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Better integration of education
and practice? Promoting research-
based social work

Sisko Piippo', Juha Hamadldinen®, Anssi Savolainen 2
Mari Suonio’. and Raija Viisanen®

Abstraet This article deals with develosmen) work that dsed Wl PrOmolng o
better integration of secial wairk untversity aducation and social wotk practice
The develimment wirk ncorperater] the academic werld ings (he worleng lile
of social workers inorucsl sress, Asoa tesult, & permanem Uit yagency
tetwerk wae eetalilished, conisishing of & university-cosrdinated mesworkiod
intfrastruztuse of 26 snifican emiplover srpanisaions anuniciEalines and -
governmentel orgEnisations) Serminars, veorkgroups and o condnning education
conrree for prectice educators weere modelled il realised us nerwork gel ivites,
The vetwork has enlunced colliborarias. To suppatt e arms of sovie] week
education to pronmie the wse ol sciemilic et hods and Leehmiies in practice, 4
sigailicant structune (ot ketter ineraction witk 1he practice field has Been creansd
Practintones do have enchinsissm for dirvelopmient work sud # s eszental in
terms ol research-based sucial wol 25 16 o this 18 sgsourced . supporied and
telisen] by ecucational sohions, Hemveier, i addinen w the U=
telationship, the velaionship beovesn fndividonls and their emplover agencles is
absa Ly i jerms alescalating learring inie the drearesatenal eomiex
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Introduction b

The gap betwien theary and practice st ol oo and o e
Challenge for education in perhaps all prahuhﬂf, Coapacially o
practice-based disciplines. This article will discuss the cpllabioniive
developmental work hevween social work education anel practice, which
alms 1o wlvance the interaction between university and practice, Todevelop
socutl wark practice educanon, new cornestions between the awademic
world g pracice were rebommeniled by the Finnish Higher Bducation
Evaluatian Courel (Korkeakoulujen arviaint neuveste, 20081 and by the
Mimistry ol Educavon (Opetusmimsienié, 2007). Findings [rom several
papers eg Chapron el al, 2008, Wilsen or kelly, 2010) emphasised the
imsulicient pegeon of theory aad practice in learping Consexguently,
[romi the perspective of practitioners, applying fesedrch and practics has
Ineen conswlered as ditheult (Bergmark 8 Lundstrom, 2002; Karvinen-
Siinikaski, 200%; Csmond & O'Connor, Wta]. Samrally, thisiswarryimg
from the edlucational standpoin. lener inegration of theary and practics
conlel prowide the tools i are necessary tameet with the challenges i
praetice and, thereby, promote msauch-enented pwaetive

As Orpe arcl Powell (2007, p. 589 apily cenclude, improving social
wotk prolessional practce for the benehit ol servive users is (ultimately) thic
abim of Hhe teaching and thus the delinition ol guality in research includes
the U,IIIII} al the mesearch for pruﬁ:luir_r:'.f:'s [ the 20005, the I.Ji.‘i-‘ul&'::[’.‘mk:ﬂl
ol Fiinlsh social work practice educarion, in wrms af werking-lils
relatlonships, was stronply investet] o, atid development prajects
focused winestiblishing permanent stractures belween university gl
practice lor shared learming and development arenas were launched in
Fiprialy universities (Toshinaetal, 20023

For example. ssclons elinie-hasal eaching solitiems ame alrealdy
unielerway in Finnish soctal work education, Hewever, inthe Laiversity of
Eastern Finland, the development ol practice educavion hasaimed @ lind
e Ly pes al links between the academic world and praciice in rursl areas,
As aresule mostructore for deeper collabaration. the Netwerk of Research-
bised Socinl Worke Bducation Centres [N RESWEC), was eéstablishad 1
2000 1w 2002, Three ferme of neswork coliabartion wene modelled and
ofgadsed: o conitinuing learning course lor practlee educaers’, mutual
dlacussion Torums Jor students, aniversity stall gl prdcconees and
o pedagoptoal webshe, Although e-communfetion Ge yigdedcon lerunos
systen, webmemon) was employed s an weleithonal sption or bl

T R T P T L T R i hﬁﬂfw

intenquon ool pacticpution. senars and workgonps were based on
oo ficermeetings As of 2012, social work | praciice educaiion. has
been dntegraied into this universily-covidinated inlrastrviture of 26
arganisations in Eastern angd South-Ease Finlanc.

I general, practice edueation i notl viewed as o distines area n e
development of these new structures of socul work eclueadon in Finland.
Instend, it has been merged as a pan af the relationship thar exises beoween
researcl=based cdusation and sorking e, where educaion, resemch
arel development are expected © be integiated within multlstalatholeer
woltabomation (Suonio & Pohjols, 20012)

Koowledgs is net understood merely as readily available” o tradivions
iniormation, which could be transterved directly (i the lorm ol beoks o
rescarch articles = for exaniple, rescarch-oriemed Finnlsh sociol work
eulueation promates Uie view Chat i addion 1@ academic research, socinl

work kaowledge can be produced on workingelile relationships lmwlﬁ .
Miinikoskd, 2005, Hamalanen, 2011, Toohioe et al, 2012 However,

view of resenrch orenadon as-2 00l lor hridging the gap between social
Tl thl:q}r:,'uud practice [(Manbiles, 2005, P 276 emplms!ﬂs.ihu resenre b
capacily of practitioners. [ Finland, wsearcher education s integrated
bro basic sochal worle degrees (IMAs) A qualified professional las the
capabilay of applying thepries and wsing rescirch piethoeds and bs o
critieal, reflective and sciemifie way of chinking during problem-selving
Lasks TRaryinen-Nifnikaskl, 200% Mantysaar, 2005, Hamilainen, 2001
Thus, research-haseel suciul work sducathon alms 1o develop resenrch
capaciy, which will De realised and uihised asresearch-hased k.ﬁﬂ"ﬂl'lﬂdﬂl
procuction (0 social work practice.

Varions innavative experiments have been carried oul in the aren @l
social wark and fis practics educztion e better intzgranen ol academis and
practice: B seothod, che anversiy educator's role as an seademic advisor’
dluring practica: Lraining cotises b been highlighted (Clagon et al, 2008)
Ta the UK, Che relutionship betwesn prectice educarors and stadents and
its signibicance for learning have been discussed (Lelevre, 2005 Mot rystl
ariel Wilsan's (2009 stuly almed 1o develop research-minded praciice n
the UK, Reporis of Finnish cline-type social werk practice education have
been presented (e g Drlessens o al, 2005, Karvimen-tiinikosks, 20050 A
researehh capiityBiaibihing etk Bis been established (n Brivish social
work educavion Whme & Powell, 2007 po 10000 The need w develop
it et Dubweont soashitrnbn s practice hos been recognised (Gorby,
20008, g 075 Bellimga SO0 i 60 Blowever, there has been less foeus
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on collaboraive developiment work, especinlly In Paral gheas. Our papir
alms o contribute 10 this by presenting collabountive, network-hased
development work, which tbok tnto aceount both nations) administrtive
recammendations for practiee eduation and maove reglonal developmental
(TEURES

Fimnish social work education

The view that social work and social werk education are subjected Lo
the regquirenents af being evidence: based 1s aavttung bul new. Research
atientation and is dilfevent [orms have also heen central 1o the Finnish
discysslons abour sockal work edication sinee the [UH0s Based en an
evaluation of social work edugation in Findand . in 2004, the Finnish Higher
Editeation Evalvation Couretl stated the lolewng:

Sieind wenl is a prolession. a disciolne and an operational system of dhe
soctety tha conssis of research. edication and practiesl soaal worke and
internction hetwieen these. The guestion = aboit prslessional sirtions basad
ol besedichiim ovder o prevens ind relieve social problems” (Korkenkoulugen
Ao neuvosts, 2004, o 52)

Currently, this research orientation s viewed as a basic padagegical
(hemie 1 Finnishesoeial wonk . (Karvireo=Niigikoski, 2005 Manoysaari,
2000, Hamalatnen, 20115 Tuohino et al, 2012} In the University ol Eastern
Finluncl. courses on practice education and reseasch methods are combuned,
andl practical raning is carried out within the framework ol case studies
and ease evaliations (Niemels, 20037 The research-orlentation ideal covers
the entire professional spectrum from avademic study to practice, and
realising thie research-hased praehice ferquines praciioners whaoane capablis
ol seientilic problim soiving and el creatively applying scientilic theories
(Karvinen-Nunikeski, 2005, Hamalainen, 2211, p. 482) The ideal lorm is
related o imnevative knowledye producton (Karvinen-Nimnibkoski, 2003,
where dilierent ralfes, originally defined by instinutions (social waorkers,
stysctents and researthers), e thought to be mixed,

Accordinaly, the concept af the research base relers 1w both the idea
of producing a resenrch-based knowledge base (theories, methods and
infermation) and ranslermng this knowledge inte practwe by giving

moe Mridiic Tr..lilh-q & Lt 150 H!HT LTI AT IﬂEJNﬂllmi_. Ouidvk

shiicletits the ol A ek et s ond ascientifie way of thinking
- pracuies CHbmalsimmn & Miemeld, 2007, p 1) (hat s, tooals for
mﬂm ot ion. Ultimarely, the concep of research
s unclerntootd Ha bromder way than ‘merely’ research undertaken with its
veaditicmal meanings wnel by teadiconal resesrch institataons. -
Avcording 1o g follseup evaluntion repont on Finnish social work
university educacion in 2008 (Korkeakoulajen aryicintinetsosto, 2008),
there wins toy clear model of practice education, and sockal work educntion
needed 1o be developed as a research-hased ranch, where theary, scadmic
r-;smr}t' anel practice education would closely interact (Opetusministerio,
2007 ]

Developing the nerwork for social work practice education

Te suppert the realisation of the above aims, and fallowing btk patanl
and internasienal chscussions in sacial werl science, the university=prigtios
collaborative development work was expected o promote sesearch-bussd
soctal work by creating new links between social wok educition wnd
practice. | lowever, jegurding practice educarion, the views antd dmjcq'lml!ﬂ
needs of the large targer area — dentificd as the Narthern, pmﬁmiﬂ,
sparsely populated reglon of Finland —were not specttically knowin

Explorative surveys

Toshed light on such issuss, Survey | was condicted in the planing suge.
To explore the views on compleied development work at the Closing stage
ol the project, Survey 7 was targeted at social work practivioners (Tablel)

i |

Limitations

The questionnaine tnrgeting the social sector managers yielded o very
lew: respanne tte of W% The original soclal worker sample i the
cueesticmiatee s gt newn. Soclal manngers (n the targer area were nakid
tor chelivereommll qaesionmaires 1o sociinl workess inthelr organisacions and
v workiers e et i questionnmice
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Sutvey 2 ncluded only subjective reporting by networke eontact
persons, hut these individuals ane viewed a5 1he representatives ol ||'|r£:|
giganisations. Foran eveml] pictuee of thy MREWEC and its activitles, a
sty targon gl social workers and social work stdents in e astwork
area will be negcled in the mear [utare,

Findings: Practitioners’ views of practice education

[ peneral, tndings were positive (n terms ol research-hased sovial work
el ion god enthosiasm for shaved development was expressed

Current university collaboration

Sovinl workers were asked 1o prade co-operation with the unwersity on
i 4-pelnt scale, mpnging om 1 Gnsalheieat) ta 4 (v good), Forbe-six
et went bl thar co-opertion werked well. Qualitative responses chnily
deticiencles locaed around the diakepne hetween theory and praciice,
Previously, the co-aperavion was based mamly en stutlents praciice
tealing The respondents hoped for greater co<operation beiween the
university and practice, Severa] gualitntive angwers oted the neeld

A e i Fewmwibiggg & Lawrpimg | 300 e n®din, ey uf‘ﬂmlm‘ wdul

| T i e

i suip ot L biinee This would alsoaet o stengthen
seaching i " "' '“ e gty Sovlal workers and imanagers dound
cmtinubog. o allon e akly continubg velucation that tanggeted
practive i‘dw-ﬂiu\lﬂf el deosirony oo collaboration sl uitiversities
A ubversiyseoabdinaeed, nevwarked hifstruciure of Organisations wis
consitleved o o o gotie for developing a new kind of cosopersion and

LT of o sations wete interested (n joining

Practical training

According te managers, S3% of organilsations were reacy 1o offer practides
timining placeniens foe students. They were seen as thie qualified soclal
sworkersafrhe b, and practice trabning was viewed ag 4 wiy ﬂlfﬂiﬂﬂhﬁ
competent personnel Oversll, in bestscase sceparing, the

seeft as A resouree, allowing the social workers (o critically refléect o 1

e ——
own work, workplace and ethics, Social workers lound superyising 1 be o

wselul teal lor developing their teaching and thetr skills, and as a motbvator
i developrg their own work However, they fonnd the bk of resenices
(e, workspaice, sersonnel) problematic. Yo 43% of social wetleors spil
they would act a5 @ practice educator i the futare and S8% feparted
their wiliingness to pamcipate in planned continiing educathon courss
far practice cclucators. Seventy per cent ol social workers had el asn
students pructice ecucmon ar least ence, and their supesvising copilivy
wats mmlnly reporied as good. Some sonsidered that supervising redued
{13%) or incrensecd (23%) Lheir ability to cope with thetr own worke, bt
the maoriy GHE) reperted no immpact,

Fionwever small rural municealites veported thatthelr distance frobn the
wpiversity and the limitted econamic resources were barglers 1o recrilting
stulents and mwsrcicted the deployment of development projecis. These
sl municpabiies elienng unpsdd practeal traimmg places are not viewed!
s altractive by stielents, This wasdeemned o be & problem, because sludents
wiere secitas the qualibied socal workers' of the futareand the area sullers
choe e adack ol gualihed stall, According 1@ the Provincal Gavepnment of
Eastern Finland Cra-suonen i ahatlicus, 2008), 6 729 ol cases b this
area, vacanches were filled purt of the tine orall of tie time by wempoiy
sl ard bn Q0% ob s palices Bl uncer 6,000 citizensd, theve we
o squistl il wocal waka st all. M lack of permanent qualified workers
15 o ikt of goneern b s el peseacs b e socind wark.
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Scme municipalivies ave never had wny sudet plssements Die o

the distances involved, o Mtwmkmf'mndﬂ'-ﬂh.‘ﬂ_m:ﬂl hoped lor
Wy minigers. The need for s regional model for helping 1o sl social
workers was preseried. In adelition, soctal warkers (0 these periphecal
locations hoped lor more regional netwoerking,

Attitudes towards research and development issues

From the viewpaintal the collaborative developent of vesearch-bused
sovial work education, the results are promising (Table 2),

Toble &

Soelnl winikess' develepmment arnc! reaching capaciey (5}
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Soctal worke s interest towands collaboration, research, research-buse!
knowledge production and development was relarively. high  [nterest
wits highest i the development of their owit wark matheds. Mozneover,
they viewed both posegradaate studies and continuing education as
possible ways of develaphog their existing skills. However, the results are
mibxed, Project-hased development aned scademic knowledise [rredduction
I seminars o0 work groups were seen mainly as unlmpnmm; S0 W
patrbicipatiag in feaching in university, This participation of practice workers
vould be very useful, however, lor enriching the learning expeciences o

T Prbo o Trwking O« Deowniing | 200 g e DO i O gioig i ihie e ki

stuckents i vie LT WA p, resenichbased benowledpe relating 1o
ane's own Wil Wik s o Y Inipartant, bat i addivion w eaditianal
neaclimic kowlilge | AL, mare collaboration and new easy-aceess
ArCnaN wor for e vealisation.

The llowing questions: scught (nfarmation about uselul lases

regareing practiee eduention in werms of practical work (Tahle 3);

Table 3
Inpurtaat tssies Lo stadents 1o learn shout during practice education (%)
'v'qr.\' M Foumevchial  Nol ieporiasl
gLt lsspsstud  apilon  litykaitind
Imeracthonal o&ifls L] 13 5
Prafissiind eibives 7 25
Mutti-npmsey unsrkng &1 F2 ]
Micihods ¢Fchica work b ] %
MNetwirkeng skills 5= k) [} ]
Sewsinel weifore begdition au k) 5
Primctioes of sooul sorury 13 24
Szt antlsemie 25 i5 3 13
Develipmanl work Is 43 3 35 1
and sowial planimng
Profet Koo lidge i K 5 a5 g
Resoarchabadad ke 5 L] 1 5 £
pasluction
Aduunsdrabive manersent o4k 25 L i1
[l resumdvers aare parcaniggies

Research-hased knewledge production was seen as imporiant, but wot
85 Important as the sacial workers' own intezests. Even if soctal workeik
were interesied in development, research and rasesroh-hased krowded e
precuction (Table 10, thesz were, however, seen 48 1ol stich necessary or
aeetled skills when il came 1o practice and to the job deseription of a hasie
soctal wirkeet . How had social werkers undersiood the conceptof ressin b
based knowledge production? seventy-nine percent of respondents used
the prolessional cile of social workier Asa possible explanation, congepis pl
research and developnient were linked o so-called special social workiers,
with, lorexample, the prolessionzl tirle of practitioner- researcher. Hiwever,
the concept of research-based social werle Tighlights the capability of all
pracutioners, without a specific prafessional title, 1o use sclentific methads
and thinking in thelr practice 1o the future, the merging of client worl
skills and resvaralbised knowledpe production should be promuoged. This
result fencls suppon 10 the studies of Karyinen-Niinikoskd (2005) anel
Drtessens etal. (200 mocording o which, everyd ay profeestonal praciices
should be inteyened moke witly vesenrch-based knowledge production,
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Practice ecication i workplaces should abso e Dbl miose wo pesean b
i) development issues. F—_—

Shuills relat g to client worko wene andod e the mbst innponin. whcis
satsgement and project work wene scenas less bpoctml. This alse cellects
sochinl workers' owndnterests Cable 20 The majority consdered knowledue
O skl security practiees and soeial weblare legislution ss very iportant,
This can be understood 1 the contest of the Finmish soclal policy and
welbuw systens. Sccinl services = hased on Jaw — are provided mainly
by the pubie sector, where the majerity of secial workers are employedl
{Mecusisae et al, 20013,

Implications: Network of Research-based Social Work
Education Centres (NRSWEC)

pnsidering the special needs of the area, a university-coordinated
netwatked Infrastructure of 16 organ isations was created, Buch arganisation
lormetl o research-based social work edueation cenure with a universiy
Thinntwirk of 26 centres —viewed a5 a social innovarion lor collabotition
bevwaety the Deld ol practice and the scaclemie wearld —is alse expecied W
expaiel i the future.

The research-reluted NRSWEC activities —a continuing education course

e prractice educatore, mutual discussi, m [orums and a pecagogical websiie

----- i

= wire developed as new arenas tor promoting the ideal of collaborative,
resenrchebased knowledge production. They are presented below with the
hndings from Survey 2 (see Table | for additional information on Survey
2 and the evaluation of the cantinuing educarion course (Savolainen et
al, 201 2)

Continuing learning for practice educators

Dk toysocial workers' interests (Table 2% a continuing education course was
arganised The st continuing learning course tmrgeted praciice educatons
i warkplices. was beld in 2000 and comprised both Internet-hused
anel praditional eeucation. The course was based on the iddeas of lile-long,
cosoperative aned melorming learning, wich critieal pellegtion i the learning
method”, Practiee teachers were educatied o stidint gusdanse, mentoring,

e ———
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e werle iy the sworkplace fram the point
oy diia Motk Experiences were very postive,
even b e Dam b sl ion was wo pressoesed i some aises, A cleas
el Bom e NIl IEOE jroupis for practice educators was expressed,
Menttor -m{imu et Ul o support the organisations' awn wask i
couching o conmselling, Thase contacted hoped that wpies such as these
woulid b anchoree more bn the heid. They also noted w need for degper
collaboration during practical education courses. The willingress 1o give
the Grgunisation’s practical expenise in use by participating in soclal
wark caurses was slso exprecsed (Savolainen et al. 2012). 1n the future,
vontinuing lesrning courses will be held every second year,

Mutual discussion forums for practitioners, siudents and
university staff

In F0LL, sizy-uecess lorums woree hedd lor opeo-dae, free and poaloorented
disvasslons aboul the wsesrch and develonment of client work and regional
well-being in the lerm of seainars and thematic reseirch work grovps led
ay waiversiy stafl. [n Lotal, 87% ol organisarions participated in the lorums
(semianrs and/er workgroupsl, Sueh forame enabled social workers to
beconme fariliar wah the [atest selevant chient related research Hndmg:.m.
sldition Lo exploming the possibilitizs lor shared deselopment work, 1 hiey
alsw loctlnmed discussions on regional development needs, which ol
then be resemched by the aniversity Shaned seriinars and wirrkshaps
are alsa 5 shwed learming environment, where views and expetiences o
practiionersenrich che studenis' learning experiences and vice versi, Like
the continwing cducation course, these lorums were alse expected 1o give
dse Lo discugsions anil refleetions i warkplaces. Interesting leciumes and
rellective discussions with vther participanis were felt w be very useful.
Infuture. ssdents should be mativased more Lo participare

Fedagogical website

Thie projeat established w new website 10 act as - pedagewpenl porl for
conmeatng siudints, sesenicliess and network partners. The website ensunes
easter dcoess o mnnel e ol pesanroh i boemaoon . it alsoincludes inbormation
on vocanois uelusation s e and maierial lon proctice education
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The mujority of respandents (G685 were famibar with the website of
the NRSWEC. They mostly used the website w seatel for (shesentations
abtanit the NRSWEC. for information alxout socinl wivk pretval educat ion,
resenreh and development aned for contacts, Ty addition. they used (1 for
recruinment. Twenty-four per cent of orpenisations posted notifieations of
vacancies lor practical edacation, The website development is an on-going
process, rellecting, practice training and research.

Atthtudes towards the NRSWEC

I'nr-hn'pu dite te Tne: that the nevwork has only just been establishied, the
metwerk’s ability In wrms of recruiting workers was estimated 1o be
relatively low, Naturally, the lack of social workers in Finland cannot be
silverd merely theough educational solutions. This shortaige is alse linked
by lamies guch as low salarles and excessive workloads, which should ke
thehclen at the governmestal Jevel. However. an essential point raised by
A wirong mujority of the cehort was that co-operation was improving.
Thee usthitative data showed that, in seme cascs, there was a long history
oF ppseperation with universities, but that the etworked infrastructure
ipened up o new channel for a deeper co-uperation, Shared development
work was identihed as the main thewe e relation to the most usefal form
al oseperation i thie futuee

Talile 4
View ol the NREWEC as an arenn bor collahoration

Suongly Agree Mo opiiom  Dhuagree Stroneely
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Finddings shewed that even if the sigmihcarce of research for practice was
feegrined, anel even with the majority of organisations pardeipaing in
INREWEC nctivivies (with this puriicipation being consiclereel us ugetul),
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i | reseate hobaed woslil wark

I e eening the meaniong of scieniific
) workgplaces, viewing the network

vaving anything (Table 4) This neel lor hetter
internetion batween idividunls and argamisstions was also noted in
Bechdows (QOOMY sudy of learning ofganisations; practitioners reporied
tratellecoual relreshament, critieal reliection and acknowledging suceessiul
wark, mone simply put, the listening and ‘talieing’ in erganisations, us
prerequisites for learning werkplaces’

The NRSWEC as a tool for collaboration

Facusmgan the betrer integrarion of education fn practice and the academic
world, this paper sheds light on the significance of the collaborative
cevelopment zand permanent stractures between academic i nstitugions and
social work practice. It s oo early for a tocal evaluation of the NRSWIEC,
Hewever, al this stage, the following issues can b presented:

I The nevworlsed infrastracture 15 g functional meds) for better interaction
Fetwesn universities and the social work ggencies in ruvad, sparsely populated
dreds.

Findirgs suggeslt that social workers in the field were interested in
developing the work on students’ practice education, but that deeper
colliboration with the academic werk] was haopved For as a prerequlsie fos
apening up new links between unyversities and practice. Results indicae
that far promoting the ideal ol research-based knowledge production, o
network with operseasy-access aresas: contiring education and thiesmatic
research workgroups would hest serve the develdpment needs ol the targ
area. In response 1o this, a networked infrastruciare of 26 orginisations
was estabhished, A strenp maiority feund thar the collaboration was
tmpreved. which is slse supporied by the faetr that participation in the
research-related events was high. This paper cantributes 1 some carlior
studlies onsocial work education, which have highlighted the collaloration
with the held of practice in terms of creating steuctures for lenowledge-
creativg, communithes and neworks in Finland {eg Drienssens e al,
200 v werkl s bl thae UK (e Clapron eral, 2000; MeCrysial & Wilson,
2008, Orme & Powell, 2007)
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Pracaitioners’ enthushasn for developriont work should b gappsiial and
Ehey showled e enconruged more o poticipate i eaching otk the fild
annd alser ty the acodemic world
Predicialily, bndings in Table 3 suggest thar rescareh-haset] knewledie
production and development were aor seen as an lmportanl part
of the b deseripion for socal workers; results are similar 10 the
majority ol papers relating 1o the research-based knewledpe of sacial
warkers (eq Bergmark & Lundstean, 2002; Gsmond & Connar,
20060 As an important notien, however, social workess® inserest
towarils research and developriental issues in erms of their awn
wark was high (Table 21 which is impoenant lor the development of
resenmhoriented practice, and this should e taken more natice ol in
etluciton as well as in hitore researed. In educarion, the mergitg af
clent sk skills and research-based kaowledoe provluetion need 1o
b promotee and praceical traimang should be linked more to research
anil development ssues in wonkplaces. To imerease the seientihc facus
ol pract leal training, colilinuing education lar practice educators is, in
el detimitely & valuable reseunce for social work education through
butlding practitioners’ supervising capacity
A challenge ts, however, in social wiorkers linkine developrmental wnd
Cresgprcherelited issues primarily 1oahe vacancies for so-called special
soulal workers (practiponer-researchers, develonmental social warlees)
Anather risk invelves supervision only heing delegated to specitic
persons, to those practice educirors who have passed a continning
education course, for instance. ——

Chigntsat o challengzes

Unidoabtedly. persons in specibe roles and vacancies m organisations
e ack as catalysis for prometing and milising research g the
organisational level (Orme & Powell, 2007) Thes, the rale of special
social warleers i organisatons is related o dissermpatng knewledize,
anel establishing vacancies lor special professional Ltles cm he
undessioocns o step towareds rescorch-based social work practice, where
thie tiseareh and developraent componert will be integrated ot he job
deseriprion ol ull socinl warkess (Barnarda's, 20000, However, withaut
the common drive to develop wark asa community=hased endeavour,
the responsibilivy for the development and tesearch-ortenteed work in
ofgmisations will stay anthe fodividual level (persanitied anly i those
ppoimted ws special social workers),
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L ok devoloptient is peeded to me e
| .«ﬁn e 1 MG s comimunities \-ulmralg learning
Apient, Fhie sl urdng points and circamstunces of this social
vk eclueabtonal development work are challenging, For instance, the
Minvisteyal Bibucation in 1l (O pecasaninistents, 2007, p, 28) st ed
thitsockal work eduvition tod practice have not developedat e same
rate some ol Lhe pldest structures and culiures alangantsations do not
recognise the Importance of knowing and ol knawledge produced by o
renewedd education system. Yel. it is clearer than ever that educational
and scientilc suppsrt s nesded more (a practice when wide-renching
relorms are 1o be launchied in te public secter; for example, 1o avioid
mismatches hetween the map and rervain’ and topscown, exéessive
pureaue sae y-civen development work (Bergmardeet al, 20023 Allin all
W15 casy Lo agred with Oveme g Poweldl (2007), who suepest that
creer Lo inergase ihe awareaess and utilisation of secil work research
I aiganisaaonal kearning, newocalture chanpe across the sovial work
commurtity Onclueding both researchersand the users of research) 14
nmeeiled
When it comes to the academic world, the NRSWEC demands
resoutis, iorexemple, whea cansidering the role of the universiey i e
process ol escalatingand seadising the individual learming experieneos
ol educators, sevial workers and students in the level of resenreh, vid
stucdents theses ar sther Lavger scale studles or developrent project,

4 The pocential of workimg-life eelationships should e witlised and should exjatmd

mice i sicial waei education

iy spite of the preanisational ohstacles anil limited resources, solng
lurther than arpanising contnuing educarion [rogrammes and
seminars, networks dohave the petential o address the fnsulhcient
Huzegrion hetween adademia s practice (Crme & Powell. 20070, The
main e ol the NESW EC ~ developing neewerked seructures betwsen
vtlucation and practice — can also he localised wathin the tontext of
researen capacity-budlding nerworks (Qrme & Powell, 2007) which. in
turn, have simiarities witk learning netwarls, Asan essential oy etence
to other networks, a learning network Is created o learning wnd (te
PR Tnetian bs e prodoce karming activicies o new knewledge
prostoction (Knght & Pye. 2005). Leareing networks utihise networks
L0 b il Lo U gronwing needd for cosoperation hetween watking |l
anel vesedteh induieutes, wnd cheir fcus s on bringing woperhier actives
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with & sulhcently hroad diversity of axpartiig bt wha share an
nterest T @ sulficiently simitar developrment {ssue, and this gioup of
i tiots muy consist o | work opranisations, riesearchiens, stachents uncd /o
regional agencies (Alaseini, 2011, p. 18), iy the netwarks of dillerent
sttkehaldir organisations, relocation of the tstitutional boundaries
provides new approaches and pessibilities 1o the shared development
wotk ol the academic world and practice. Therehy, the ralesof siughent,
edieator angd practitioner are able 1o be re=shapedd, Flowever, various
(esties reed 1o e considered.

Chrme and Powell (2007) speak on lsehall of establishing learning
nfrastructures, But they ask, however, how integration can beac ltieved
aeraes all levels within erganisations, In the discoutse on learming
networks created via projects, this same phenemenon is cited as
the poor generative capacdity ol learning outcomes, referring to Lhe
defiviencies in escalating individual learning experiences to the larger
otganisational fevel (Alssoint, 2041

o witan up, this is, and will also be amatier of concernin the development
of the NRSWEC, Withour underestimating the individunl learning
experiences thar are Likely achieved via participation in the resza rebi-related
sctivithes of thie NRSWEC, the ¢ommitment of the organisations — ineluding
universities - ds communities participating in research-based social work
development, need to be strengthensd in ardler 1o increase the tmernal
penerative capacity of the NRSWEC, This lack of penerative capacity has
also baen reported in sarlier Finnish social work education development
wortl, which, however, emphisizes more cenlre- and clinic-based mode!s
in eollaboration with the feld of practice (Muuklkanen el al, 2012).

The ontlook for the integration of education and practice

Sipnificant nfrastrocture linking practice snel the academic world has
been estallished to suppent the realisavion ol the aims of research-basee
ol work, Figsre 1 overleal llustrates the integration of 1he academic
world und praciice.

The NRSWEC operates along the practice=unlvemsity hiundary Hnes
Knowledie transler from the scademic warld Lo prvetice ane vice versa is
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The NESWEC as an arena oy
students, educators and practitioners

not direct, Instead, knowledee and roles (student, practitioner, researcher
ard educator) ate mized and re-produced at the boundaries and can then
be utilised in 2 new form by instinations. The future of the NRSWEC
depends en how this crossover area can he resourced, organised and
utiliseel = by educiors, researchers, students and pracuitioners. [n addinon
to the relaticnship hetween academia and practice, 1t 15 also & question of
inreracion bepseen individuals aad the wc-,rkingm_f_-‘,u.lusaﬁuns. baith e Che
scademic world and praciive.

Notes

i Pracrive cduzetion consiss ol wniversity teachihg eminars, Teetaresd wid
three periods of practical rraining mowerk pleces (33 days durbng the Bachelns
Degree anzl 60 days during the Master's Deégroe].

2 The term ‘practier vducaror bs also Snewn elsewhere as o 'supervisor or
o

1 The live-year Mastor's Degiee in Social Sciences.
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