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Zurab Kiknadze
THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY
Summary

In the chapters 5-11 of the Book of Deuteronomy are given the follo-
wing material: A repetition of the Decalogue which was delivered the first
time at Sinai (Ex. 20) and references to the choice of Israel to be a sepa-
rate people, obedient to the divine commandments. Moses solemnly sum-
mons the people to hear the statuses and judgments of the Lord in which
ihe covenant was contained. For the proper observance ol the law, it will
be necessary to abolish all idolatry. The marriage relation with Canaani-
tes lis forbidden rather on religious motives than ethnical (as it could be
the purity of blood). The blessing and the curse — these are the signs
under which goes the life of the people and the individual. There is no
other way. They have their representatives on the landscape of Canaa by
two opposite mounts -— Gerizim and Gebal. Moses reminds the people of
God’s dealings with them and their various sins and rebellions in order to
warn them against forgetting the Lord and self-righteousness.
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