this day remains to secure its border and avoid the spillover of the Central

Asian instability in the Chinese western regions, especially in Xinjiang. (YAU, 2022, p. 4)

Since the late 1980s, China had already been interested in economic circles from Xinjiang through
Central Asia to the Middle East. In 2010 PLA general Liu Yazhou described the region as ,the thickest
piece of cake given to Chinese by the heavens,“ symbolizing the country’s special interest in the region’s
economic field. (Christoffersen, 2022) In 2000s Beijing starts investing in Central Asian countries. Both
parties benefited from the cooperation. After the fall of the USSR Central Asian Republics suffered
economically. The political system of each republic did not attract an abundance of western investment.
Under the necessity of reducing a historical dependence on Russia, the five needed an investor who
would assist despite their attitude towards democracy and human rights. This created an excellent
climate for cooperation with Beijing. The People’s Republic of China specializes in providing easier
financial assistance to authoritarian states and as a result gaining influence over them. Moreover, in the
2000s because of the fast-growing economy, China’s energy demand was increasing at a high rate.
Central Asia is one of the richest regions in mineral and energy resources, therefore Beijing’s interest

towards its neighbouring region naturally grew.

One of the most important means for China to increase its economic influence in the region became the
Belt and Road initiative. It was in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan where Xi Jinping first time publicly
talked about the massive project. Precisely under the BRI, massive amounts of investments and loans
have been issued. China is financing all kinds of infrastructure: roads, highways, railways, etc.
(Christoffersen, 2022)

Consequently, today China is the region’s main investor and creditor. For 2020 it had allocated 40 billion
dollars in investment in Central Asia. (Kumenov, 2022). Moreover, Chinese debt amounts to 30.5% of
Kyrgyzstan’s GDP, 16,1% of Tajikistan’s, and 7.5% of Uzbekistan’s GDP. (Sidana, 2022)

China has significantly benefited from engaging in Central Asia. Currently, 42% of China’s total gas
import, which amounts to 15% of its total demand, comes from Central Asia. (eurasianet, 2021)
Turkmenistan is selling its natural gas below the market price. Kazakhstan is having a low-profile
regarding China’s increased repressive actions against people in Xinjiang, a region which, a part of

Turkic-speaking Uighurs, is home to 1.6 million ethnic Kazakhs. (Svoboda, 2021)

127



63630/ b@n@aﬁ(omo 53660@0 bm300@36 3335036863630 / 0053060, 2023

China is gaining the right to exploit natural resources in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, as those two
countries are the two poorest in the region and the most dependent on Chinese debt. Today
approximately 80% of Tajik gold deposits are under the control of Chinese enterprises. (Altynbayev,
Citizens, environment suffer from Chinese gold mining in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 2022) According to
Kasybek Jolchuyev, a Bishkek-based security analyst Tajikistan’s reluctance to join the Russian-led
Eurasian Economic Union must also be explained by Chinese influence. (Altynbayev, 2021)
Furthermore, in 2011 Tajik parliament ratified a new protocol on border delimitation handing over to

China more than 1000 square kilometres in Pamir Mountains range. (Dzamukashvili, 2022)

Besides economics, China is working on its soft power in Central Asia. It is financing schools and
Confucius institutes to teach the Chinese language. Beijing also funds exchange students from the region
to Chinese Universities, which gained more popularity among locals, compared to Russian educational
institutions. In 2013 Xi Jinping proposed a ten-year educational plan for Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation member countries among which four are Central Asian republics. In 2016 more than
22,000 students from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan were studying in China.
(JTANG, 2021)

China’s limited influence in the security sphere of Central Asia

China’s growing economy and power has made the Asian Giant more involved in the security sphere in
the region. But until today Chinese have been subtle, fearing spoiling the relations with Russia over this
matter. Their every action concerning the military in the region is done in three ways - either with the

cooperation with Moscow; solely for securing Chinese western borders; or touching just minor issues.

From the 1990s China’s main instrument which was concerned with Central Asia’s security was the
Shanghai Five. It was established in 1996 by China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan.
Hence, Beijing and Moscow cooperated within this organization. Moreover, the organization didn’t pose
significant importance for Central Asia’s security, as the Shanghai Five aims for military and economic
cooperation; intelligence sharing and joint infrastructure projects among member states. The
organization is nowhere close to a military alliance like Russia’s CSTO. the Shanghai Five turned into
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, the loose body of 8 different including rival states like India on
the one hand and China and Pakistan on the other. Due to the inclusion of such different actors the

functionality and the importance of the organization are questionable. (the SCO, n.d.)

In the military and security sphere, Beijing has always shown cautiousness. It has limited the number of
military bases in the world, but one of them was recently opened in Central Asia, Tajikistan. That
information was confirmed in 2019. The base at first was used by joint forces of both countries, yet some
reports are indicating that after the secret talks, Tajikistan agreed to hand the military base to the
Chinese. In late 2021 it became known that Asian Giant would finance the building of another military

facility in the Gorno-Badakhshan autonomous province, Tajikistan. Badakhshan’s base will have the
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personnel of Tajikistan’s Rapid Reaction Group (Special Forces). But, as it was in the first case, Beijing

thanks to Tajikistan’s dependence on its debt, can obtain control of the second military facility as well.

Thus, China’s growing footprint in the security sphere of Central Asia is undeniable. However, Xi
Jinping’s government still tries to leave the impression to Moscow that it is only interested in ensuring
the security of Chinese frontiers. Both military bases are at the border with Tajikistan and Afghanistan.
Building the second facility is largely motivated by the Taliban’s return to power and the threat of
spilling over the chaos in Chinese territory. That region is momentous for Beijing as Turkmenistan-
China natural gas pipeline goes by. (Avdaliani, 2022) So far, no denouncement or negative statement has

been made by the Russian side about the Chinese military bases in Tajikistan.

The increase of Chinese armament in Central Asia is equally noteworthy. During the years 2010-2014,
Beijing accounted for only 1,5% of the region’s military equipment. Today, that figure has grown to
18%. (Avdaliani, 2022)

Russia’s role in Central Asian Republics

Russia has historically dominated Central Asia. It conquered the whole region by the 19" century and
managed to maintain it until the dissolution of the Soviet Union. However, this domination ended and
currently, Russia is only holding the security provider role. Similarly, as in China’s case, roles aren’t
rigid and sometimes Russia engages in the economic dimension. The main instrument for Moscow to
play its part in the security sphere is the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), while on the

economic field, the Eurasian Economic Union stands out.

Collective Security Treaty Organization and Central Asia

The Collective Security Treaty Organization is a military alliance, which alongside Russia, Armenia and
Belarus, involves three Central Asian republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. The
organization’s origins date to 1992 when Russia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan signed the Collective Security Treaty. It was an attempt of Moscow to establish a similar
body to Warsaw Pact (WP). While the treaty’s 4 article was consisting of mutual defense obligation,
members’ commitment was shaky, and it lacked the ideological cohesion that underpinned WP. (the
CSTO, 2022)

In 2002 original members of the CSTO, minus Uzbekistan, plus Belarus, established the Collective
Security Treaty Organization. Unlike its predecessor, it is a full-blown military organization. CSTO
involves military cooperation and intelligence sharing, regular joint exercises and prohibits its members
to join any other security alliance, making them interdependent on one another for security guarantees.
No CSTO member can accept a military presence from a third country without the consent of all its

members (primarily Russia). In 2007 the CSTO Created the Peace Keeping Force of 3600 troops. Two
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years later Rapid Reaction Force was created, which according to the organization includes 20 000 elite
personnel on high alert. (the CSTO, 2022)

The Collective Security Treaty Organization’s and therefore Russia’s role as a security provider in
Central Asia has been downgraded due to the CSTO’s inaction. It has twice refused its members’ call for
triggering article 4, firstly in 2010 during ethnic unrest in Kyrgyzstan and then in 2021 when Armenia
accused Azerbaijan of attacking its territory a year after Baku’s victory in the second Nagorno Karabakh
War. (Reuters, 2010) (Mejlumyan, 2022) CSTO members didn’t applaud Russia’s aggression against
Georgia and Ukraine either. Consequently, in recent years the future of CSTO’s existence seemed to be

under question.

Moscow’s comeback in the region as a security provider took place in January 2022. After the huge
unrest due to the 140% price rise of LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) chaos has engulfed large cities in
Kazakhstan. President Tokayev triggered article 4 of the CSTO, seeing ,foreign powers” behind the
protests. For the first time in its existence, the Russian-led CSTO acted and deployed 2500 troops in
Kazakhstan’s principal buildings. (REUTERS, 2022) Vladimir Putin claimed victory in defending
Kazakhstan from what he described as a foreign-backed terrorist uprising. (REUTERS, 2022)

Central Asia - part of the great power politics

In an ideal case, both China and Russia would love to have a monopoly of influence over Central Asian
republics. However, the distribution of power between global actors: China, Russia and the US, as well
as existing norms of animosity and partnership between them, led to the current Central Asian order.
Since the end of the cold war, the United States has emerged as by far the strongest state in the world,
constructing a unipolar international order. Vladimir Putin’s Russia and president Xi Jinping’s China
have shown intolerance to this order and the necessity of a Russo-Chinese partnership to reconstruct the
norms of the system. It is exactly this global competition against the US, that forces Moscow and Beijing

to close their eyes on Central Asian inconvenience.

The USA’s unipolarity

Since the US beat its main competitor the USSR, until middle the 2010s the world was unipolar, with
the USA having no peer competitor. Even in 2021, Washington spent 801 USD on the military, more
than China, India, the UK, Russia, France, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Japan and South Korea Combined.
(SIPRI, 2022) Whereas, in terms of the size of the economy, by the year 2012, when Xi Jinping became
the president of the PRC, the US’s GDP was still twice bigger the second economy in the world — China.
(The World Bank, 2023)

During the unipolar moment, the US and its allies managed to solidify liberal international order. They

did so by fulfilling three main tasks. First, Expanding or creating the institutions that made up the
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western international order. NATO and the European Union included former members of the
communist USSR and Yugoslavia. The US even managed to incorporate China and Russia into the World
Trade Organization (WTO), The World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The second
task was promoting maximized free trade and fostering unfettered capital markets. China’s and Russia’s
accession into the above-mentioned US-led financial institutions symbolizes America’s success in
fulfilling this objective. Third, Washington was dedicated to promoting liberal democracies around the
world. According to Freedom House, by 1986 34% of countries in the world were democracies. In 2006
that figure had grown to 41%. However, the third task has on numerous occasions led to unsuccessful
military interventions or state building, Iraq, Syria and Libya being the clearest examples. Hence, USA’s
liberal International Order didn’t leave every actor satisfied. Along with other regional actors, Russia
and China started opposing US’s hegemony as soon as they (re)gained power. (Mearsheimer, 2019, pp.
21-30)

Russia and China as revisionists
Russia’s perspective

Russian policymakers have never liked the USA’s lead. By the 1990s, weakened Russia had already
expressed its concerns about the Enlargement of NATO and the EU, as well as the West’s intervention in
Balkan conflicts. As Moscow slowly regained power and left the economic collapse behind, its rhetoric

became more and more hostile towards the liberal international order and soon revisionist actions

followed. (Clunan, 2018, pp. 49-51)

In 2007 during Munich Security Conference Vladimir Putin openly criticized unipolarity and
emphasized that Russia was viewing it as a threat. He described unipolarity as the state when there’s
only ,one center of authority, one center of force, one center of decision making. “Referring to the US’s
intervention in Balkan conflicts and Iraq, Putin pointed out that this order leads to uncontained hyper
use of military force, which makes unipolarity pernicious for everyone in the system. “7his is extremely
dangerous. It results in the fact that no one feels safe. I want to emphasise this — no one feels safe!”-
declared the Russian president. Afterwards, he added how Russia was concerned about NATO’s eastward

enlargement. (Putin, 2007)

Putin’s speech at the Munich Security Conference predicted and symbolized Russia’s fight against the
Liberal International Order for the following sixteen years. Kremlin: has tried to disrupt the rule-based
International System; Promoted alternative, anti-western discourse; and imposed its own norms on the
regions where it was feasible, Central Asia being one of the examples. Russia violated the territorial
integrity of Georgia and Ukraine in 2008 and 2014. Putin promoted Russian TV Channels Russia Today
and Sputnik around the world to portray the alternative view and established institutions like Eurasian
Economic Union to solidify its influence over regions it considered as ,near abroad.” In February 2022 it
invaded Ukraine and launched the biggest war on the European continent after World War Two. Those
aggressions are revisionist acts by their nature, as Kremlin not only violated international law but also

referred to those acts as means combat unipolarity by stopping NATO from ,expanding. “
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Still being significantly inferior to US’s power, Moscow needed an ally to combat unipolarity. This ally
turned out to be China, another global power, which rose largely thanks to integrating into the Liberal
International Order, and which under the rule of President Xi Jinping became more and more assertive

in the foreign policy field.
China’s perspective

For a long time, Washington has aspired to integrate China into the globalized international order,
hoping that economic interdependence would eventually lead to PRC’s democratization. This did not
happen. On the contrary, with huge demographic protentional and average economic growth of ten
percent for decades, China’s rise, disruption of unipolar power distribution and dispute with the US

became just a matter of time.

In 2001 the year, when China joined WTO, the US’s GDP was ten times bigger than China’s. Twenty
years later, in 2021, China’s economy had approximately 80% of the size of the USA GDP. (The World
Bank, 2023) This economic growth has been proportionally correlated to Chinese military expenditure.
Currently Asian Giant spends 229 billion USD on defense, being the second in that figure, after the
USA’s 767 billion USD. (SIPRI, 2022)

The change in the distribution of power among global actors has led to the commencement of rivalry
between the US and China. Chinese President Xi Jinping not only became the strongest leader of the
PRC after Mao Zedong but also launched aggressive foreign policy against Washington and its Asian
allies. China prematurely took over control of Hong Kong by passing new national security law.
(Hernandez, 2020) It bolstered its claims in the South China sea and on Japanese-controlled
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. (South China Morning Post, 2020) (The Japan times, 2020) Under Xi’s
governance China has had serious border clashes with another US ally in the Region — India. (Mishra,
2020) Perhaps, the watershed issue in the US-China relations is Taiwan. With more and more pressure
from the Chinese side and US’s commitment to defending the island, tensions between great power are

the most likely to escalate on this matter.

Washington, on the other hand, in the last two National Security Strategies, qualifies China (as well as
Russia) as the revisionist power. (The White House, 2017) (The White House, 2022) On May 26, 2022,
The Secretary of state Antony Blinken in a historic address to George Washington University called
China the most serious long-term challenge to the international order. (Blinken, 2022) Besides, the
Biden administration has continued Trump’s non-friendly policy towards China, once again confirming

that Beijing represents a huge threat to the US-led order.
Russia’s and China’s partnership — impact on Central Asia

Hence, as seen above China and Russia are fighting on one side. They are situational partners against the
unipolar system and trying to reconstruct multipolar international order. Even though the relations are

asymmetrical, and China has an upper hand over Russia, the two countries still provide an important
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value to each other. If Beijing and Moscow were to spoil relations on the Central Asian matter, potential

losses for both would outweigh the potential gains.

As mentioned, China and Russia are unequal partners. Moscow depends on China much more than vice
versa. For example, in 2021, a year before the invasion of Ukraine, China was already the top trading
partner for Russia after the EU. For China, on the other hand, Russia was the fourteenth. Economic
dependence is expected to further grow in the face of western sanctions on Russia. However, the
disparity is balanced by Russian energy supplies to enormous Chinese demand. In 2021 16 percent of
Beijing’s crude oil imports, 15 percent of its total coal imports and 10 percent of its natural gas imports

came from Russia.

Other fields, where China and Russia are cooperating are diplomacy and military. Moscow and Beijing
go hand in hand at the UN Security Council. Whereas on the military level, even though Russia no
longer is major arms supplier for China, they frequently conduct joint military exercises. Those drills
primarily are intended to showcase to the west Moscow’s and Beijing’s opposition towards liberal
international order. Furthermore, the exercises provide additional value for the Chinese, as they lack
real-life combat experience, something that Russians can share as they have an abundance of it.
(Maizland, 2022)

Central Asia can be seen as an example of an alternative system of the liberal order, led by Russia and
China. Common positioning against the west, and economic, military and diplomatic interdependence
lead to Moscow’s and Beijing’s acceptance of peaceful coexistence in the region and cooperation in
constructing an order of Central Asia. This, however, doesn’t mean that the nature of those great powers
has changed. The two, perhaps still dream of solely dominating the region, which can be the source of a
dispute in case of change in the distribution of power in the world or in the existing norms between

global actors: Russia, China and the US.

Conclusion

Five Central Asian Republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, host a
regional order led by two great powers — China and Russia. Beijing ensures economic stability in the
region by investing and providing loans. The Belt and Road Initiative has been the main framework of
these operations. In exchange, China has access the Central Asian natural resources and secures its

western borders from instability.

Russia, on the other hand, is responsible for the security of Central Asia. It leads a military alliance the
Collective Security Treaty Organization, which unites three Central Asian republics: Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan under the mutual defense obligation. Throughout the years, due to CSTO’s
inaction, Russia’s role as a security provider has been downgraded, however, Moscow made its comeback
in January 2022 by helping Kazakh president Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to disperse the anti-governmental

protests.
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Those roles are not strict, and two countries frequently cross the boundaries of other’s areas of action.
For instance, China has built two military facilities in Tajikistan and its share in arms supply to Central
Asian republics has grown in recent years. Russia on the other hand through the Eurasian Economic

Union tries to influence Kazakhstan’s and Kyrgyzstan’s economies.

Both Russia and China do not tolerate other powers growing influence in their neighboring regions.
However, this doesn’t create animosity between the two in Central Asia. At this moment of history
Moscow and Beijing are allies in a common battle. They are revisionist states opposing the US-led
international order, which has been established in a post-cold war unipolar world. Russia and China
provide meaningful diplomatic, economic and military value to each other and even if the two sides are
not happy by seeing each other’s growing influence in Central Asia, worsening the relations on this

matter is untimely.
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