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Abstract

Tourism has a positive economic impact on the country's economy due to the creation of jobs
and income. Therefore, it is deading sector in the economy of many countries, sustainable
conservation of the area's natural heritage, development of appropriate marketing for the global
market, development of tasks for the promotion of regions of littknown and promising areas,
coqperation at the local or international level, etc. They are the main components that drive the

growth of the tourism industry every year.

The presented paper deals with the idea of creating a geopark, which represents a new, modern
concept in the conservation of natural landscapes, and its emphasis is focused on the development
of tourism. In the Caucasus, this is one of the attempts to ¢eea geopark, which has a proven
tourism strategy for developed countries, as evidenced by the fact that the geopark occupies an
important place in the world tourism industry in recent times. One of the tasks of the Geopark is

to stop population migrationfrom mountainous regions by developing tourism.

The paper discusses the precise understanding of the geopark concept, geopark approaches
that have been constantly changing from 1991 to 2019. If at first the idea of creating a geopark
served only to protect and popularize a unique international geolodiGea and thus the
economic benefits of local residents, now the geopark is a unified geographical area with

international value, where people have come, settled since ancient times and live to this day.

The paper highlights the modern approaches of the geopark, which constantly emphasizes the
need and advantage of the geopark compared to other categories of protected areas, because the
geopark is not focused only on the strict protection of nature, it fscused on the sustainable
management and use of resources. Therefore, the paper discusses the constant growth of tourist
flows caused by the creation of geoparks, the promotion of the region at the international level,
the employment of local people, anthe economic benefits obtained by the creation of geoparks

on the example of different countries.



The mountainous region of Racha, which has a great natural potential to become a member of

the UNESCO Geopark family, is taken as the research area.

The research was based on the processing of both international and local scientific works, field

expeditions, largescale thematic mapping.

For the last three decades, the Rachi region has been experiencing population decline both
naturally and mechanically, so a study of the region's population according to hypsometric heights
was conducted in order to highlight the problem and ways to soltlee problem. All research leads
to the point that the region needs such environmental economic projects, which will bring
financial benefits to both the local population and the economy of the region through the
sustainable management of nature, and wilhérefore contribute to the preservation and

settlement of the population.

The paper evaluates the natural and human potential of the region, identifies litkieown
geographical areas with international potential value, on the basis of which tourist routes were
planned for a prospective geopark, the length of the routes was detieed, the simplicity and
complexity of the routes were evaluated, areas containing natural hazards were identified, and

ways of community relations involvement were outlined. in the functioning of the geopark.

As a result of the research, it was revealed that the areas selected for the creation of a geopark
in the study region meet all the criteria set by UNESCO for a geopark. Both national and global
geopark planning is possible here. This is based on the nfufictional mountain environment,

mountain biodiversity, unique landforms, mountain traditions, cuisine, folklore and others.

Despite the detailed research, the region should be constantly monitored by specialists in the
future, because the mountains represent a place where natural disasters alternate with each other:
landslides, avalanches, mudslides, mountain slopes are desttofprests are stripped, settlements
are flooded. The Shovi tragedy of August 2023 showed that along with the development of
tourism, there is a need for constant monitoring of the area by specialistsexamination of the

places planned for the geopaiikom the point of view of avoiding danger.



The work has scientific and applied practical value, which is recommended to be used by local

and central authorities.

The work was financed within the PhDF19-3671 grant, winner of the PhD educational
program grant competition funded by the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation at the

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University.
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