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Abstract

The beneficial features of green spaces, urban parks and generally, of green infrastructure in big cities, is well
acknowledged. Trees absorb pollutants from the air, affect the temperature regulation, support biodiversity
and maintain the ecological equilibrium in urban areas. Nevertheless, the questions of how beneficial are the
parks and green spaces and what are the volumes of ecosystem services, provided by urban parks, are still

partially answered.

The aim of our study was to find out what types of ecosystem services do the urban parks and green cover of
urban cemeteries provide to the city; evaluate those services, and identify the roles, the ecosystem services

play, in the improvement of environmental and ecological status of the city.

The study of two urban parks and one cemetery, in Tbilisi had been conducted in 2018 and 2021, using the

modelling platforms i-Tree Eco and i-Tree Canopy of USDA federal Forest Service.

The research revealed that the green infrastructure of two urban parks of Tbilisi (“Red park” and “Expo
Georgia” park) and the Vake cemetery, provide city with number of important ecosystem cervices. Annually,
those green spaces sequester big amounts of carbon from the atmosphere (4.6 tons in “Expo Georgia” park, 4.7
tons — in “Red park” and 34.23 tons at Vake cemetery); store carbon in the woody tissue of trees (126.5 t in
“Red park”, 198.4 t in “Expo Georgia” park and 859 t at Vake cemetery); absorb big amounts of various
pollutants and particulates from the air (CO, NO2, O3, SO2, PM2.5 and PM10) - 119.6 kg (“Expo Georgia“
park), 90.3 kg (“Red park”) and 961.27 kg (“Vake cemetery”).



Study results showed that the green infrastructure of Thbilisi parks and cemeteries have an essential potential
of ecosystem services and their aggregated value exceeds $ 10 million US, what underlines the role, the

ecosystem services should play in urban planning and in informing various urban policies.

Keywords: Urban; parks; ecosystems; services; cemetery; i-Tree Eco; green infrastructure.
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33930Lm30L 2590mygbgd e 0gdbs 533-b Lraggarols IgME@BYMOOL Y35MESTIBEHOL LoBYIM BJLIMSTXYMO
LodBobEOl  dog® 8999985398900 BgoOMPO, OMIGEoE BsFowgdsl 0dwgls dg30Lfogzemm @
99358580 93mbeMLoLEHYIGd0L BYM30Lgdo Jowsgol FslidEsd0m 96 dMbogodswo@gdol Gghodmemool
990hgme  Bofoeqd®y.  33e0930LsL  BoGom®s  Loggarg  Lsdmdsmgdo  (bg-839bsdgueols  MImscnm
35D™33900 s bg-839bs619900L LEMo 063963 MI0BsE0s) s 13330 BHIMOEGHMM0YOOL dtreoyMbols

9903905 @5 330935 3M0mbol  LEBE3Mgddo  gwgdGHBmbmwo MHM39d0L s  IMPYOMHYdOL
L5 gdOm.

Pomdmagboro 331935, ®ogolbo  Fobss@lom, sbseo@H03MMo, LmEoswMEMm-93mbmdogmMo s
bLMEO0S-930MMROVIO0 bobosmMOLsy s FgoLagerols MEMBBMWOo 93mbolEgdgdols s 5sdosbo-
0Bgdol MHP0IOH™MJIGIOL, MDD go6gdmTo. 33939, JOMOMIIE JYMHEBMds 583-U Lmgerol
39796Mb9gmdoL  ©g35MFHg6GHOL, BJIMIMHO Lodyggm Lodbabm@ols (USDA  Forest Service) 9096
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0909935390900 33930000  JJNMEMEMP0sL, 3gdm, i-Tree Eco-lU o i-Tree Canopy-ob ULmgd-
0bLEMI963HJOL, OMIgdoE BodwseEgdsll 0dwg3056, MMBBMEo 83569 0bBOLEHMYIEGHOHOL JogH
dmfjemgdrero 93mboldgdgdol Lyd3oLgdo g38m3zw e 0g6s6 1533wz HINOGHMMsbY bygdol baggwg
9mbs399900L (i-Tree Eco) o GH9gMo@dmMool Hgsd3omol Logs@zgwols (i-Tree Canopy) sbsgroBol
d9039mdom. 33¢930L g FGPMEMEMY0s Ldw)sEgdIl 0deg3s F930Lfogermm S Jg39535BMm Lsdoeodm
LoLOGWHMYBOLS O LoxsMM 35639008 33969 Logo®mol 93mLoLEJIgd0L LyM30LYdOL TMEWMds S
300900 99093990l J0bg300m 9350 Y0bMm 5000 360TZ6gMds Jograddo LobmzMgdgeo yocmgdml
3999x ™d9LYdOLMZOL.

030oboL 3560 3930L  93mLOLE YOOl LgM30LgdOL  SPLIHIMs© @S FLogslgdms®  33w930LMZ0L
3990y9gb90)0 IMEY0®mgdol oG RBm®s i-Tree Eco V6 (396Los 6) (What is i-Tree? 2020)[4], aobansgo
MO IMs©  bgewdobsfizomdo  LmiEo/30myMsdwo  MBOHMBlgwymes, MHmIgewos 0ygbgdl s
3900550985390L, Lbgoslbgs Lobol 30ds@O, 4gMEMOROI S dOMPIMAMIGOM dmbs3gdgdl,
93LoLGHYF9O0L  bgMH30LGOOL  356150gBHEIOOL  2oTMBIMIEIIWI® S YMHdBMWwo vy bbgs BHYggdol
LEAOMIGHMIOMO0 O BYB30OO FobIBLOSMYOEGOOL 5b5EODBOBS s BMEIXOMHGOOLMZOL.

50 dgomeom, 2018-2019 Fargddo, dmbs mdoolol mMo Lodswsdm 3s630L, ,fomgwo dsmols”
(LOBOMODOEIM) S gJUZM-KMOR 0L 35M30L° (CO0YdY) bggdol Tgufogers (bggdol sGLYdIYEO bt s39d0L
OO 06396¢3)5MH0BE00m s sHBMBZ0m 35639301 GHJOOGMM0JdBY).

d900m©ob 3965300bs0Bs300Lm30L 9m35bobgom 5QR0MMIM0Z0 GB d0obol)
393 9MOMmaomo  (ferom®o  Boergdgdol  LosommdMozo  dmbs3gdgdo/Momgbmds,  3sgGob
A9939M5BH«M3, J5Mgd0L JOmeol dmbs3gdgdo) s 359MHOL sd0BIMGMYOOL Farow®mo, Lss™MdM0Z30 S
bbgs, BMPoAIMYMIB00, BOMEIMAOM0 ©S 3e0dsd Mo dmbs3gdgdol i-Tree Eco-b Lol@gdsdo
9993565, ®MIol  99d39m00m, LoLEJIOL  sEAMMOMT0  I0bYIMOTJOL  BHYggool  LEMWYIGHMELL,

39090mbES3300 9BIJBHIOLS S VOMYOIMGdJOL, IMEITME SHOWSL.

5060865305, MMI 3330l gIRO®, 306M39WsE  LsdbMgm  39339B0530, TusdgdgEo  obS,
MEGOBMo 93mbolGgIgooL bgm30Lgdol 33e¢g30L5mM30L, i-Tree Eco-U 3eo@Bm®mdsdo Bo@300mmyeoym
J. ©00olol, LobEgdobsmzol sME0wgdgwo yzgas dmbszgdo, GMIGEoE 4959Mm©Agds MdoErolols
L5330 M 330093900L5030LS(.
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0000obol MO0 MOHBBMWO 35MH30L 93mboLEBJIgdoL 331930l YGHIOO F9EII00, OHMIWIdOE
§0bs0gdsMg 33093030l Fodm3z09Ygbgm, sMfgMoos bsdgEbogdm LEsGH0580, MHMIgEoE FoMTsb
39907399605 83903560 Lsdg3b0gMHm-33g30m FMboer Climate-do (Alpaidze and Pace, 2021).

0000bob 35603900l 93mbolEgdgdol bgM3z0Lgdol s0bodbmwmo 33eg30L 99wIa900, 399myabgdwe 0dbs
030obol 35308 Lobogoml  bg-9339boMgmeo  LogsMol  93mbmbo@gdgdol  LgM30L9dmb
d9L5OMYIWS, M5T53 B39l 33009358 965¢0E03MEMO bolosmo Tobs; Gglodergdgaro asbs i-Tree
3B BMOIOL MG 15330930 IJNMEOm B0 8993gO0L GHNIbgMMD FgoMmgds.

030obob 35306 Bobogeoml 8)3569 LoggamOLs s BBZS BY30MHGIOL BB QobbMmM30gws i-Tree
Eco-b 9mbsomglisgg 360ma®d0l, i-Tree Canopy-U godmygbgdom, Mmdgwos google map-bg ogtbmdom,
Jowsddo  sGLGdMEo  939bs®mgeol 33969 Logo®zgol, ©os aMmbEoL, 0YsEo, 9665 FME0
B9053060900L5 S F96MdFI0M RBIM0 bgs30M9d0l Asm35olifjobgdom, gMbgmer 3mwoambby
3990030l 93mbobEgdgool Moy LgM30LgdL (3 33erg30L Fgdmbgzg3580, 3530L Lodowrsdm Lologwsml
LoBE3MYdT0). 33¢9g30LsMZ0L 35Dy FgoMBs 1533g30 BHIMOGMMOOL FoMaEqdo  (LEB3MYdO),
»3I30L“ ©93900L 4590Yygbgdom (HMIgdoE LmGE-3MMYMmI5d0s 0bEJAMOMYdIME0) s Fgdmbggzomo
d96MBg300m dmbs 500-bg 9@ 0 1533930 HaMGH0Wom BYEs30MHOL dMbod3zbs s F500 0WIBEHOBOIS(305.
3658590 s Bx30Mgd0 IM035396 F9aIAL: 5) Bggdol 356X 0 (bol BmmMEM3s60 Lsxgs®zgwo, dobo
39693930 b5{owo), d) dowsbo, ) 0o 3MbE0, ©) Fo8FMeEo s g) MRS FMWO HBYs30609d0, 3)
99b6mdgd0, B) 3Bgd0 s ) fywmzsbo LogM3ggd0. HBY30MYOOL SBseoBOl F9dzgmdom, 3MIMAMSDs
9bgbl 08 93mboLEHYIYOOL FMEIE0MYOSL (RoTMMZEsl), MMIWGIOE BMYSI sTLLOSMYdJOS
3190 Bg30M9d00LEMZ0L, 3MW0PMBOL FMHIJOOLS S FIBIOL 9035l F0bYdOM S BswoGH03MM
3OoGBMMT5d0, Md0Oolol Jguobgd sMLYdMmo b3sslbls 30035GHMMO s 359M0L d06IMMHYOOL
9mbs399900L gom3z5wobfjobgdoo.

300a®530L dogM Fgdmmozsbgdeos 500-1000-0g bs3zzwgzo FgOGHowol dgmBgzs-0mbodzbs (Mo
WROM 3930 §9OGH0Wwos, o0  Fo0o0s  BYI30M0L  sBseoBoll  LobMLEg). B3gbo  33wg30LsL,
990mbggz0m 0gbs 99MHbgmo 330603900l 546 g EHowo (ob. bobs@o 3).

dm399Mw0 30MyMmsds (i-Tree Canopy), 2obbbgoggdoom i-Tree Eco-996, s omgzoeolifjobgdl bszgwrgs
AIO0GHMM05Dg 5MLYdIo bggdols LobgmdBOOL sbsePoBL s 0ggbgdl AmgBEOml FolidEsd0m sOLYdWO



bbgoolbgs  Godol  bg-03965M9Mom IBsOMo  ©@s  Bb3s  Bgs3oMgdols  sbswro@olzm®,
3oL gdM IMbo39gIgoL. g 3OMYMHTs IMbgMbYdIM0s Joarsdol b Jolo Msombgdol df3969 s bbgs
Go30b (Bo3Molngmo 0bxmslGMmMdGOs, Jywmzsbo Bgs30M900, W0s 3MBGHO0, Lbgs) Logsmzgwols
dgLslfoges s dobo 8935a9bgeo 9egdgb@gdol Aobosbowrobgdws®, dgmbgzol LEBbIME Mo
3M30Egd0l (standard error) gomgzscobfjobgdoom.

15330930 MB0YIHO s 33930l 879300

J. ©00obol 399603035woE GOl Jmnwosbo GHgMoGm®mos 502 33. 30-U 95009bL. Mdowroliol 33569
103039900, oMM bgewrmzbMMo /56 dMbgdMOg0 [oMdMBmdol (3569 BsMNMdIOL dmo(35396.
d(3969 LogM39908d0 906  MEBBMEO 3563900, 13390900 @S B5Mgd0o, JMhgdol  bgogbgdo,
Lologsmgdol bg-939bsdgmero, 39Mdm bo350M30sdm 6533900930L 3F3569 BoOMMBIBO S MdOOLOL
39600393HM30 ©s dobs 2569gdm sOLYdMEo d69dM030 839bsMgmo bobEgdgdo.

0d0obob 3(3969 LogMEggd0 (373569 LEGMO) IbEIMgdom 145 33. 30-Bg 3M(39XIOS, MSG VDO OLOL
9603035003 )BHOL 0560 BoOMdOL (502 302) o9bEMgdoo 28.9%-05. x99, Y39 G030
(3969  BHIM0GHMM00L  FoOMMdO  BIMOBGds  9M98FMo  BYPIZ0MH0M  IBIOM, 6
bb30939M5, MMBdB0BOMYdIM, MHg39@0 #ob589b0sbgdom s ,bsEMmOlBIMO” 0bRMILEOWIGHWOOom
OIBRIOM BSOOMIJOL (158 302, 5649 0560 BsGIMdOL 31.47%) (Gadrani et al. 2017). mdoolido
90fomboGY)OEMdol  bbgs 3H0o3900L (36 Bmbgdol) BsGMdgd0  sbgs  gobsfowrgdmwo:  fywosbo
RMHMNMOIO0 (00006509900, 309d0) - Y0 BsOIMIOL 2.86%, LobMBM-bsdgMObgm dofigdo (3.29%)
bbgs G9MoGH™™m09d0 (32.88%, HMIEgdoa dm0o3o396 0d39e 0f9gdl, 3ermgsb Bgs3oMgdl, degarmgdls
5 bbgol) ( Gadrani et al. 2018).

B39b0 15330930 BHIMOOGHMM09d0 FMO(3930S MOOEIOLOL MG MMBBME 35036 s 35308 LGS
AIO0GHMO05L (ob. bsbos@o 1). 390dm, ,358Mm 2mdosdz0wol Lobgewmdols 35636 (sbg3g EbmdOL
P00 3500L“ Lobgerom), dmnwosbo FsGmmdom 3.3 3gd@BoMo (LsdOMsem, dobscmg B3Il
o6 3965 Lobs30MM, Lods®Erg B30l MBOWE 455 T); ,9Ju3M-KMOR 0L 35MIL™ - FNWO0sBO BoMPMBdO
3.2 399&960, 8090569 9. 3333600L o Ebgbs LobsdoMHmby, CO0MBYTo, B30l Mbob 418 3-Bg; s
39300 LobogG ML BHIMOEMMOL (17.86 35), 30 OLOL EOLYZEI0M, B30l EMBOIB 540 3. gl 3563900
Josdolb M8y393)0 3965896056900l Bmendo 3 dsdgmdgb s 3500 ImGmOol Jsbdoro ssbermgdom 2.7 30-



05 (0b. Bobo@o 2). 3530L Lobogasms Joersdols 3mbEwmTo dgdsmgmdL, d0bstg 3969l bgmdsls s ds
09690030 d0ds35¢ Bo33930WL Fmeob. (ob. bobs@gdo 1 s 3)

Bobs@o 1. 3sbm amdosdz0ol (,Homgeo 3500%) s ,9Ju3M-XMOX 0L 35603900 3530L Lobogwsm,
03000, 59OMBMAEML LYKRMIZ9EDY (53EHMMIIO: FOMMAO 30M303)59d] s 9356 seERs0dg, 2020).

99Mhgme 35639000, Lyggerg BsdMTomgdo RodsmEs 2018 Farols s330LEM-gdGH9ddgedo, i-Tree Eco v6-ob
153909 LobYEIIZ96gEM Fglsdsdolsgo (i-Tree Eco, field guide, 2020)[5].

06x8mM3s305, HMIJEo In3Mm39809w 0465 35639830 256bMGE0gwgdwwo Bsggwg Lsdmdomgdol MM,
bbgs 0oL gdmsb ghmo, moEsgs 990gal: o) bob MBo3swMMo 0YbEGH0B0IsGHMM0/bMIgMO,
0) ULobgmdolb (oom. genus) oLObYEgds (JoOMMEISE S WHM0bIMS®), ) 00MIYwo boby s
b533e930 653390006 396GH®0L GPS; ©) Lodswg (w0560 s FMEbsWo BMMEMZsb LsxkgsMsd©Y), 9)
L0y BMOEMZD LoBsMsdY (JoM0EsH), 3) bBob MMMl OsIgEHMo 939MHEOL  Lodswegby,
DBH[6] (1.38 8 bodo@gbg, 5 1A > Lolidol 3sxolm30L), B) FMMEM3560 LHFsMOL (330M23060L) Logsby
(N - S @5 E - W 80856:0099¢090900), 0) bols 3003560 Logsmol sbszarobo (3Gm3Egb@o), 3) 83300560
AMGHJOoL 303960 bol 230603306%9 S BMMEMZs60 LogsMZgOL gobsmgds (1-sb 5-0g F35wsbY,
Lo »5% 6036531 brymo FbMOEL IOl Lboggdom 4obsmgdsl: sdmLisgErgmo, LagErgmo, LsdbMgmo,
BO©OWMI0 ©5 Hgadmsb 496509ds). 50bodbmwo 33eg30m Fogdyeo dmbs3gdgdo dmEgdwos
J960bsqn Climate -do 59mg399b9g0e LEs@osdo (Alpaidze and Pace, 2021).

5939 165 000g35L 0loE, MHMI EPIOLIMZ0L, LsAfMbsOM® 5 335938 MdoErolol IMboEodswodgdol
AIO0GHMO00L Lbgoolbgs 39BgaMM00L 33569 LogsMOl (3563900, 133960900, 39MdM 653391900, Lodygm
bmgdo s Jmbol bgogzbgdo, Lbbzs) RIMMMIZOIOL sBMLEIOMwo Bmbozgdgdo. ,J. ™doolols
3996030350003H)BH0  000oLOL  oMgImbs3300m0 LEMoGIy0s 2015-2020“-8o[7] dmEgdmeos 1988
Daools, doobols bggdol 06396@sM0BsE00l  dmbszgdgdo  (HMIEgdoEg JMMIEIMMO  SOBYOMEO
dmbs3gd0s ™MdoEroldo sOBYOMEO bggdol doMmYdOL MomEbmdol Tgbobgd), GmIgwms dobggzom,
090oldo s Job 3b0E035¢E BHIMOEGMM0sDY (BMIgeroa 2007 fersdog 365 33. 30-b 89o09bs)[8],
18 doeomb domby dg@o bg-9396569 5MLGIMBL. MBOMOE MM 00g3sL, gb IMbs3930 Bogsdsmms. 933l
ofi393L ™dooldo dEgdscg bggdol doGmgdol doosbo MomEYbmds, Gmdgwog 960d369wm3bo


file:///C:/Users/m.mikadze/Downloads/1.%20á��á��á��á��á��%20á��á��á�¤á��á��á�«á��.docx%23_ftn5
file:///C:/Users/m.mikadze/Downloads/1.%20á��á��á��á��á��%20á��á��á�¤á��á��á�«á��.docx%23_ftn6
file:///C:/Users/m.mikadze/Downloads/1.%20á��á��á��á��á��%20á��á��á�¤á��á��á�«á��.docx%23_ftn7
file:///C:/Users/m.mikadze/Downloads/1.%20á��á��á��á��á��%20á��á��á�¤á��á��á�«á��.docx%23_ftn8

509353905 J-60v9-0mE 30L bmogg Hoombdo (borough) dgds6g bg-939656M99d0L Mom@gbmdsl (6,977,000
do®o by, 4. boy-om® 30L 3F3569 LogzsMzgurols 2018 ol sbas¢M0dol dobgzom) (Nowak et al. 2018).

d9L50530Ls,  3BOJOMOM,  MdOWOLOL  FMboiO3swoB @Ol  bg-039bs6gd0lL  sboew,  LE¥YE
06396¢3)5MH0D5305007, 93600560 0469ds i-Tree Canopy-oli LeRE-3OHMaEsdol sdmygbgds, HmIgwos
La3dEgdL  0dwg3s 393N 0gbsl  gwgIHOMbIE  Lahgwod®  GY39BY  sOLYIYEO
WOB6MEO  EoLELEGDdYOOL  HBYs306Md0L  LoksMZ9wo s (39D Logs@ol doge dmfmoadmwo
932L0bLE 98900l LyM30L9dOL Bm3IEIMdS.

Pomdmoygboro 33ag30L5m30L Bo@oMs mMdowrolol 3MBoE03seo@gBol Lodswsdm 3563900Ls
LobogEomgdol  BgMoGMM0gdol  BsMMMBJOOL  goHmdzgdo,  Mdowolol  3boo3swod @Ol
50940399 BHOmo LsdLsbMEOL 390-239MBY sOBYdMEO B30l T9dzgmdom[9]  (8960036s: rm35%Y
5BMI3900 BodoMms 390-2390 DY, tas.ge-bg, s®LYdMo 0bEIMIE0EX0 MHY30L gobmIzol sMlgdwEo
bgabsfiymgdom s Jogdwyer 99 aqdL oM 59300 3M9BYEDos 0943zbgb BMLEO; sBMIZgdOL dobsbo
3°b o™ MB0olIdo 5MBYYO Y39ws OO HBrmdols s 360369 MdOL dJmbg 3560130L5 S LoldGsMU
903569 Loxks®mOl IsbEMIdomMO BOMMNMOJIOL ©o©PJ6s, MdOOLOL MEBBMWO 93mbolE)d9d0L
LyO30L900L 330930LsM30L).

000obol 396030350 gEHoL 9gugdBOMbME MH35Dg 2obbmM0gmgdo sHMB3900L TR,
©5y0bs OHMI MdoErolol 3bMsdg@o (19) oo Bmdobs s 360dzbgemzsbo BsMP™MdOL TJmby

Logoodm 3563900l Xs00IMH0 BoMMdO, asbemgdom 590.17 35-b 99509bL[10], bmwm mdowolido
SMLYOIMWO  Mm3IgMmo  (21) Albgoo  Lobogroml  xs3MHO  BoMOMOO  sbEMmgdom, 517.07

39d®s6os[11].

3530L LobORWHML BHIOOEHMMO00L 30¢0aMbBY (80560 BoMmMdo 17.86 39JEs60), 546 J9dmbggzomo
99MB930L H9OGH0ol sbsewobom, GHgMro@mcmool 13330 HBgs30Mgdo 89dgabsoMsm yobsfiows
(ob. 3bGoo 1 s bobs@o 2):

3b®owo 1 . 3530L Lobogwsml GHgMOGHMOmO0L gobsfowgds, Lygsmo BYs3oMOL Jsligdol dobgwz0m
(890039b0e0s Google map-ol ©v935%g bsHBMWO Jmerogmbols Jobgwgom).
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b93060L Jarslio 33w930L
9O0IILYOOL
fadBowgdol
50 9bMdS

doobo/dogsbgmmo 20

939bOgEwo

d96mdg00m 4
©5353000

dod3neo

b9s3060900;

Lbgs aomdFmeo 18
b93060900

2999 Fmeo 3bgd0 13
Bosog0/00s gtrmbBHo 138

599%0/39Bd6560 350
figoco 3
Total 546

%

LoggoMo,

(bEH9b. PoobMs)

3.66

0.73

3.30

2.38

25.27

64.10
0.55

100

b99900/0BJbsM0M  IBIIMWO  HBgs306M0L

+/-0.80

+/-0.37

+/-0.76

+/- 0.65
+/- 1.86
+/-2.05

+/-0.32

A9IO0GHMOmo0L o

3900bsmM3Go, 25dmygbgdme 0dbs 99990 BMOIMEgd0:

N —33e930bsm30l dgdmbgzgz00 d96mbgmeo Fgd@owgdol Mom@gbmds

N =546

ROMOMDO (39),

+/- SE

+/-
0.74 0.16
0.15 0.07
0.66 0.15
0.48 0.13
5.09 0.37
12.91 0.41
0.11 0.06
17.86

LGobos@mmwo

n = H9OG09d0L MHoMmEYbmds, HMIgedoa dmobodbs HMAMe3 ,bggd0/dw9hdbsmo*

n =350

SE

395bMOL



p=1/N (350/546= 0.64)

q=1-p (1 -0.64=0.36)

SE (1sBosG1d @0 g5sb6ms)=V (pg/N) (V (0.64x0.36/ 546= 0.00042197802);
V 0.64*0.36/546 = 0.020542, 56 2.05 %-Ls.

d9L50530LO, 3530l LOLOGWOHML  BHIMoGMMool  64.10%  IBOMos  bggd00/dmBJbsGr0m,
UEObIOEHMO oMY 2.05%.

BoboBo 3. 3530L Lobogomlb bg 93gbs@gmeo bsgs®mzgwol doghH Imfimgdreo  93mLoliEgdgdol
bgMH30LgdoL  ObYIMOTYds i-Tree Canopy-ol dgoomEom (990mb3zg30m0, 3OHMYMdMwo  FgMbggzs
300ambby, 546 99MHbg30L FgOBHowo.

Boba@o 2. Bgs306MH0L Boxgs®o s oo 303900 (3MMEI6GMWo 3650w gds s BsOMMBdO, 35). 330U
LologBwomlb  GgMoGmeos, 2022 fgwo. (gagbos: T - bg-0339656M9900; IB - 56050Fme00
69053060/996Mmd930; IR - 565359 Fm0 93060 - gHgd0, 10 -565950FM0 Bgs30m0/bgs; S - dofjs,

B050s90; , H - do¢mabgmero)
93mLoLEBJIMHO LgM30LO - BbLIOMBEOL 5¢BTMLBIHMEE BxsbMITs s IFOMZgds (F0JBo3E0S)

LPOMIWOL 3500LS" - ,9JB3M XMOR 0L 356 30L° bggdo, 1830560 35OXT0, W MMTo s Bglizgddo (bols
00mdols) 0bsboggh (s30m39096) 126.5 s 198.4 BHmbs bobToMmdoL, Fglsdsdolo. ™mEm039 MOMdBMwOo
35630l ygdo, Hggool 0ge™mdo/Lbgrmdo 439wsdy d9@ BobdocMmdsl 0bsbsgzgh 30dswsom®mo 39sM0
(Cedrus deodara, 27%), 3065800 (bdgewmsdsBr3ol) 330350mbo (Cupressus sempervirens, 24.6%),
@5 gm0 bgserm (Populus alba, 15.8%) - 53 Lobgmdgdbg dmob ,fomgeo ds0ol™ bggdols dog
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STEM b39305¢0md980L LEabEo amambgdol 06@gMgliols s Im@EHog5300L 358md3930 BoddmMgdo

BLGMsdBHo

STEM ULgghmb, Gmdgwog bsdmbgdoldgdyzgewrm 893609MH9d9dlL, 3md309BgOe  Ggdbmemyoqdl,
06506960585 5 B9 03oL dMo393L, M9bsdgM™m3zg dbmgmomdo §sd9zs60 sA0Mo ©35305. LBy
dmmnbmzbs oMM 0BOYds, MLSE 396 30¢ Y300 STEM-000 ©0506396MqL00w0 sbaegsbMqdol,
396LO3MMMgd0m 30 2MaMbydoL, MoMmEYbMdsBY. Jombgogs s30Ls, F9dbozmeo s LsdgisboghHm
600l LEBMPsMIdM030  IB0I3bgwMds 00EIBsE OO, OMI  TsbMob  H39300MYIMO
139300 ™dYd0 LB I6EHYOOL TBOWIL YYMMOWIIME 56 MBYdS. LM Sdo@™a, 3330l JobBsbo
0Y4™, 253393 0L B5JEHMMYd0, HMIgdoa STEM 1393050mdgd0l bEab@o amymbgdol 0bEgMgllis s
930353096 0393l ImBs35¢0 3MHMBGBOOL 5GMBRYZ30LL. 1939, R390YH0bs, M) Go 360IZ6gMds 53
xobol, L3mEobs s LybozgOLOGYGHM FoMgdml oDy, GMYMMOS 9@ MEM/IS[o3wgdEgdOL,
5Q30boLEMO300L o LEBMYSPMIOOL  EITIMIOEIOEGOS  JMaMbgdol dodsMm. 53 Lo3omMbgdOL
d9LsLHogEs GgoMBs BHM0BYMEsE00L FgoMEO, HMIYEds3 IMO(33d 33308 MMM 1M30L9dM0Z0,
ol ©omEYbmMdM030 B0EYMTs. 1530930M39o®, dMbs399900 F9aMMm3s LoW®MIoLgMo 0bEgMz0ML
Lobom, ®mIgedsg doBbmdMogzs dg@Pgmwo 9 STEM U3ggosermdol Lobgwdfogm ©s 396MHdm
1b6039MLOGIGHJOOL  LEHMIBbGHO  gmambs  dmogs.  s30L 8909y, 30190030  dMbsigdgdols
5mgbMdM035 sbobzoLmM30L, BoGIMES odm3ombgs, Gmdgwdog 150-0s MHgudmbgb@ds doowm
9mbsforgmds. Im3m3909o 0bgm®mIs300L ©s3w93539300m 4983w 0bEs, MM JMymbgdols dmsz3560
30353 MO0 85000 3060500 BYIM300 s 0bEIMOYL0s. M3, MBS 500b0TbMU, HMI HYL3MbEIbEHMS
36OHmBqLoMmo 5MBI3BoL 2539079d0LSL, MK sbols, dgamdMgdoLs s dobogzwgdegdol FbBsMEFIMTo3
8603369 m3560 HM@o 00058585, 953MgM3g, boBo goglgs 08 LEGHIMIMEGH03ME ©TIM30YOEGSL,
H0Igbsg gmambgdo 1s3MmaMo B3gE0sMdYOOL godm, LEBMYsIMdOL FBGHOEIE  MAbMdI6 ©s
390m3wobs 439w sbg bldodo dmbdgbowo LGHIMIMEG3MWo  450mbosmgdzsdo. dgxsdgdol Lsboom,
d90dgds  000g3sL,  MHM3  LEBOBLY  XMBOL  0bBHYMILL,  MIYHILOE,  FoYIsBHOIoLS @
Lod96930LTgBY3germ  993609MHgdgd0L  LoyzsBo  gobs30MmMBIBL, o3  ™sgzol  dbMog, Jsm
dmGH035:305D93 s0Lsbgds.
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Abstract

The STEM field, which includes the natural sciences, computer technology, engineering and mathematics,
occupies a leading place in the modern world. The demand for it is growing day by day, which can not be said
about the number of young people, especially girls, interested in STEM. Nevertheless, the public importance
of the technical and scientific fields is so great that the related specialties do not go unnoticed by the students.
That is why the aim of the research was to understand the factors that arouses the interest and motivation to
girl students, who are choosing STEM disciplines as a future profession. We also explored the importance of
family, school and university environments in this regard and the attitudes of lecturers / teachers,
administration and the community towards these girls. In order to study these issues, We chose a triangulation
method, which included both qualitative and quantitative approaches of research. Initially, the data were
collected in the form of an in-depth interview, which included 9 student girls who were selected from STEM
specialties of selected public and private universities. Then, to quantitatively reflect the qualitative data, a
survey was conducted in which 150 respondents participated. After processing of the obtained information, it
was revealed that the main motivator of the girls is their personal desire and interest. However, it should be
noted that the support of family, friends and teachers also played an important in their decision making
process. Also, a stereotypical attitudes were highlighted, that girls feel from the public because of their
specialties, and the most commonly heard stereotypical expression was revealed. In conclusion, it can be said
that the interest of the target group is mostly driven by a love of mathematics and natural sciences, which in

turn is reflected in their motivation.

Keywords: STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math), Motivation, Interest, Stereotypes, Obstacle
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9306m30316 go69dml Jdb0sb (Tsupros, Kohler, Hallilen 2009). STEM-0l o680 godmEoegdols o0gds
bowl MFymdl  Lsdgsbogmm  s0dmPabadl o, 9TLMsbsgg, 9boEr LodbobMgdLs s 93mbmdo M
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069060309, 35906, HMOgLSE OLYMNO J963005MGdME0 J399bol LsdwTom BB, HMYMOOE 599MH0Iss,
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99335900b5 O oM 3OOl 9OM3bmwo 396@®oL (NAEC) dogh 2018 ierol bEs@obo3om gobolisbmg®s
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396dm s Lobgedfogm Mboggdliodg@gdo. sOLYdMEo 33¢9g308 BoMawqddo L gsdmozombs 150
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om0 19306 9ds. 530l 99d™ad A5BbMM3090s IMbsgdms FOMUBEOMESE0S O JMOIWSF0YOO
5bosrobo.

330930l 89092900l 93l HoMdmoygbl ol i3od@o, Gmd dgmBgzs sME 0l BsMMMS S FMO(3I3L
dbmEwmE 0d0wobol dsldEHId0m sOLYdIME MbogzgMLOGEHIEBIOL, M3 3IbIMIWNMH JOHOMOLOMDIBY
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3WMOIWODH30S, 300doGoL  (33¢00gdol Fgalvdwydgds @S SWISGHOG0, LBOMIMOdYLME  dEIME,
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3905609000, 3969360030 F509d53H032IM0 BowsbE0 5J300 Y, FgLsdsToBs, 53 LBgMmdo dg@L d0sw(939b,
3™b70L 30 00539 39M0gMHOL 253907905 BYZMI® oMY gdsoc (Eccles, 1990).
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3905609000. 935653690  M59@Yb0Tg sHergmeEols gobdsgermdsdo, Lgdulobdol I60dZzbgermzs60
3993060900  dobgoegzs, gb  bgzgflowo  g9bgM o 8039MAMYdgd0, bIoMow, Y3gusby
93903 0600300090303 30 30bIOS O HMYMEZ 353900, 0bg JoeEgdol TGO YodMObsEgds
(Moss-Racusin, Dovidio, 2012). dbgoglo Lo@wogoss  bodo®mggwmdos,  Lossg  godmzombuyen
©53b5dd9d9wms 92% 53bsgdL, GMI obobo 396 bgsgzgb Jowrgdol FoMdmTsygbermdols AsBMEOL
15F0MHMYOL 153 30133560580/LoHomdmPo (Gay, Javakhishvili, 2014).

Ggwobs s MmOGH0BoL Jobgzom, amambido, GMIwgdoz 0MmB)396 d9EbogMgdsl, 9dbmermaogdl,
065069600585 o Fomgdo@o3al, BmEGH0353008  860d3bgmzsb  fgohmm  sbobgwgdgbh  ,.39M0gMHol
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$0bo50dgamdIdL 5§94 gd05sb, To0bE 93X IJNJOIMWbO  5M0D L3N  FOMIOLIMY35MGMIOL
MBsMdo s BoJMOMdID, M yz9wsHy 8093500 MZ0MIMEH035(3059. 350 56 5d0bgdm ol FBodBo, Mmd
LJglol godm, A50399maYmxgdo Bs3ergd IMEMEObgdl $34s®gdgb dsmby (Talley, Ortiz, 2016).
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&9960396 139305 MdYdbY FMB3gOMOL I10bgdME LMZ30L, F0BIBEILIbMEIMBSLS 09, 3oModom,
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bmGz0o 50dmBbs (Ong, 2011). dgmeg dbGMog, gobol (Edzie) 3309308 99099035 3bsym, G
30bgd0l Lsdm@GH03530m© 360d369c™m35605 890 30d3mbgbEgd0: seEGHMoBdo, J5M0xMHIwo
35900, 05305xXJMJOMXMdS S STEM b39305¢0md900L5d0 80M930egds. 53oL06539, 98t03390
d0mdE9d0L BoJBHMM0E, 39HIM, 930S LEA™IbEHTS 50b0dBs, M 53 oGOl dglfogerol LwyGzowo
3971PBS ©9-3530L6, HMAWYdTS3 339 Joswfogl Fods@gdsl STEM-8o (Edzie, 2014).
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U3o70609ds, LodLobwymol Fgmog35H9dgd0 o .0. Igbsdg 9egdgbEL FoMIMoYIbL ,456M936 mz0m-
36398330599 ©89d6gdMEo IMEH035305", Mol FomITsMM3go FgoOm 3mb3M9GHMO XAMTBOL
0o00m96900 s 80001 Y09d0s. 89090 9egdgbEo ,d0bs9b M30m-3MmbEIR(305BY oRMdbgdmwo
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153350 50900, OMIYd03 STEM 3000bsl o 498m30wgdsl dmombmgl. 0d3s, ©9bs 00d3sL,
G0 439w, 3063 99 LRIOML BHozwMBL, Bs3MMIMO 3OMBIL000 56O boJdgds. gb BogBo Fgodwrgds
0domsz  s0blbsL, MHMI yzgws B3YE0sWwMdsHg  9OMbs0MHO  FmdbM3zbs 9O sGOL.  FoYIWOMS,
065069m0bm30lL MgOM dg@E0 Joblo s Fglsdwrgdemdgd0s IHMI00 dBIODY, 30O BoBOIMBOLM3ZOL,
90H95350 080LY, O™ BoBo30L 3MOLEPITMOZMYIYMGOO LJEI3ME FdM0Ygbgdgh o306 MbsMYAL
(Hooley, Hutchinson & Neary, 2012).

STEM b3930s¢md900L v9b@o 3mymbgdo 1s305Mm 9dE0w6Mm9d0 560H05b. 30IHg350 IGHZOMMNYWO
3M533030L5, obobo bJoMs 9MH™390056 FMboswolgmMdMog 1gd0sbMdsdo, dMbsFowgmdsl 0©gdgb
&93bm@myom® 36G:mgd@gddo, Bsdgbogmm 3mbugmgbiogddo, MbBoggdlodgBol 8ogH MmMmBoBYdm
©Mmbolidogdgdls s 365d3H0390T0. 535L oMo, bb3s bLEG¥IBEJOLSE gGoTscmYd0E (3Ol Borgdsdo s
1532956 A98M(E3POEOJOL M H0sMIGO9b.

06390307 OML 3590033905, OHMI  MHgL3MbIHEJOIOLMZ0L  3OMBILOOL  sMBRI30L  gOHM-gBMO
9600369cm3560 BodBHm®o ogm  39ML3gdEHo3s, MMIgwdos gmambgdds Lo3MMsMo  13Y305WMDO
51543999, 3900 BIESO BSBPIMGDs, LEBYPO O 5WOIMYDdS 0Ol GL. TglodsTOLO, 153056MO
bOZ0ols s FoLHEMSERIIGOOL oM, 0TLsE 0M35¢olHobydbIb, ™Mv) Msdgbs Tqdwqdbyb
306360930 30MmzgLoom 53 Y39wenMol MHYoobgdsl. Igmegl dbG03, oym 99gdmbzg3gdo, M3
30b900 Mb039MOLOGHYGHT0 BsdMYd5d®Y LogHmME 396 bysgwbgb M53056m0 dMTsgoeo 3HMBglools
3654303590 godmyqbgdols Jglodegdemdsls s, 0dob 3sdm, HMA, J500 SHBOOM, 31b3MgEMEo LEBOHMIdO
JoOmme  35BsODBY M3 0l A93MEILIOME0 O EIGIBYOIE0S, EOELBL  BOJOHMdBIE s
MmO F0BMdEBI6 L3MMM  2osfY39GH0WG0sDY. I3, B3gE0sMdoLsdo boyzsmwo ©s dobo

LoE®dobgmes dgifogerols bvyM3z0eo 03B OO 0Ym, HMAI sOLYdIM 3390Dg 13500 bW FJb.



3mambgdds STEM Uggdmli s6hg35d0, Bgdmo 50b0dbe  3od@Hm®mgdmsb goms, mxsbols s
993MdMgO0L  2obLO3MMIMGOMEo  (3eowog  s©0bodbgl s T gBM-9h  MIboId3z69w™3z569L
dm@035¢™mMs© dookbogl. IgmMg dbEog, 08 FobssmdgamdgdHgs 0bsdMgL, HMIwgdois 3OHMEBgLooL
5MB9g30L ML IMdEgdolL FbMH0Ib dgbgzom. MaldMmbgb@Hgdol bsfoels mysbols IbGOWIL Loz
5Mb9g35600 LEOHMWO Megz0LBEGdS 3Jmbs. Fsmm0 MJdom, EYE-35Ts> 300l A5HY39EH0WGdSTO
LSgOOMP 9O BIMJMWS O Y39obsoMo Mfigmds bgwl, Moms  399HY39BH0Wgds  153MIMO
LOZ00LSTGOM,  ITMI0EIOWSE  TogrMm. 0ygm  F90mb393900, OMEILSE MAMbIdL  LHimMgo
d0mdEgdds dobgl d0dgo, M ol Bogddosbmds sgMbosm, MoE IMLMbEIm s B MM S 1S3 M
d9L5dgdMBYOT0 9330 56 T99Bobs. ©JWYO0, F5390Mb TJOIMJOOM, MBOM O 253cbsl SBEIHID
93000L  3905(Y393H0wgdgdbg, o ImMOL, 3OHMBILoME sMRY356D]. sdol Jobgbo Tgodwgds
©9O5I30¢IM0 IMI0YIOME9ds 3030B60Mm. YOO 35303980056, gobliogmmMgdom, Mymbrdm.b,
MR3M® O JIME0MO 353006L 53Ysqd9b. (David, Ball, 2003).

399m033900 359900l OMEoE, MMIWId0E, OMAMOE 50IMhbEs, b Bs3wgds© 9Mgm©bgb d30egdol
1593980, 96 439wbs0GMO© FOWMdEDID, sbTsMgdM©BIL s Bsmo s®BY360 Hogboeroligdobsm. Bmy
990mbgg3sd0  MHgL3MmbabEPdTs  29HY30BHB, 859900l Bl go3gmem©bgb ©s gl 9GOMAZM
056096553 9J399. 39MdM, 39Bbs 9330 0dobs, MM o0 3OHMBILOs FoEbMOOIMYOWIE S0MmBOYL.
09935, 0bog 50b0dbgl, MM FdMdWGdOL 3OHMBIBO0YdTs> s 00 2o6Mgdmd, MmIgedos As0BIMIEOID,
39033990, 35000 8M3s350 396s30MMds. MBI MS MM JMEYEOL 15305MPO OO
D9393wgbs 59300 830900l BoMMMMdLS @S VOMGOIMWGdGODY. BMEILSE 05303900 FTMBLYOL
533060090056 5 59869396, G 500 UMb S 5x8SBYdGD Fomgdo@03oL, 999Ma U J393900 LSO
3b™36M93580 2500FM5J300 s MR35 0T0ESE0L 539mgd9b (Bandura & Walters, 1963).

d0md9d0, GMIgdoi STEM LggoHmbiosb 353006090 g9bgve bEgdgm@odgdl 90obbdgdosb,
1539659 M, 153N J5¢0d30gdOL FGBodGI MBI 56 58oLYdID, MbOE 396 30BHYI0D 39590 D
90056090000 Fom  ©9M30YOINYgdsby (Frome & Eccles, 1998). &GMsogomwo 4969Mo
LGIMIMEH03900L dJmbg IIOOL Joer0dz0gdTs Bs3eYdSE B3I MY, BB FMBs35¢ 3O MBILOYOS®
R0D03MM0 s 3500935BH03MM0 I93D09MH9d9d0 50MBOMB. (Jacobs & Bleeker, 2004). 53 99939006
390m3@0bsMy, dga30dwos  ©s30bsbmm, ®MI Fdmdgms Mfdghgdo  JOMRZME  Fobs30MMIYOL
Do dBMYOOL MGl 0530560 Fglodwgdemdgdol Jodscm, o3, 930LM035, o0 IMTszow



domg390Ls O 39M0gMHE 5MRY356Dg s0lobgds (Gunderson, 2012). 0d3s, obog vbs 0md3sL, GMI,
doMomo@ 990mbz9393do, dbgoglo  sdM30dMEgds 3500639 033w90s,  BMEILSE  {Mymbgdo
139305¢MdYOOL Fglifagesl od@omGa 0fgygdgb s IMdEgdoE bgwszgh, HMI Ms3056m0 F30gdo
65903000 396 s OMYOE boddgl 539009d9b.

06¢9m30ML MML 250m0339ms, G-I Lodgamdem (Mg dow0sd o MWL MsdsdMdL mambgdol
dmGH035:300L 35BOILS S o300l §IME0wMo FBsMSFIOHOL Loddgdo. MmEgbsg olobo yMdbmdgb, Hmd
b5Yg39Mge 5530569l Fomo LMo, 093X IMIOMEIMdS s B0IE303) 935BHJd00 s dobbols
doLoe9350 LsFoMmM BBy LOSMMWL MBOM 15F5T5 2obsYMIMDIB, HOMOE, bA0MS®, 9350 bgd0sb
9ob5d5d0 G950 YBO.

5050 2965, 25dM033909, MM MYL3MbIbEHMS bofocolimzol bimerol dsbffagzegdgmo ghm-gMmo
00053560 IMGH0353HMM0 ©5 153MM0 IMT35¢0 13Y305¢MdOLEEI0 0bEIMGLOL 45813039090 OYMm.
bsbo o935 dol FoyMIsls s 25IM(3gdol MbIML, M0, OMAMEmE amambadds sbligbgl, HmEs
dobfog3eg0ge0 390 s FoLoagds bLBos ToLonsls, 1035053 89360 LOsIM3bgdsm 0T Lsgbol
L300 O 39E0 obyMHom 930J0M©BI6 dob. 5sLmsbsgg, Jslfogwgdwols FbGOIE 3OMBgLoo
5MBg360L  dmfimbgds  MBOM  MBYsMJPIID  29FY39BHOWdL.  FoLHogwgdEols  AbIILFIMS
396Ls3MMgd0m 36089369 ™3z5605 FMBIMEIOOL BsOMMEIMBOLS S BMEH035300LMZ0L. 45dMmIEobsty
040sb, ®md dmbfogwggdo  F50995303MM  3MEbsl  3mbydMog FglodergdEMmdgdmb  50803909b,
A9960396  Logbgddo  FoMdmImdo  LoOMMWggdl, B39MWgdcMo3, bs3wwgdo  MbsMgdol  Jmbsl
©550M5Ww9gdgb.  9d9sob  2o9mIobsty, TBsMPITFIMHO  39o3Maq00, MMIWgdoi3  dmbfogzwggdols
d9L5dEgdMBYOL LHMIBsMP FYoROLYOL s ot JMMTDgNT0 I3OMOB30MGOL 15306 S5(30¢9OL,
L5396 9 M, byl gmigmdl bfsgarols dm@ 035300l gobMsl (Ryan & Patrick, 2001).

B9900 8tyg3560¢0 o500 OOLYD gblb353930m, MgldMbYbEJdds gooblighgl oligmo d9dmbgzgzqdo,
M9L5E LHozwgdgIO 5650 4MMbgdol 0bGHYMGLLS s IMEH035305Bg BEOIMBs3., 50589 3903 30
blbos Logsbl obg, M B53d390L M0 PogaMo. MIIH0T] MAMbBsd 50b0dbs, M ©33060m 30093,
GoG™md 9999935000 d1g 0530560 13gE05wMds 85906, MBS B3ME0IH Bs3dsMmolo 3mEbs 396
Dodmomgl. 9 gogdEHol sbablbgeo 8godergds dobfogergdgelis s dmfogwrgl dmeol sGLYdMEo
31530030 bgsmds IMz30bIMm. LogdsMmm3gemdo bsbsBIMmo 39053™ygd0L Foo do0sb Fsmogos,



o3 30fmgdol o FmmMbMzbol 6530gdmdsL dgodegds 0f)393L @S, 9ToLMbsgg, 99E30MYdIL
MO0YONYJO0L TgLodegdEmdL (sbmmarsdy, 2016).

3Ma™bgd3ds 256L53MNMGOMEO YIMOEMI0S LambogxMLOEIBH™ oMM S BHogwgdsby osdsbgzowql.
obsMdMgL 035Dg, M) MOGMI 50MR0GL 530560 b039MOLOEYEHO s MYIIBIE oYM’ Ob
906900, HMIGd03 0 BsdsMd5©Y 3JMmbom. 5358056539, boBo omliggl wgdGHmMmol, MMM
dm@GH03o300L Imd3gdo 9OH0-9OHMO  FBodBH™Mol OMEL, ™9bs3MOLYEIdOL ©TMI0YdIEGdILS
1b6039MLOGIGHOL 50bolE®300L bE¥IBEJOME MYOHPOYMCIMBL.

M9L3MmbYbBHN0Ts  gdBHMmMgdo MM  bBsfors  ©oY3zgL.  30M39W0  3539FMOO0L  9dBHMOYOO
3ogL0To MO (300MdIB, Y39s LEBIBEL 9653 F0sHMPM sbosero 0bFMMTs300 O 5O 0Tl

Do6©093056, HMI 9MHN00Y039 Fobos MIIbX MY SBLBE 0dolm30l, M LEIBEOTs J56MYs©
25026 dolo sOBO. 35LMBs39, LEAWIBEHE OEHMMOOL oMo 3MBEIIBLIE 9O 0530 Mdb.
O0amO3  BbL, gdBHmOgdo  30MmI30MHO ) 0M0d0  3BYdom  LEAH™MPIBAEHIIOL QA0 YIMYO
OO MB39wYmxzgb s o0 3MMIWYIGOL 93bMd0B, sFoGHMTs3, BMAXIM, LEGHWMIBEJOO Y39WsbY
93Mb9 s LEbMH™ THAMYJd5 LMY Fom Lobsggb. gl GodGHo 0BomsE s0blbYds, M 9@ Mol
3500m5b 06EgM5g300LM30L s 32E6OL 25HB0IMGIOLMZOL b FoMM 3eoERMMTs osBbosm (Gerard, 2007).
d9L50530LO,  AOLOIZ0MO MBS, OMI  IMDIMPOIIL  JoMOJOMI S 539JI0E L0 YOMD
0535380609000 MBY30L Jowgds 3OrMBILMMGI0LAE MOBRg3b0sm (Alexitch, 2002).

653 999b905 3gmMg 3539305, JsLTo 89853500 9JBHMEMYO0, 35S 0oL, MM FoboSL 35MYS© 39O
bLb0s6, LEHIHINEGH03Mo gsdmbsmd35d9d0mo3 298Mm0MBY3056, Homog gmambadl 536069096 s dsmo
39960396 bLBgOMTo ymxbobsdo SVIBMMYGOSL Fodmbo@s39b. MMBEs, Mod9bodg MYldmbogb®ds bobo
3oL35  00sLoE, G 393X IO aMA3bos ™30 3M030wFOMIONWIE o300  FIBEIMHOL  AsdM.
LEAHMOIBEJd0 Bo0BBY396, M  WgdBHMOOL  306HEI30MO  FMZOGMBss, obobo  g3zgws  LoFocm
068306353000 MHBOMB39wyml. J0bge35 0d0Ls, MHMA 3500 T5EHJO0MO doeolibdgzs Mbws Bsmb
g39ws  ©IGHOOL 20290500, 3Mmb63M9AME  byzombbg  3mbE96EMm0MgdOLMZOL dsobl LF0oMHYdSm
3050933930, 53 999mbz935d0 - Wgd@mMo, OHMIgeoi dsmm30L bsFomm doMoms (369090L smbLBOL
(Mulligan, Kirkpatrick, 2000).



LoMMMEYgdBY LodOOLSL, {MAMBIBTs Ol BEBIMIMEH03gdO 250bliYBIL, HMAWIILSE B3 WMMO FMToZ35¢0
36OHmBqLoOL godm H3wYd0s6 YM39MEWOMOMB5T0. Y39wsDHY PO3MEIYOIMwo Jgbgegdom, oo
d9L5dEgOMBIOL  YMm3zgerm30L 35308 3306056 s MbsMPIMB 9GO0 s ©TdMBID, MmI doFo
9939055 8009300 39460300 s Lodbgd0LIgABHY3gErm Loabgdolizgh, 30Mg AMmAM, MY Joel
56 593l 0dbgws gmbgdMogzo MHglElo, Msdgbos - dolbo LadomoldoMOm Bdgbol Foedmdoagbgal.
9BoMmOMOOL 5530 0IbEHMBOL BMEOI0MIOOL JOMOMOEO 39MHOMPOs. 58 MML LMol Logbgdol
93500  bsMOLbgds  8080bsMgMdL,  39Mdm,  dMLFI3Eggd0 963399 Logbgdmsb
0963053030090 sbgbgb, bmerm ©sbs@hIbL - MoMmymagb o 9933500 9Y4sEr0dgdGD 153D M
306m36905L. 0doL 45M, MM BMYOIOHMO LoRsBO MROM Fg@Es Bsb3ME0bM©O, beagrm Bmyo - 3gdobmeo
BbL, 50h9g3560 TbMEPM© 53500930 063 JMHGLGALS S FYLodgdEMdIIBY ITMIOEIOMLO SVIM SGOL
(Hannover & Kessels, 2004). 9600-9603s ©gb3mbgb@ds s0bodbs, MM 56015356@GHM™ mEbmligeb, byzmms®o
dImdE0oLigsbs3 30 ImMLdgbos Abgeglio Ggbgryengds.

3990033909, ®m3 STEM b3g305mdgdol LEmgb®o 3mambgdo ms305b6mo 3Hmxzgloom, Mdgdgus,
LOBMYSMYOOL 45330603905L 0§39396, M5B, OMAMO3 5350 53dMBY6, boebo BomYsb 56 gerol obgmo
Logdol gueEgdsls, BMIGELsE, “99gEHILBI®, 393900 SMIgdgh. 53 FodBL oboig Ebsymxl, GMJ,
35056 9O, LEALbOTo WRGM FgBHo FsdOHMdOMO bJguol HomdMTsYIbEgdo FMTomdl, 30MY -
9Q9OMd0MO0. GOHM-9MTd> Fmambsd bosbo gomligs 0dslsE, MM dowosh 393005 IIM3I0EIOMEO
d0mdgdHg o  005%g, 0] OMAMO  SOBOEOD  B53d3L8 @ WMY03ME  sHOMZbYdL
3969930569096,  2mabgdol MIMOZ3WgLMdOL mJdom, om, 1939, BAoMs gudom ol FMLoBMHYd,
G0deol dobgzomss, STEM bgg®mdo dmdwmdsgg Jowl 396 946905 306000 (3bmzMgds, o6 9ymengds
Mx9b0o 5 3300900 5 MM LsAobYOHBY Mozl 3mbEIEEGMOMYds, MLSE OO 56 §mEHTYdO0b.

5m©gbMdMH030 339g30L FBoMyeqgddo 150 ymymbs godmozombs. Gsmo MomMm©Ybmds, 73s3MwE9EGHJd0L
dobg300, 999009365065 A9bsHow@s: BME s Bodbgdoldg@yzgerm d93b0gMgdgdo (BoBog3s,
Jodos, d0mEMA0s, d0MBOBOZs, d0MmJodos) — 82 amambs, 3mIZ0MEIOMo  G9dbmemyogdo s
065069605 - 45 amambos, domgdsd0gzs - 23 gmambs. Mbs 50060dbmb obog, MMI oMy FombL
3000b356M0 9 bo3gbs 3065, 8331930l Foge, Tgbsdsdobo, 0dol LogGmmby, G™I 3393580
9dmbsHorgmds bLsdoBbY X YMBOL FoMYJo FYMFG 5Bl oMM, bs3gdo oym.



50y053 MomEabmdMog0  bsfiowol FobBsbo, m30LgdM030L  Abgogbo, STEM  1393E0swmdgdols
LEAHMIBGHO MAMBIdOL 0bBHYMYLBOLS s IMEH035300L JgHogws s Fomo godmdf3930 Bog@MMdOL
390m39gbs 0Ym, 05303060395 ILIMNWO 30mbz]d03 300306 gbdosbgdms 03 doGoms©
bBd0gd@LS s MBOYIAHL, OMIGdTs3 Y439wsDy 9608369wm3z560 GMEO 016359l oo 5®RY356T0.
500mBbs, MM 34%-bogol 3OMBILOOL 5MBY360L 2o635306HMBYIIWO F935M0 BogGHMOMO Bo3MMIOO
LO300  5BMBRBbEs, 29%-35 d0odyol d0d3gdo Mmxsbol §93M0 oslabgws, 15%-0s - LMol
dobffogengdgero, bmem 10%-05 - 99amdsm0o (ob. aMsxgozol). gl 99ga0 3bs©ymaxl, ™A ,d0bsysb0
dm@035305° MBmszcglos 00 BodGHmOGOmsb, MMImgdog 30MHMm36930L JoBbol dowfigzols s
096353 9d0L396 LEOSRZIL A96530MMdY3L (Leonard, Barbuto & Scholl, 1998). s3sL056539, 3093 9gPHNbge
5QLBHMMIOL  ®30L90Mm030  33¢g30L  F9gIYAJOL,  OMIgEms  JobgzomsE,  Mmxsbo,  Limob
dobffogegdergdo s dgaMdM9d0 BbsdI6EHMO MMl SbOWgdgb STEM LEgOHMmmo godo3EgdvIwo
23™0bgd0l 063 gMgLgdoLs S IMEH 035300l FMOI0EMIOOL oddgdo. EgMbsmOL 3mb(39533O0L Mbsbds,
50bodbmo  99ga0  9900wgds 39098906  3000-3mb(39BE00DY  oRMdbIdMo  FmEH0Z530dL”
303530036M0m, H509653, 59 990mb393500, dmEH035:300L Fo0M3T5M39w0 fgs®m 306309EHwwo xazoL
0969m 96900 ©s 3530 JoM0mYd9d0s (Leonard, Barbuto & Scholl, 1998). 59 xamx3do ogmewolbdgds
OO 3 0900, Mmxsbol bgs 9360900, olig - 39206900, b3meol dsbffagwgdergdo s wgd@™m®mgdo.
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39605 530bs, odmoygm ol F5EJMH0SIMHO 0149 5M5TSBIM0SWNMHO BodBHMMGd0E, MMIgdTs3, eg30L
dbm0g, 393w9bs 0dmbos amambgdol sMBY356%Bg. Fomds 59%-T5 M30MoGHJLMds Fo0gdo@03oLs
L5dMBYdOLIYBHY39w ™ F93b0gMrdgdoL Logzs®mvyeml dosbods, 30%-ob mddom, dsmo sMbgzbols Jobgbo
396L399BH035 obs, 4%-35 30BgBo© Lo0bmbOHM S BYIbmemyom®mo 3GMmgddo, 3%-0s5 30 gEOL 6
dodolb STEM ULgg®mmdo 8wdomds  oslobgams(0b.a®sg0302). 53 3mb3Mg@me 9ggal  d9godemgds
»0bLEHOMAD GO FMEH03Z5(300° 9339300MM™M, 0J0B F5FMBEOBIMY, MM FMAMbIdOLmMZOL Tomo
dmGH035:309 05009 3564965 56 0bLEHMMIGBEH 05, MMIgerbsiz 0039493500 0lgo 89w9agd953©Y, HMAMMGIO3:
39600 900, BEsg0MYds, LodLab Mol JgmogsHgdgdo (Leonard, Barbuto & Scholl, 1998), dqLsdsdoloc,
00 LELMEZ9e JoBbsAY, HMIGELOE 39ML3gJGH035 9HMm@Yd, Jolges 9@ LG0Tl LAgbL doo.

o 260l ob 78mogégbe moddmee, bugGmb(STEM)oGRggs, Gmd
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30b35%g, v MGHMI  50MBogl  3m63MYGHMo  B3gEoswmds  (0b.  aMmsx3030 5), doMHOMIEO
808560900l LBIOML 06EYHILL 51% LEVYP0SE HYMSEHTY, 4%-B5 30 DI MoPym gl 3sbvgbo.
37%-b30L JoMHO0MSO 13305 MdOL 39MB3JJEH0IXMBS OO BN V93905 dooRbs, beagrm
13%-030L - 65039 5. 26% 0530L LBIOML GOl Tmgbol 306y LodMsEGdO® SbobgEgdl, 7% 30
3909305 §Hobsowd9agds 59 ©JOMEgdsl. Bs3dom LsobEgMglcm oym 00 sd39d5Dg go(399 IO
35bbgdo, MHMIol JobgE30m53, B3Y305WMdOL sMBRI30L FMs35M0 FoDYBO 353MOIMOMdOLMZ0L M>0dY
006900l 99ddbs ogm. 67% 53 ©YOEgdsl ogmsbbds, 10%-35 Bgo@®mom@mo 3mboEos s0FoMs,



bowm 7%-05 - »otygm. Gog 999bgds dmE035GHMMgoL (0b. aMex030 6), FdMdEGdOL/MYSHBOL 93¢MgdoL
b F M5 45%-130L doe0sb 3609369 m3zs60 0ym, 23%-Lmzol - Madm 360d3z6gwmasbo, 3069
mdb0odzbgerm, bemerm 8%-bogol - ¢Ibodzbgrm. dgamdMmgdol FbsmoF MOl Fgamgdom bs3wgdo
360m396¢ Mo sB39b9dgo  bgs  fows, gub  Boj@mEo  360dbgemzgbs  25%-35  dooBboy,
36009369 m 30 - 11%-85. 300093 90 BodGHMM0, HMIJo5 063IMH301900L OML MHYL3MbY6EHJOOL
dbOO0L  obbgs, 0gm oboswdgymds MmYsbol b LEBMYSMYdOL TbOOIB. Yodm3z0mb3z0L
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The Mighty West, Two Empires, and the Lost Glory of Caucasus: Foreign Policy Visions in President Zviad

Gamsakhurdia’s Rhetoric

Abstract

This article systematically analyses the foreign policy visions of the first President of Georgia, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia. Specifically, it looks at the perceptions and representations of the external space - the world,
Russia/Soviet Union, West/Europe, and Caucasus - and Georgia’s role vis-a-vis these focus areas in
Gamsakhurdia’s rhetoric. Using the interpretive-explanatory method of inquiry, the article scrutinises 267
statements, letters, interviews, programs, and political speeches of Gamsakhurdia, covering the period from
November 1990 to December 1993. Textual analysis takes place at two levels; the article identifies recurring
themes and meanings pertaining to the four focus areas and traces how and why these themes and meanings
change over time. The findings show two gaps in the scholarly literature; the article challenges the
predominant position that Gamsakhurdia’s stance on Moscow was overly antagonistic, and that his rhetoric
was heavily informed by religious readings of international politics. The article also shows that Gamsakhurdia’s
portrayal of Georgia is of a besieged country — of a country that is trapped in the Soviet Union and that is trying

to end its isolation by seeking alliances abroad — first in the West and then in Caucasus.
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Introduction

Hardly any politician in Georgia has generated so much ire and admiration as the first president of the country,
Zviad Gamsakhurdia. A literary critic, a writer, and a dissident, he quickly rose to prominence in late 1980s,
anchoring his “Roundtable-Free Georgia” coalition to a landslide victory in the Georgian Supreme Council
elections in October 1990, and in May 1991, after a brief tenure as the head of the Supreme Council, he was
elected the President of Georgia with 86,5% support. But his downfall came as quickly as his ascendance to
power; accused of authoritarian practices and human rights abuses, Gamsakhurdia was soon deposed by a group
of former political allies, cultural intelligentsia, and criminal warlords. He found refuge in neighbouring
Chechnya, but came back to Georgia in September 1993, in what turned out to be his unsuccessful attempt to
return to power. Gamsakhurdia died in unclear circumstances in December 1993 in hideout in a remote village
in western Georgia. The authorities announced that he committed suicide, but the claim has been disputed to
this day by his family and his political followers. Gamsakhurdia was buried in Grozny, but his remains were

repatriated to Georgia in 2007.

Although short-lived, Gamsakhurdia’s term in office took place against the backdrop of significant political
developments. Georgians went through the first multi-party elections, declared secession from the Soviet
Union, adopted important laws, laid foundation for independent state institutions and faced ethno-political
conflicts in two autonomous regions. Externally, this was accompanied by active steps to distance from
Moscow’s politico-military influence and to establish direct communication with the external world, including

through high-ranking visits to western capitals. As a result, in many ways, these were formative years for



modern-day Georgia. Yet, three decades later, Gamsakhurdia’s political legacy remains largely understudied.
This is especially true for his foreign policy visions; the existing scholarly literature has focused more on the
domestic aspects of his time in office, than on his views and positions on the outside world and Georgia’s place

in it.

The paper aims to address this very issue. It systematically analyses the foreign policy thinking of Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, scrutinising the perceptions and representations of the external world and Georgia’s role in it
in his political rhetoric. Importantly, the paper covers the period from November 1990 to December 1993,
incorporating all phases of Gamsakhurdia’s tenure: as the head of the Supreme Council of Georgia, as the
President of Georgia in office and as the President of Georgia in exile. The decision to include all three phases
of Gamsakhurdia’s tenure enables the author to draw a comprehensive picture of his foreign policy positions,

including through extrapolating how they changed over time and across the three phases.

The article starts by outlining the research methodology. The next chapter reviews the academic literature on
the issue. The subsequent chapters present the research results, organised in line with Gamsakhurdia’s foreign
policy thinking vis-a-vis the world, Russia/Soviet Union, West/Europe, and Caucasus. The final section sums

up the findings and concludes the article.

Research methodology

The aim of the research paper is to systematically analyse the foreign policy thinking of Zviad Gamsakhurdia
— the perceptions and representations of the external world and Georgia’s role in it. To do so, the author
scrutinises Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy rhetoric - open letters, statements, interviews, media appearances
and political speeches pertaining to the outside world, to various geographic regions, and to individual
countries, as well as Georgia’s positioning vis-a-vis these areas/actors. The materials were collected from two
primary sources — the Mamardashvili Digital Library under the National Library of Georgia, which contains a

collection of speeches of Georgian state leaders (https://bit.ly/3QhVg6G), as well as the book series of the

National Library of Georgia on laws, executive orders, addresses and media appearances of Georgian presidents,

which includes five volumes on Gamsakhurdia.
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At total of 267 materials were collected through the initial review of the pool of texts archived in the two
sources. The materials cover the period from November 1990 to December 1993, combining all phases of
Gamsakhurdia’s tenure. The sampled texts include 149 open letters, 37 interviews, 28 official statements, 22

speeches, 16 press conferences, and 15 other documents.

In scrutinising the collected materials, the article used qualitative methods of inquiry. First, the sampled texts
were analysed for content; specifically, the author identified and set aside parts of the texts pertaining to
Georgia’s foreign relations, followed by an exercise of organising the raw data into respective focus areas - the
world, Russia/Soviet Union, West/Europe, and Caucasus. In the next stage, the textual analysis was carried out
using the interpretive-explanatory method. The process took place at two levels; the author identified
recurring themes and meanings pertaining to these focus areas and traced how and why these themes and
meanings changed over time and across the three phases. The findings were then transcribed into a
combination of facts, judgments, and extrapolations, backed by corresponding quotes. To complement the
research process, the author also provides a comprehensive overview of the scholarly literature on the issue

and in the conclusions chapter, contrasts the findings of other authors with that of his own.

Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy in the academic focus

Gamsakhurdia’s policy decisions, as well as his leadership style, has generated a great amount of interest in
academia, especially in the first two decades of Georgia’s independence. Most of these works, however, have
focused on the domestic aspects of his policies, particularly those about ethnic minorities, conflict regions and
political opponents. Gamsakhurdia’s depictions in these works have been extremely negative. From describing
him or his policies as “despotic” (Smeets, 1999), “irresponsible” (Rondeli, 2001), and “messianic” (Meyer, 2001),
to “increasingly paranoid” (Nasmyth, 2006), “paternalistic” (Jones, 2013), and “chauvinistic” (Berglund, 2016),
authors writing on Georgian politics have accorded him with an image of a short-sighted, revolutionary leader,
who put feelings and emotions above the needs of practical politics. Writings on Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy
have been greatly influenced by these assessments, which has at times led to inaccurate accounts about his
visions and worldviews on the outside world. Still, some important takeaways can be drawn from the works

dealing with wider aspects of Georgian national identity and foreign policy.



One of the first authors to take on the issue was Ghia Nodia. In an article on the Georgian perceptions of the
West, published in 1998, Nodia states that Gamsakhurdia was not “a particularly consistent person” in ideas or
behaviour, but the sources of his political ideas “may definitely be described as ‘western” (1998). He also notes
that Gamsakhurdia expected more support from the West for the Georgian cause, but his hopes were dashed
as he failed to convey his message to western governments, eventually shifting his focus to Caucasus. That
Gamsakhurdia was initially optimistic about the West but abandoned his hopes in later months and embraced
more native, Pan-Caucasian ideas is widely accepted by other scholars (Jones, 2003; Brisku, 2013; Coene, 2013;
Gambkrelidze 2019). Some of the authors, however, contend that Gamsakhurdia failed to formalise these ideas
beyond mere statements (Aprasidze, 2022; Jones, 2003). Gamsakhurdia’s takes on Russia and the Soviet Union
is also widely scrutinised in the academic literature. In an article on the role of cultural paradigms in the
Georgian foreign policy, published in 2003, Jones describes Gamsakhurdia’s visions as Manichean, “of either
subservience to Russia or freedom and independence with the West.” That Gamsakhurdia’s rhetoric towards
Moscow was fiercely antagonistic was also advanced by other authors in subsequent years (Cornell, 2005;
Coene, 2013 Atilgan & Feyerabend, 2015; Oskanian, 2016; Gamkrelidze, 2019). Some authors also refer to the
role of religion in Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy visions. Rieks Smeets, for instance, claims that Gamsakhurdia
envisioned a “special task” for Georgia in saving Christianity (1999), while Jones argues that his rhetoric was
influenced by religious worldviews (2013). Drawing on his popular conference paper from May 1990 -
‘Georgia’s Spiritual Mission’ - Jones also says, Gamsakhurdia envisioned Georgia having “a select place in the
development of Christianity.” The idea that religious beliefs influenced Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy
worldviews is also advanced by Emzar Jgerenaia and Giorgi Sabanadze. The authors note that Gamsakhurdia
and his allies challenged the Soviet Union with theosophical concepts, simultaneously envisioning Georgia’s
Christian heritage as a bond linking it with “Christian Europe” (2018). Minesashvili agrees that the state

narrative under Gamsakhurdia aligned with that of the Orthodox Church (2022).

It follows from the above that there is a consensus in the academic literature on three points: 1) that
Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy visions turned from being explicitly pro-western in the first phase of his
governance to a more nativist, regional vision in later months of his presidency; 2) that Gamsakhurdia’s stance
on Russia was fiercely antagonistic; and 3) that his worldviews were influenced by religious readings of global

politics. The paper will return to these points in the concluding chapter.



Democracy, human rights, and prayers: Georgia’s mission in the world

Gamsakhurdia’s tenure - in office and in exile - took place against the backdrop of dramatic global and regional
transformations. When he assumed power as the chair of the Supreme Council of Georgia in November 1990,
the country was still a de jurepart of the Soviet Union, which itself was experiencing the final years
of Perestroika. Georgia soon declared independence but faced opposition from the Soviet authorities. At home,
Gamsakhurdia was challenged by a host of problems, including dramatic economic downfall, separatist
regional movements in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, growing political opposition in Tbilisi,
and low-level ethnic tensions in other parts of the country. As a result, he soon found himself entangled in
never-ending conflicts, culminating into a brief civil war in December 1991-January 1992, and leading to his

downfall and eventual exile.

Gamsakhurdia’s visions are greatly informed by these developments. His portrayal of Georgia is essentially of
a besieged area, a country that is trapped in the Soviet Union and that is trying to achieve independence - to
break the chains imposed by the “imperial power.” “Georgia is a captive in the prison of peoples of the Soviet
Empire, it is isolated from the rest of the world,” he said on December 7, 1990 (1990c). Similarly, when
describing the reasons for his failure to suppress the coup d’état, Gamsakhurdia said his presidency “was
essentially a term in office in the dragon’s stomach” (1992j). “I practically ended up being in the claws of the
Transcaucasian Military District, the KGB and the [Soviet] Interior Affairs department,” he notes on August 7,
1992 (1992j). The narrative of a besieged country also resonates to Georgia’s historical memories.
Gamsakhurdia depicts the country as a victim of oppression by various empires, including the Ottomans, the
Persians, and the Tsarist Russia. “Georgia’s historical enemies, the neighbouring empires tried to enslave and
degrade us through dividing us into pieces,” Gamsakhurdia wrote in his address to the residents of Adjara, a
western Georgian region bordering Turkey (1990a). “Throughout its long-suffered history, many barbarian
empires fought against Georgia, but we survived, and this will happen today as well,” he notes on April 8, 1992
(1992c). Hence, for Gamsakhurdia, achieving independence is not only synonymous to establishing a rightful

place in the family of sovereign and democratic nations, but also a way to rectify these historical injustices.

In Thbilisi, Gamsakhurdia actively contemplates on the place of Georgia in the wider world. While there are
multiple representations of the country and its role vis-a-vis the external space, internationalism/globalism is

the dominant category in Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy visions. Specifically, Georgia is presented as a country



that is open to international cooperation - an actor that respects and upholds international law (1990b), and
that is eager to join international organisations (1991pb). Gamsakhurdia also wants more involvement of
intergovernmental agencies in the conflict resolution processes in Georgia and in the region. In a letter
addressing the United Nations and other international actors on what he describes to be Moscow’s “open war”
with Georgia over Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, Gamsakhurdia asks the UN and the European Parliament
to send a fact-finding mission to assess the situation on the ground (1991g). An analogous request is voiced in
connection with Moscow’s “attempts” to destabilise the situation in Chechnya and Georgia (1991u). Similarly,

in exile, he repeatedly requests assistance from international actors in restoring his power.

Gamsakhurdia envisions multiple roles for Georgia. He takes particular pride in organising the first ever
democratic elections in the Soviet Union and repeatedly points at on the virtues and successes of democracy
in Georgia. Asked about the role of the country in the Soviet Empire, Gamsakhurdia says Georgia will be a
leading country “in democracy, human rights and prayers” (1991y). “We need to be an island of democracy in
a totalitarian world, we need to show to the entire world what a nation’s united struggle and efforts can
achieve,” he told a journalist on May 27, 1991 (1991y). That Georgia is seen as a leading democratic and anti-
Soviet force by Gamsakhurdia is also underlined in his interview on February 21, 1991 (1991d), where he
claims that in the past, “almost all” Russian dissident literature was printed in and disseminated from Georgia
(1991d). A couple of months later, Gamsakhurdia also goes on to claim that neither the Baltic states, nor Eastern
European countries would have achieved independence “if not for the events of April 9, 1989” (1991wb),

referring to the Soviet crackdown of a pro-independence rally in Thilisi that killed 21 protesters.

Another geopolitical role of Georgia, according to Gamsakhurdia, is to serve as a mediator of conflicts in
Caucasus. Gamsakhurdia frames the role most evidently in the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh and the surrounding areas. He extends the offer of dialogue to the warring sides several times,
stressing that Georgians have historically played the role of a mediator between the two nations (1991cb). To
prove his neutrality, he also retracts his earlier statement that Karabakh belonged to Armenia (1991k). Some
other roles are also elaborated for Georgia, including that of a defender of the Black Sea environment (1991ib),
of moral values (1990d), of the rights of ethnic Georgians living abroad (1991mb; 1991i; 1991hb), and of
Georgian cultural heritage abroad (1991fb).



Interestingly, although Gamsakhurdia views Christianity as an inherent part of the Georgian national self and
actively interprets domestic politics using religious concepts, he shows a rather ambiguous positioning on its
role in the foreign policy conduct. On the one hand, he recognises that Georgia, along with Armenia, is “a
small island of Christianity” in Caucasus (1991p) and invokes the country’s Christian heritage when placing it
on the geopolitical map of Europe, but on the other hand, he downplays the role of religion in the context of
regional integration. “In modern times, the difference between Islam and Christianity no longer has the same
meaning for the political domain as in the times of Crusades... those who are trying to break our [Caucasian]
unity using religious factors, ... do not understand the role of religion for one’s life and in politics,”
Gamsakhurdia states on June 12, 1992 (19921). “Since we consider Turkey as a European country, as signatory
to the Helsinki accord, we view it as a trustworthy partner,” he told a Turkish journalist on April 18, 1991

(1991bb).

Russia and the Soviet Union: two faces of the Empire

Throughout Gamsakhurdia’s term in office, Georgia was a part of the Soviet Union, so most of his non-domestic
policy activity was either directly or indirectly related to the Moscow-Thbilisi relations. When he came to
power, these relations were already quite sore; Gamsakhurdia faced the menacing presence of large Soviet
military units in the country, the fast-emerging Kremlin-backed separatist movements in Abkhazia and
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, and increasingly unfavourable personal attitudes in the Kremlin. The
situation worsened with Tbilisi’s unilateral declaration of independence on April 9, 1991, as well as
Gamsakhurdia’s refusal to hold the referendum on reforming the Soviet Union, and his explicit backing of the

North Caucasian movements. Gamsakhurdia’s rhetoric is heavily influenced by these developments.

On the Soviet Union, he is extremely uncompromising. Gamsakhurdia says Georgia was occupied and annexed
by the Soviet Union in 1921 (1991r), subjecting it to 70 years of suffering and oppression. According to him, it
was the Communists who pitted the Caucasian nations against each other (1991n), who exploited the country’s
natural riches (1991gb; 1991sb), and who put the country “on the verge of socio-political, economic and
cultural collapse” (1991w). Although Gamsakhurdia asserts that his coming to power put an end to the
“totalitarian, imperial, communist” rule in the country (1991w), “the centre,” he argues, spares no efforts to
destabilise the country using economic measures (1991e; 1991rb), information warfare (March 16, 1991), and

regional conflicts (June 1, 1991). He also blames the Soviet authorities of stirring internal conflicts with the



aim of coercing Thilisi to make policy concessions. “The Kremlin has told us openly that unless we take part
in the Union referendum, we will have problems in Samachablo and Abkhazia,” he notes on February 9, 1991
(February 13, 1991). “Those criticising [us] for the processes happening in Abkhazia are saying nothing about
the fact that all these conflicts are instigated by Moscow... so that we sign the Union Treaty,” he echoed the
point on March 5, 1991 (1991j), in reference to Georgia’s refusal to join the proposed inter-republic agreement
foreseeing the reform of the Soviet Union. Closer to the end of his term in office in Tbilisi, Gamsakhurdia also

started talking about the Soviet Union’s direct participation in the armed rebellion against him (1991ub).

Interestingly, Gamsakhurdia’s portrayal of Russia shows a great contrast from that of the Soviet Union,
especially in the initial months of his tenure. Drawing a line between the “democratic forces” of Russia and
the “dark reactionary forces” of the Soviet Union, he argues on the need of finding common ground with the
former (19910). “The imperial centre challenges the democratic movement of Russia and [opposes] its struggle
for freedom, but fortunately the balance of power is such that the movement will win in Russia. The
sovereignty of Russia, its future strength of statehood will guarantee that the Soviet empire will collapse and
sovereign, independent nations will be formed,” he notes on March 25, 1991 (19910). Gamsakhurdia is
particularly sympathetic of the President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin. “We have great hopes about Yeltsin... he is
a fighter,” he notes on February 22, 1991 (1991d). “Mr. Yeltsin’s popularity is on the rise, and we welcome
him, since, in our eyes, he represents not the imperial image of Russia, but of the democratic one,” he adds on
March 30, 1991 (1991q). In a much similar vein, in a letter sent on August 22, 1991, following the abortive
coup d’état in Moscow, Gamsakhurdia said he and his Parliament, despite pressure from the Soviet military,

still maintained their support for Yeltsin and “made no single step away from their position” (19910b).

In later texts, however, Gamsakhurdia grows increasingly unhappy about the Russian authorities’ position on
the South Ossetian problem, calling it “somewhat unclear” on October 30, 1991 (1991rb), and accusing them
of wanting to annex the region on December 21, 1991 (1991wb). Gamsakhurdia also openly denounces
Yeltsin’s decision to declare a martial law in the Chechen-Ingush Republic in November 1991. “I have always
known you as a champion of peoples’ freedom and defender of democracy... but such a sudden turnaround of
events causes a disappointment,” he notes in his address to the Russian President on November 9, 1991
(1991tb). In exile, Gamsakhurdia intensifies the level of criticism against Russia, calling it “a modernised

Empire,” and accusing its authorities of toppling him for gaining control of “a geopolitically important” area



(1992a). “The opposition was acting under the orders of their Moscow-based patrons and the bloody coup was

organised in Georgia because we refused to have a pro-Russian policy,” he notes on June 14, 1992 (1992i).

The West as a moral power

Although western presence in Georgia was largely absent until the collapse of the Soviet Union in December
1991, the West still actively featured in the political discourse of the Georgian national-liberation movement
of late 1980s. From political manifestos to public speeches, from newspaper editorials to advertising slogans,
Georgian political elites defined and redefined the country’s self and position in relation to the West and
western nations. Representations of the West varied, ranging from an epitome of democratic progress and
economic welfare to a potential ally and a benevolent patron. These images, however, lacked consistency and
nuance; absent of any meaningful contacts with the ‘physical’ West — western embassies, companies,
organisations, and individuals — Georgian political leaders developed their views drawing on a combination of
limited personal interactions, historical accounts, and idealistic readings of regional and global developments.
So, when Gamsakhurdia came to power in November 1990, the country’s political elites had already developed

multiple (and sometimes, contradictory) representations of the West.

In a much similar manner, Gamsakhurdia’s portrayals of the West show great variation. In office,
Gamsakhurdia is outspokenly pro-European and pro-western, and the representations of the two spaces are
explicitly affirmative. In his words, it was the West and western nations that pushed the Soviet authorities to
adopt democratic reforms (1991t; 1991mb), that fought the enemies of humankind in places like Kuwait
(1991b) and that upheld the values of individual rights and liberties across the world (1991m). The West is also
a role model for him; he wants Georgia to function like western European political systems (1991e; 1991qb),
he wants western observers to assess the political and human rights processes in the country (1991v; 1991mb),
and he wants his work to resemble to that of Ronald Reagan and Charles De Gaulle (1991y). Gamsakhurdia
also notes that he is closely following the “progressive” integration processes in Europe, seeing the European
Community as a potential politico-military (1990e; 1991cb) and economic alliance for Georgia (1991w).
“Membership to the European Community is our biggest objective. We seek close relations with the European

Community and European countries,” he notes on July 16, 1991 (1991jb).



Gamsakhurdia repeatedly underscores the need for a more proactive policy towards the West, arguing that
western support is an essential precondition for achieving independence. “Our only hope is the West — only
democracy is able to defend us,” he said on April 9, 1991 (1991r). “We hope that western countries will support
us; we hope they will recognize us, and this will be of real help,” he notes on June 28, 1991 (1991db). Two
reasons are employed to make the case for more western engagement in Georgia. First, Gamsakhurdia argues
that the West has a moral obligation to support a small nation in its struggle against a much larger, imperially
minded neighbour. “I hope the West will not leave the country without moral and economic support, in its
uneven struggle for independence,” he argues on April 11, 1991 (1991s). Second, Gamsakhurdia believes that
the West is - by design - interested in supporting the newly emerged democracies. “I urge the western
governments, primarily the United States of America to recognise de jure and de facto independence of these
republics promptly and immediately... to protect the achievements of genuinely democratic reforms in these
countries,” he states on August 20, 1991 (1991nb). Over time, however, Gamsakhurdia grows concerned about
western reluctance to support his cause. “Western countries should treat our struggle for independence more

seriously... they should have direct contacts with the republics,” he notes on July 3, 1991 (1991gb).

Gamsakhurdia gives various explanations to the West’s lack of interest in Georgia. At times, he argues that this
is due to Moscow’s deep penetration in the West. “Our supporters [in the West] are terrorised, they are
pressured, and they have no backing whatsoever. [On the other hand, the Russian] agents get extensive
support. This is the result of weakening of the West,” he notes on February 5, 1991 (1991c). He also claims his
message is delivered in a distorted manner to the West. “A disinformation campaign is being waged against
Georgia in the West. Moscow, the Kremlin influences all of this. All this false information comes from Moscow
- from western journalists accredited in Moscow,” he says on June 28, 1991 (1991db). On other occasions,
geopolitical reasons are given. Here, the West emerges as a rational player, which wants to maintain ties with
Moscow out of considerations of wider political issues, including the Gulf crisis and arms control negotiations
(1991k). Gamsakhurdia also asserts that western caution is associated with fears of potential destabilisation in
the Soviet Union. “We need to know that the West is unwillingly supportive of the independence movements,
because it is afraid of fragmentation into smaller countries, which could trigger conflicts and destabilisation.

This is what scares the West,” he notes on July 18, 1991 (19911b).



Closer to the end of his time in office, Gamsakhurdia becomes extremely critical of the West. In an interview
on December 21, 1991 (1991wb), a couple of days before Gamsakhurdia’s toppling from power, the President
admits having “quite cold” relations with western leaders. “They are not interested in the Empire’s
disintegration. This is well known. In me, they see a man who is in favour of disintegrating the Empire,” he
underlined (1991wb). In later months, Gamsakhurdia increases the level of criticism against the West, accusing
western leaders of collusion with Moscow and with the rebel leaders to overthrow his government (1992a;
1992b). “Georgia’s traitor party bureaucrats living in Moscow under the leadership of [Eduard] Shevardnadze
managed to disorient the West in alliance with the imperial forces, starting an unprecedented disinformation
campaign against me in Moscow and in the West,” he notes on February 26, 1992 (1992a). In later accounts,
Gamsakhurdia starts interpreting his misfortunes with western leaders as a manifestation of their contempt for
Georgian identity and its “Christian way of life” (1993a), as well as their opposition to “the national orientation”
of his policies (1992m). “Western states in alliance with the Russian empire are turning a blind eye on [our]
national tragedy, they are supporting anti-democratic, anti-people terrorist junta in suppressing our nationally

minded movement, in usurping the state,” he notes on April 9, 1992 (19924).

Finding the kin in the Caucasus

For Gamsakhurdia, Georgia is geographically rooted in its immediate neighbourhood. While there is a
recognition that culturally the country is part of Europe and “the Christian civilisation” (1991w), Georgia is
seen as geographic and cultural centre of Caucasus, which, according to Gamsakhurdia, is a historically formed
ethno-cultural space — a region of its own. Geographically it encompasses both Southern and Northern slopes
of the Caucasus Mountain range, and includes several autonomous entities located in North Caucasus within
the (Soviet Union) Russian Federation, and three (former) Union republics, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia.
Gamsakhurdia believes that Caucasus is a geopolitically important space, an area that has attracted the interests
of regional and global powers for centuries. “This region is extremely important in geopolitical terms; [the one]
who owns Caucasus, owns the Near East and Asia. This was very well understood by western countries, so the
struggle for Caucasus with Russia goes back to centuries,” he said in an interview on December 6, 1992

(1992m).

For Gamsakhurdia, Georgia is destined to be the political centre of Caucasus. He believes the country’s role is

to serve as the unifying force in the region and to champion the idea of freedom and independence of all



Caucasian peoples, as well as to facilitate their contacts with the external world. “[Restoration of Georgia’s
relations with immediate neighbours] will promote the participation of Caucasian states in global political,
economic, and cultural processes and [will also] allow us to cooperate on a regional level,” Gamsakhurdia wrote
in his election manifesto (1991w). “Our aim is to consolidate Caucasus, to free it from the claws of the Empire

and to introduce it in the global family of free peoples,” he notes on March 23, 1991 (1991n).

Gamsakhurdia attaches special importance to North Caucasus, particularly the Ingush, Chechens, Circassians,
Balkars and Karachays, whom he considers to be Georgia’s close allies. In his initial accounts, Gamsakhurdia
acknowledges that Georgians and North Caucasians might be different by their linguistic backgrounds, ethnic
origins, and religious beliefs, but he still sees them as tightly connected through the strings of history and
common traditions. To prove his argument, Gamsakhurdia frequently refers to the practices of sworn
brotherhood and fosterage between Georgian mountaineers and North Caucasian peoples, as well as the
friendships and professional connections of Tsarist- and Soviet-era Georgian public figures with their North
Caucasian counterparts. He also presents the 19 and 20® century deportations of North Caucasian peoples as
events of shared pain and grief, with Georgians emerging as companionate supporters of the plight of their
northern neighbours. Gamsakhurdia is particularly empathetic of the fate of the Vainakh people. For him,
Chechens and Ingush are two freedom-loving peoples, who - like Georgians - have been targeted under the
Tsarist and Soviet regimes, and who deserve to be independent from the Kremlin. Ossetians and Abkhaz - on
the other hand - are presented as collaborators in Kremlin’s quest to supress the defiant Vainakhs and
Georgians. “The Soviet authorities have divided the nations living in the USSR as reliable and non-reliable,
rebellious [peoples]. For example, Georgians and Chechen-Ingush are the most discriminated in Caucasus,
while Abkhaz and Ossetians are privileged, because they want to sign the Union Treaty,” he notes on August

9, 1991 (1991mb).

Gamsakhurdia depicts the history of North Caucasus as a perpetual struggle for freedom and resents that the
“brave” and “freedom-loving” Caucasians have been deprived of their independence - first by the Tsarist Russia
and then by the Soviet Union. Gamsakhurdia also insists — perhaps aware of the existence of strong counter-
narratives - that Georgians have been equally affected by the Tsarist and Soviet authorities (1992l).
Gamsakhurdia posits that the Kremlin spares no efforts to undermine the unity of the Caucasian peoples,

including through instigating ethnic conflicts. “The Empire has always used the so-called ethnic conflicts to



subjugate the proud and freedom-loving Caucasians,” he wrote in his address to the United Nations on April
27, 1991 (1991u). Gamsakhurdia also blames the Kremlin for disregarding the history and the agency of the
peoples of Caucasus, arguing that they have a long tradition of upholding universal principles. “The centre
‘demonstrates’ to the entire world, through corrupt information outlets that without them ‘the wild and
cannibalistic’ Caucasians will annihilate each other; while concealing the fact that Caucasian peoples have

ancient cultural and humanistic traditions,” he said on March 23, 1991 (1991n).

To achieve more coordination between the national-liberation movements of Caucasus, Gamsakhurdia
repeatedly offers them a space for dialogue. On March 23, 1991, for instance Gamsakhurdia proposed to host
“a forum of the peoples of Caucasus” in Georgia (1991n). He echoed the offer on May 27, 1991, proposing to
establish an assembly that would unite “everyone who had suffered from the Communist regime, Communist
empire, for protecting their freedom and human rights” (1991y). Gamsakhurdia, however, stresses that the aim
is not to establish a political union, and that the republics had to gain their own independence before thinking
of forming the ‘Caucasian Home’ - an umbrella term for loosely-defined ideas on political integration in
Caucasus. “We cannot speak about a common home, we have to have our own houses first,” he told the
journalist on December 18, 1990 (1990e). “One needs to have a house of its own to start speaking of a common
home; when the peoples of the region become genuinely independent and sovereign, that’s when we can start
seriously contemplating on the [common] Caucasian Home,” he noted two months later (1991f). Although the
idea of a Caucasian historical and cultural kinship is a dominant narrative across the first two stages of his
tenure, it was only in exile that Gamsakhurdia started outlining the institutional contours of a possible regional
union. In a statement on September 21, 1992, less than three weeks after the first consultative meeting of the
“roundtable of the peoples of Caucasus” in Grozny, Gamsakhurdia said the possible future setup of the
Caucasian Home should include three independent states as full members (Georgia, Chechnya, and

Azerbaijan). “The rest should enter the union as peoples and not as states,” he noted (1992k).

In exile, Gamsakhurdia also advances the idea of the Tbero-Caucasian civilisation’, a geographically wider, but
ideologically more nativist interpretation of Caucasus. Although not too radically different from earlier
representations of Caucasus, the idea of the Ibero-Caucasian space, inspired by the namesake tradition in
linguistic studies, brings some notable changes. Specifically, it introduces the understanding of the region as a

common ethno-cultural phenomenon. The core base of the Iberian-Caucasian space, according to



Gamsakhurdia, are the peoples of the Ibero-Caucasian “stock” — Georgians, Chechens, Ingush, Circassians,
Adige, Abkhaz, Avars and others, but the space also incorporates peoples of other ethno-linguistic origin
(19921). For instance, although Gamsakhurdia recognises that ethnic groups like Balkars and Karachays are of
Turkic “stock,” they too are considered to be integral parts of the Ibero-Caucasian civilisation (1992l).
Interestingly, Gamsakhurdia’s ‘Caucasus’ also includes Armenians and Azerbaijanis, whose languages are of
non-Ibero-Caucasian origin as well. Here, he claims that Azerbaijanis are the descendants of Albanians, early
medieval settlers of contemporary Azerbaijan, who “mixed with Turkic peoples,” while Armenians are the
descendants of “the Iberian-Anatolian Hayasians who mixed with Indo-European Armenians” (19921).
Through that, Gamsakhurdia tries to paint the picture of the whole of Caucasus as an area tightly connected
by common primordial ethnic origin and attempts to legitimise closer political integration of all Caucasian

peoples.

Conclusion

Textual analysis of Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy rhetoric demonstrates that the first President of
Georgia, drew a complex picture of the external world. Despite a relatively short span in office, he actively
contemplated on international politics, as well as the place and role of Georgia, both in the region and the
wider world. In the region, he framed the role of Georgia as a geopolitically important area, and a leading force
uniting the nations of Caucasus in their struggle against Moscow’s imperialism, while in the world he presented
the country as a trustworthy actor worth of appreciation and recognition for its democratic credentials and
responsible behaviour. Yet, owing largely to the influence of day-to-day political developments, some of
Gamsakhurdia’s positions show contradictory messaging and loose ideational foundations, creating a sense of

an overall inconsistency surrounding his foreign policy rhetoric.

The article corroborates the dominant position in the scholarly literature that Gamsakhurdia’s foreign policy
visions turned from being explicitly pro-western in the first phase of his governance to a more nativist, regional
vision in later months of his presidency. The finding comes with a caveat, however. Contrary to other works,
the present article finds that Pan-Caucasian and pro-western orientations coexisted in the first phase as well,
only to be dominated by the former closer to the end of his term in office in Thbilisi. Importantly, the findings
also show two gaps in the scholarly literature. First, the article challenges the position that Gamsakhurdia’s

rhetoric was heavily informed by religious readings of global politics. While there indeed is some recognition



of Georgia’s Christian identity in relation to the Muslim ‘others’, the article fails to find religion as a defining
factor in his foreign policy rhetoric. The article also challenges the scholarly consensus that Gamsakhurdia’s
stance on Russia was overly antagonistic. In fact, it shows Gamsakhurdia making a clear distinction between
the Soviet Union and Russia in the initial months of his term in office. On the Soviet Union, he is extremely
critical, but the portrayal of Russia is remarkably positive. In later texts, however, Gamsakhurdia starts treating
Russia as the successor of the Soviet Union, accusing its government and armed forces of aiding the rebels in

his overthrow.

In sum, Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s portrayal of Georgia is essentially of a besieged nation — of a country that is
trapped in the Soviet Union and that is trying to end its isolation by distancing from the imperial centre and
seeking recognition and alliances abroad. As such, Gamsakhurdia’s visions are indicative of the state of affairs
of the early years of Georgia’s independence and narrate a story of a country that is searching for a new place

and a new purpose in times of dramatic political and economic transformations.
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Abstract

The Covid-19 pandemic has become the biggest challenge for the whole world. It encompassed all spheres and
aspects of life, at the same time radically changing the existence of each human being. The crisis caused by
Covid-19 has affected states, the world and national economies, and ordinary citizens. The pandemic has dealt
a blow to vulnerable groups in society, including immigrants, and has created many legal, socio-economic,
health, and other problems. Although the Georgian government took effective steps-in the early stages of the
pandemic, the second wave of restrictions proved too severe, with border closures, long-term restrictions on
economic activity, and other regulations weakening the country's fragile economy, hurting medium and small
businesses, tourism, and service sector. All of that affected the migrants employed in the local labour market.
As a result, they were left with no income in a foreign country. This paper aims to determine the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent tightening of immigration policies on the situation of labour
migrants in Georgia. The article presents the results of qualitative research conducted with migrants of
different nationalities employed in Tbilisi and Batumi. Based on the purpose and specifics of the research
foreign citizens were selected using the "snowball sampling" method, which is the best way to connect with
groups with similar social networks, and at the same time, helps us to save a lot of time. The 56 face-to-face
interviews were conducted with labour migrants living in Georgia. 5 Participants of the project "Work from
Georgia" were also interviewed. As a result of research conducted with migrants, we can distinguish the groups
of migrants most affected by the pandemic. These include people employed in the local labour market in
tourism and services and those with less-skilled jobs. The main finding of the study is that less effective
government policies during the pandemic period significantly hampered the integration process of migrants.

A particular challenge for immigrants during Covid-19 was the maintenance of legal status that was



compounded by socio-economic challenges, restrictions on access to information and healthcare services due
to the pandemic work of the Public Service Development Agency and the heavy workload on the health care

system.

Keywords: Labor Migrants, Covid-19 Pandemic, Integration of Migrants.
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