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@ Demonstration 2.2 |

A Feature-Analysis Approach

Eleanor Gibson proposed that letters differ from each other with respect to their
distinctive features. She proposed the table thart is reproduced below. Notice the
top three kinds of fearures—srraight, curve, and intersection, Notice the Pand R
share many features, However, £ and O have none of these kinds of features in
common, Compare the following pairs of letters to determine the number of
distinctive features they share: E and F; K and M; Z and B; N and M.

Features AEFHILTEMNVWIXYZBCDG]JOPRQSU

Seraighe

horizonmal  + + + +  + + + 4

vertical + 4+ + + + + + = o+ - - + + o+

diag!:un:d.f = + # + + + 4+ *

diagonal % e e R R i

CIJT\"I:

closed + ¥ FiEa o

open V + +

apen H + + 4 -

Intersecdon  + + + + + 4 + + PR

th IJ]'l[!ﬂ'l'.Il.,'}"

evelic change
symmetry  +

-
-
+
+
+

+
+
+
*
+
+
+
-
+
+
4
4
+
e
+

Discontinuiry

vertical + + F # e i e T + %

harizontal + + + o+ *

Sowrce: Gibson, 1969,
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