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FODREWORD

Effdective regulation of employment relations is a one of the priorities of all
statites as good functioning of this segment vastly conditions the economic
grovwth and welfare of people. Related topics are quite important in con-
temmporary life; they influence not only each employee individually but also
an eemployer interested in the performance of work.

Indilividual employment relations are based on the principle of equal rights
of tithe parties. A legislator shall ensure the practice of this principle so as
not t to allow the misuse of rights. In particular, it should outline the scope
of tlthe free will of the parties and set up certain boundaries.

Parl-liament adopted a new Labour Code in 2006, which acquired the form
of tithe Organic Law with the same title in 2010. 'The state once more un-
derlilined its particular interest in this sphere by such action. Any legislative
innoovation aims at better regulation of legal relations and closing of gaps
pricor to its adoption; Reaching this goal significantly depends on court
pracctice.

‘Therre have been numerous court decisions providing interesting interpre-
tatioon of the provisions of the Labour Code since its adoption. Interpre-
tatioon is important for the formation of the homogenous court practice
servving the improvement of legislation on its part. Certain decisions are
althaough not similar but still allow shaping common trend. Court practice
enabbles scholars to draw out objective conclusions and somehow ensures
stabbility for the parties to the employment relationship as they can forecast
the cexpected results of their actions with the reasonable certainty.

‘The Present collection of articles presents an attempt of the scientific
anahylysis of new regulations for which the current court practice serves as
a goood foundation. Usually parties assert their rights through particular
nornms and legal mechanisms. Thus, the most important aspects are: the
princciple of the prohibition of discrimination, cancellation of contract,
certaain social protection mechanisms etc. 'The same issues are addressed
in thae responses of the scholars and practitioners because they are of the
higheest importance within the court practice as well.

We trried to gather opinions of acting judges and experienced scientists as
well aas young researchers for public consideration. Our ambition is to start
fillingg the gap in legal literature (both at study and scientific levels). There
has naot been a textbook so far which causes difficulties both for students
and ldecturers at the universities.
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Ihe present collection of papers is expected to contribute to the develwp-
ment of employment law. The publication is intended to trigger the piro-
cess of creation of further scientific researches and publications. 'lhus, tthe
publication of the next editions has already been planned which will dleal
with other significant issues.

We would like to express our special acknowledgements to Professor Ireakli
Burduli, the Dean of the Faculty of Law at the Ivane Javakhishvili Tbiilisi
State University and to the entire Council of the faculty as without their
assistance the project would not have been realized. Endeavors of a yowung
colleague at the University — Giorgi Amiranashviliis to be especially noted
as he organized the collection of the materials and the publication of the
book.

We are especially thankful to the authors of the papers whose disinterrest-
ed contribution to the publication is gratefully acknowledged. We wawuld
count on their future cooperation and welcome others to join in this rmost
worthwhile undertaking.

Vakhtang Zaalishvili
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