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Table 1.2 Viewings of Popular Television Broadcasts

Show/Episode Number of Viewers  Percent of Households ~ Year
The Ed Sullivan Show / The Beatles’ first appearance 73 million 45.1% 1964
The Ed Sullivan Show / Elvis Presley’s first appearance 60 million 82.6% 1956
I Love Lucy / “Lucy Goes to the Hospital 44 million 71.7% 1953
M*A*S*H / Series finale 106 million 60.2% 1983
Seinfeld / Series finale 76 million 41.3% 1998
American Idol / Season 3 finale 36 million 17% 2006
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