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Why Saudi Arabia and Iran are bitter rivals
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copyrightREUTERS/EP Almage captionlran's Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (L) and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
Saudi Arabia and Iran are at loggerheads. They have long been rivals, but it's all recently got a lot more
tense. Here's why.
How come Saudi Arabia and Iran don't get along?
Saudi Arabia and Iran - two powerful neighbours - are locked in a fierce struggle for regional dominance.
The decades-old feud between them is exacerbated by religious differences. They each follow one of the two
main sects in Islam - Iran is largely Shia Muslim, while Saudi Arabia sees itself as the leading Sunni Muslim
power.

Estimated distribution of Sunni Muslims in the
Middle East
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Source: CRS, Pew Research, CIA world factbook

This religious schism is reflected in the wider map of the Middle East, where other countries have Sunni or Shia
majorities, some of whom look towards Iran or Saudi Arabia for support or guidance.

Historically Saudi Arabia, a monarchy and home to the birthplace of Islam, saw itself as the leader of the
Muslim world. However this was challenged in 1979 by the Islamic revolution in Iran which created a new type
of state in the region - a kind of theocracy - that had an explicit goal of exporting this model beyond its own
borders.
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Estimated distribution of Shia Muslims in the
Middle East
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In the past 15 years in particular, the differences between Saudi Arabia and Iran have been sharpened by a series

of events.
The 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq overthrew Saddam Hussein, a Sunni Arab who had been a major Iranian

adversary. This removed a crucial military counter-weight to Iranian influence in Iraq, which has been rising
since then.
Flashpoints in Iran-Saudi relations
, .

Execution by Saudis '
of Shia cleric Sheikh !
Nimr al-Nimr Lebanese PM Saad Hariri resigns

Source: Getty, AFP [B|B[C]

How have things suddenly got worse?
The strategic rivalry is heating up because Iran is in many ways winning the regional struggle.
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In Syria, Iranian (and Russian) support for President Bashar al-Assad has largely routed rebel group groups
backed by Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia is trying desperately to contain rising Iranian influence and the militaristic adventurism of the
kingdom's young and impulsive Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman - the country's de facto ruler - is
exacerbating regional tensions.

He is waging a war against rebels in Saudi Arabia's southern neighbour, Yemen, in part to stem perceived
Iranian influence there, but after nearly three years this is proving a costly gamble.

Meanwhile in Lebanon, many observers believe the Saudis put pressure on the prime minister to resign in order
to destabilise a country where Iran's ally, Shia militia group Hezbollah, leads a politically powerful bloc and
controls a huge, heavily armed fighting force.

There are also external forces at play. Saudi Arabia has been emboldened by support from the Trump
administration while Israel, which sees Iran as a mortal threat, is in a sense “backing” the Saudi effort to contain
Iran.

The Jewish state is fearful of the encroachment of pro-Iranian fighters in Syria ever closer to its border.

Israel and Saudi Arabia were the two countries most resolutely opposed to the 2015 international agreement
limiting Iran's nuclear programme, insisting that it did not go far enough to roll back any chance of Iran
obtaining the bomb.

Who are their regional allies?
Broadly speaking the strategic map of the Middle East reflects the Shia-Sunni divide.

Who supports whom
Saudi side Iran side M Split™ M Non-aligned

T
L v Syria
Lebanon—£ Ira
Israel—& q Iran
Egypt Eaahraln
Saudi UAE
Arabia e
Yemen

*Syria: Govt pro-lran, opposition pro-Saudi. Lebanon: Hezbollah pro-Iran, main Sunni
bloc pro-Saudi. Yemen: Govt-in-exile pro-Saudi, Houthi rebels pro-Iran

oEE

In the pro-Saudi camp are the other major Sunni actors in the Gulf - the UAE, Kuwait and Bahrain, as well as
Egypt and Jordan.

In the Iranian camp is Syria's government, which has been strongly backed by Iran, and where pro-Iranian Shia
militia groups, including the Lebanon-based Hezbollah, have played a prominent role in fighting predominantly
Sunni rebel groups.

The Shia-dominated Iraqi government is also a close ally of Iran, though paradoxically it also retains a close
relationship with Washington on whom it has depended for help in the struggle against so-called Islamic State.

How is the Saudi-Iranian rivalry being played out?

This is in many ways a regional equivalent of the Cold War, which pitted the US against the Soviet Union in a
tense military standoff for many years.

Iran and Saudi Arabia are not directly fighting but they are engaged in a variety of proxy wars around the
region.
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Syria is an obvious example while in Yemen Saudi Arabia has accused Iran of supplying ballistic missiles fired
at Saudi territory by the Shia Houthi rebel movement - an incident which heightened the war of words
between the two countries.

But having become bogged down in Yemen and essentially defeated in Syria, Saudi Arabia seems to have its
eye on Lebanon as the next proxy battlefield.

Lebanon risks being tipped into Syria-like chaos but few analysts see Saudi interests prevailing there.

Conflict in Lebanon could so easily draw in Israel in opposition to Hezbollah and this could lead to a third
Israel-Lebanon war far more devastating than any of the previous encounters.

Some cynics wonder if the Saudi crown prince's game plan is to trigger a war between Israel and Hezbollah and
deliver a heavy blow to the group this way!

Are we heading towards a direct war between Saudi Arabia and Iran?
So far Tehran and Riyadh have fought via proxies. Neither is really geared up for a direct war with the other but
one successful rocket attack on the Saudi capital from Yemen could upset the apple cart.

One obvious area where they could come into direct conflict is in the waters of the Gulf, where they face each
other across a maritime border.

But here too fighting could risk a much broader conflict. For the US and other Western powers, freedom of
navigation in the Gulf is essential and any conflict that sought to block the waterway - vital for international
shipping and oil transportation - could easily draw in US naval and air forces.

Military might

s AN Saudi Arabia
Armed forces 563,000 251,500
Battle tanks i 1,513 900
Artillery & 6,798 761

Combatair 4p 336 (Ageing fleetin 338 (Modern fleet
need of repairs)  inc 64 Typhoon jets)

Patrol boats =i 194 11
Submarines s 2
Destroyers/ - - =
frigates
Source: IS5 Military Balance 2017 BEE

For a long time the US and its allies have seen Iran as a destabilising force in the Middle East. The Saudi
leadership increasingly sees Iran as an existential threat and the crown prince seems willing to take whatever
action he sees necessary, wherever he deems it necessary, to confront Tehran's rising influence.

The danger is that Saudi Arabia's new activism is fast making it a further source of volatility in the region.
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0ot MBgds, HMES M3I060L 3ggwdo 56 BBl sGE gBmo bgMgaro. dbmermE 35806 3560396 Mag0l bodenl
"300wIMILO  X3MBIV0, GMIJms @WmbMbos “sMeg30mM Fgdmbggzs80”, s 85806 dogagbs ool
DmBogh XaBgdMb. IbmewmE 85006 dmzgagb b3gbmsb gl BmIogMo XaBIdO  YOHMOYOMI0TMIOL
fobssogdom; dbmmm 95906 ©s0fygdgb obobo B3zgbmsb 3s@omlbo 3o3MHMdL olgm  3ModEHogMw
Lo30mbgdby, OMYMMOEss  oMbGH0s  gobgzbol  [obsswdgy, 9B @obsbfm®mmds, b6 gMmzbmaro
030004MR5Md; s IXJMs s 30990™3690, MMI 35306 B396 993degdm d0z(3900 o obgmo AsGBEHYdO,
GHmImgdoE 0s00 ©5333000L, o MmM03g bowbo Fgdwgdl 43900390 dd300MdOBs© ©s FologMo
03bmzmOML. 53653 JOHEIOMO gBs LYoo Tgmsbbdgdolisggh sGol G306oL 3ggwro, 699 3swgbBobsdo

0bgo0 dsEsMBEYdOL 35633303909, HMIgwoa d9Mfig3gwo 0d6gds 659d0LdogMHO sMdMWO Fog3wrgbolsmzol,
96 LHMOY© 0LYEO JsEsMRWGDY, HMIJLE JOMAZ0E sGSdYdO.

Lbgs LoGyzgdom, 3gbm3z0L sGBYIMBL JMMSEIMMO b dMBozseo Fgmsbbdgdolomzol: gl 5@l Fgmsbbdgdols
900930L y39e56506 (3005%7 59555050 VLMW MEHMMO GOl MJAs [G0GHIGHOL ILILGWO].

3o0gbBH0bgE 5M5dJPOL 5MbEsm JOMOGMS ©JIMYMSBOIO w30MsBIbmdol d9ggdbol dodo. 1948-49
0. @380 obGmsgwol go8s0x3900l 890y «Lodsbo@m  3seglBobol”  EGgmhoGMmMosbHy sMdMS
65m©gbMds 3339005 999(306005: Fo5m0 FIGHIUIMBS WEGHMEIZOWS® 0g35.

1339 1948 ol dmeml gdMegergdds 0o MMz gbmds (86 3Gm39bE0) 895a0bgl doerglBobol
00 BH9OHoGHMOM0sDg, HMIGE0oE Jom oMM, 9699 oLMsgEol bsbgerdfoxrmdo (ob. gbMowo 5.1). sdob

9909y 0LOSgEOL  sdmEsbs 0gd3ds oL, GMI SO ©s9d3s 08539 BHIMOGHMM0sDY MO0
3653w qLedOL bgwsbswro dgJdbs.

0mEm EOHMOL IIMYMIGR0YE0 MGoErMds 30 230639690L, MMA 53 sdMESBOL Tgltrmegds vy MgGH™
dbgero bogds.
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XX bo39bol 3o6mzggw bobgzsmdo s MYBOM 5EEYE, F90s0 11033000w056MdOL gsdm (Foblsgmo-
9000 5bsETMBOW ™S S 8530305 FMMOL) SMVBdMS MOMEIbMds TgEoMgdom bgws 0bBMEIdMs. XX
L3960l Igmeyg bsbg35MTo 30 MEBs3 W3 GdMEO FMdIEMBOL 30MMBIOT0, ToaMsd 8339MMO©
3993060900 1503300W056MBOL godm, 5Msdgd0L dbgdMO30 F5EJool 3MgBOEOIEEO Fo0bsM©s S
QOO 250095F56BS JOEMdgEgdoL 396gdMH03 65ToB.

oMol dmbobergmds 1948-2016 fargddo Mgwoa09d0L dobgzom
(93bMEEHO HoEbmgbmds 50slgddo s oo 3GMm3gbE)ddo)

oo Loy 906M0gegdo dMberodgdo  JMolGosbgdo  OMHBIdO  ©IYIbgo*
1948  5db. 1173,9 1013,9 111,5 34,0 14,5
% 100,0 86,4 9,5 2,9 1,2
1961  sdL. 22342 1981,7 174,9 51,3 26,3
% 100,0 88,7 7.8 2,3 1,2
1972 sdb. 3225,0 2752,7 360,6 73,8 37,8
% 100,0 85,3 11,2 2,3 1,2
1983  sdL.  4118,6 34125 542,2 95,9 68,0
% 100,0 82,9 13,2 2,3 1,6
1995  sdb.  5612,3 4522,3 811,2 120,6 92,2 66,0
% 100,0 80,6 14,5 2,1 1,6 1,2
2001 sdL.  6508,8 5025,0 1004,6 138,5 106,3 230,9
% 100,0 77,2 15,5 2,1 1,6 3,6
2010  sdL.  7552,0 5703,7 1286,5 151,7 125,3 285,5
% 100,0 75,5 17,0 2,0 1,7 3.8
2016 sdL.  8628,6 6446,1 1524,0 168,3 139,3 350,0
% 100,0 74,7 17,7 1,9 1,6 4,1

§gocm: State of Israel. Central Bureau of Statistics. 2017
(1961, 1972, 1983 5 1995 {jemgdol dmbobagmdol sefig@gdol dmbszqdgdo s
00906569 LEHsGHOLEGH0Zs 1948, 2001, 2010 s 2016 {ergdobomgol)
* 1995 {987 «ovgbwo MHgEoao0l” 30MHgdL JMoliE0sbgdl Josmzwobgb.

3bOodo G000 359mgbgdos, HrYm®E 93580Mm 4563535390910, M5YE Ol do gdmy-
ox50mwo Ubgsmds Mgwoaom®o bodboom w390 BbL, 300Mg gmbozm@o 6odboor: Fogswoms,
JOOLEH006 56100gdLS s FMLE0d 5MHdYOL 9339005 3oblbzs39dE0 YIMYMIBOEO J3g3s SHOLOS-
®0m. 39OEs 530LY,  “GPOMYMBS” JODEOMMWSIE MHIEOY05(350 S JOBOZMOMB3: JPMIWO ©S
09909390 500b60869gds 90 LOEHY300 “0vEO”. LOZMMIMO BHYJORO0L 53 3O IbMZsb0 M-
Bgd0 3538 00RbBY396 (3939 JbM-M9w0Q0MM X AMBo©.

9939 MBS 00935, HMA “OgEr0g0Ho 3Mm3bowgds” 56 Bodbogl, GMI 58056900 oM sz FmEf-
069900 960b. FsM050s, FMleErodgdol 1dgEgbmds S Y39 MOHOMMEM®MILO JOMmIGO MHIWOROE
§9LgdL 9OMYo© 0393L, Fog™sd JoMmOgegdol oo bofioco (bmemm “@smagbywo” Mgwwogool
3Q59006900L  dM53wglmds) BYIMWIOHWEOs S OHJOFOWE MHOGNsEgdol TBMEME GO0l
3500 50l gdL.

Omamm3 3bOOWOoEsH Bbl, obMsgeol dImbsbagmdol ©obsdogs 1948 (eosb dsgrosh LfMsgo
BMoL G9gbabEosl s9:053690s.

906900600 X 3IBgd0L 0653030 85B3969dwgd0o sblbzszgd M.
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o oLy do, MHMIGE0oE MOPBMEo 356Mmbol Msbsbds, «gdMsmwo Lsbgwdfoxgms”, gdMmsmEo
dlobangmdol ®oEgbmzgbmdol BOsl oo dmmwo@oznmo 360d36gwmds 9boFgds. gdMmsgwms Mos-
be3gbmds 1948-2016 (engddo 6,4-x 96 250DsMS. 53559500 0LEMdgEo FbmBwomdo 306390 Labgwdfo-
Gms  9OMIJMS M3mEgbmdol dbMog: 2016 fgab o @EbmgHmdEs 6,5 dowrombo goMogmo, sbv
Abmgmom gOMmOgEMmdol 44 30M3E96¢0. JOIMIIWDs Mom©gbmdom Tgmeg 50w Bgs 58, Losg Tom
6HoEbmgbmdsl 5,7 dogrombs dooBbgzab. gu M3565L3bgeo  FsB39bgdg0  3oOHMBOMOS, oY
599603500 0b@gblomGms bEgds JOMmsgEgdol FgMmgzs 9M5-gdMegEgdmsb: ¥936M0s obgmo, 3063
§06535M005 MgE0g05L, 09Es0HBAL, st JoLEI3L s Mgl JOMOYEPSW/0¥IIZILS© 505 Foohbygl.

o 919003900l MoEbMgbmds 1948 (eosb 2016 (ersdg 1367 (1) 3OHmEgbG0m 350DoMs.
dmLeodms MoEbgol 13-bsbggatxg® do@gdsbg 00mddgs olmagwol dogH smdmlagwgo 0genls-
@030l 569JL0sd 1967 figaml: olmsgerol bobgedformdo ImLgrodms MoEbmgbmdsd 0d fgwofol 30
360m396GH0m  9m0Ts@s. o0 dbmem gu dgdsbogmEo BsdsGo o6 @odbsts slgmo BEEOL
FoJAHMM0.  39000Y439H0 0gm s SOHOL  dogr0sh oo  dbgdMmogo  BodsGo  (faromMo 3,0
3603963900Y). 56500 IMLE0do Jogrgdol Jomswo bsymxuogmgdol fyswmdom dbmem©1972 fuosb
2016 Gersdg gobgaroe 44 Fgeofodo (59 3960Mm@do olimsgerdo dMlerodo dmbobwgmdols d98migwms
oM dmIbEoMs) IMbeodgdol MoEbmabmdsd 423 3OMmEgbEH0m 00s@s. FJEMGOOLOMZOL, 03539
396000mEdo oLEIWOL oMo Tmlsbrgmds s0bsMEs “byryan” 234 3Gm3gbG0m, dovbgrsgzsw
000Uy, M3 08 OHML EIx80JLBOMES OEO 0T0YMIGF0S, FOMOMIPI, YMROWO LsdFMMS J5380HOWSD.
o JOoLE0s6gd0L MoEgbmabmds 1948-2016 . 3gM0m©do brox g gs0bsMEs. 535%g 0dmgdgos
1990-056 §iergddo  gmmowo LsdFmms  MgbdMde039d0sb  0doyMmo3osdss. 2016  Fagarl  gzgwms
obESgmg  JOHOLEH0BL FMEOL  5MsMOYo  FoMmIMImdoLs ogm 21 3OmEgbGo; Fsm  FmMol
3Q030MdM030  JMolGH0sbo Lmdbgdo s 8gMdbgdo xsddo 3 smslby bsgargdo 09369, bmerm
©365MHBgbo ymBowo Lsd-Fmms 35300006 T99Mm300s, OHMAMOE JOMSMEO MK sbgdOL 569-gdMSgE0
(96 565-0v9939w0, M3 JMMO S 030399) §93M0. gl 39b6sL3BgbO “JHOLEBYdI®” Z0MMBdOMS©
56056 d0Bbgmeo:  Lobsdzowgdo, dso  MIgEJuMdL  Bgoyool Jodsmom  0boxyMgbE o

530300090905 593U.

JOoLE0D 5M00gdL (Y3ges JMHOLEHBOL 79 3MMm3bAL), HMIgE Mz FMLEOD SMBYOMD TJEIMIdO?
2396500 gdol MBOM Jopswo Mb) s MGOM I30Mg MmKsbgdo 5930, HILOsMGOM LEBEZIMYSOY
99065300l MB3O™ 45933900 GH9bgbisos.

LogOmem X930, JOHobE0sbgd0L MoEbmgbmds olimsgewdo yzgumsbyg bgws 0BMmEYdM©Ss, beem dsmo
bggoMomo  flomo  d306HEadmEs: 1948 (gl obobo  dmgwo  BmbsbEgmdol 2,9 36OHm3gbdL

9950099600696, 2016 gl 30 — 1,9 36:m3gbGL.

o O HdoL MoEbmgbmds 03539 39M0M©T0 3bEMbsbY35MX IO F50DsMs. 439w sBY SMLYOOMO
6sbBMBo Fom0 BMEPYBMOOL B0 — 25,4 3O:m 396G JMo ferol 4sbdsgzemdsdo — s0obodbs 1983
ool dmbobergmdol sofigemobsl: sdol dobgHBo oym obs, Mmd 1981 gl obMogeds dmobobs gmasbols
050md0L 9657JLoMYds s sEEOEbs 0od dbmgmgdo MBId0, HMIgEwmsi Imndswsdgmdol Jowgdols
MRwgds dobEs. OMHBYdoL IgBds Bofowds 58 MBEGdom 5O 0LoMIYY-dEs: 0bobo T MdObYdID
obMsgerdo ddog0 33bmgmgdol LESEGMLO 3JmbEgm, M6 0390 9d3m, MMI Jomo Lmgwgdo
6HaLdg LoMOSL B¥MHBPYDS. POHMBIIOL ToBHGOOL JOMOMIPO BOJEHMOO BoPIO FMDSPMDSS.

o oLyl 9.§. «sMaIbgwo MHYoyool» FMLabEgmdss JOMmIMWO MYIBOL sMsgdMgEO
09360900, bs TbmwmE Tsdom  GOMsgegdo:  3oesbol  [goMomeo  39bmbol]  msbsbdo, gL
35658369Wbo GdMogEgdo® 5 0003¢d05b. F500 NI MBS YRS F9IM30©s OLEMSYETo
©5, MIMOONMO®, JOMOGLms M5MmEIbmdol  TsBHgdol MaBbgMzo Tdgodewgds gobgl, 3065006
bLm305¢MO-3MWGHVOMWO 2569 Tom0 JOMGEgdmsb slodowszool fobsdommdals Jabol. dogsd
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obESgEol  MWEGHMIMOHOMEMJLMWO  0MEOLEGMOO  35MG0JP0  ,IMEPIBgo  Bgeogool»
306900Lsg96 3GMOL bo@l Jdboosb.

oLy do JOMIMEo IMbIbEgmdoL FsbmdMOZ0 000Mo30sE 90 5©TMBbEs Ls3dsMobo gombm-Mgro-
309900 Bosblol Fglobs®bmbgdams. vy 1961 gl (gl y3gwsBy by boygwo Fgwo ogm goMsg-
@MdoLsMZ0L IMLabEgmdsdo domo bzg®omo {fmbol ™MZswbsBOHOLOm) sMe-gdMsgurgdo domgeo
dlobangmdol 11,3 36mEgb@b d9sa9bwbgb, 2016 gl gl dsB396909e0 Tmbsbergmdols dgmmbgol
5F56MdgdL. goMOggdol oo, OHmIgwog 1961 (ol momddol dmgwo Imbsbagmdol 89 36Hm3gbEL
8950099605, 2016 ferobomazol 74,7 36:m396@ 999 Bsdmg0s.

olEOYEIWo  EJIMAMOGBJOOL  sHOOM, ™30 JOMIMWO  0F0dMO30S 8339NOMOE 96 Q0BIMIWS
(doBroms MyByMm350 30 MBS FbMEME L3I gMOL J39ybgdol, v3oM3zgmglio 583-0l, gdMorEo
©05L3MMo), M90gb0dg smfiergmaol 8999, XIM 303 XXI by3969gdo, sMsdgd0L MOEbM36mMdT
3900905 490055 F5MDML JOMSYEGOOLSL.

319 3000MYB5T0 oLYIOO bgds OLMSYEOL MEEMIBsE0MbIwolEBMMmOo [itggdol mEbgds dowrgldo-
Boawo 050900l «BHMBLBMOL” (bbgs sGdw d39469ddo Fomo «BgdSYMBEIMBOM” AsLbergdols)
Tgliobgd. Fogod 5M0dMS BHEBLBIMHOL 3ModEB03Mwo gbbmmEogwgds 3830Md0sb0 TIgMmEgdom
399090905, bmm dsgrsMmd®og 906036 §dgbosl 56 ©omsbbdgds LogMmsdmMmobm Lbobmeyos-
©MYOM0MdS, 25BL53MMMYB0M sMdo J39Y69d0. gl 39MRd Lol 3sbbolidy B MdOL TJmby
oGOl 3ME0GH03MNO  JEo@LSE. ©JIMNYMBOMEO  3OMdEgdol LgMombMEwmdol dgacmdbgds
5039990l oGSOl FmOLIFIMIBHI 3 0GH03MLYdL, 0BoJOME M3vy30MIdMo BHgMoGMmM0gdol
39656Bb9gd0L 3t¢0GH030L 3MEgd305bY.

©99maM580 3OMMIWGILmD 53530069000 sOLBYIMBL Lbgs sHBEMOE, M 5MHdJOOL TMdSEMdOL
05639690900 99930600905 s 39ML39dEH035 0LMHYWOLIMZOL SEEF LY BHOSR0IMW0s.

0736905 0bigmo 059, Mobog Gg0degds gMI3L «gIMYMoxz0wwo d9@mdgmds GIMOGMOmO0L BEMdO-
Lomgob».

obedvgerdo Labogmabwm 8608369 mdsl 56039096 Fodbodscrm@mo MomEIbmdol gdMsgwo M93s¢)-
6056¢0L ImboE3L. gl 3OIMdEYTs oLESIWOL LEbYEIFoRML OsMLYSBIY3 0EYS. 98 MZoelsb-
0b00 J0M0MSEO MYHBYMZYSMHO 0ym LEdFMMS 353000 s 396GHMIWMMO J3OM3S, Losa Mdgbody
doombo gdmsgwo bmz®Omds. Foa6sd 3mm3mBGds 40955 Ms JOMmsgEms gbmambooll oo
bsfoaro 396@®sw® 936mHM353d0.

LodFMos 39300606 GOMOgEms LogMdbmdo gdoaMs0s dlodwgdgwo gobs dbmme 1960-0560
Pengdol doffmweosh. bgsms dmMol, @olsdsdo 5ol dobEs 18 Jommggwo gdmsgwol doghH 1968
090l 2oaBo360ds FgM0eds 3o9Mmb 49bgMomo 90360l Labgabyg. LomboBIoL Fodstro Lsd Fmms
906590md0L 9339060 99MdO69ds 2obs30MHMd OliMmsgEOlL g5d56X 39050 «9d3bM05E mddo».

1971-89 Hewgddo 150 50sbds gdMmSgeds  dmobobs seros [000gMs305] LadFMmMs  39300MH0E6
obMogedo, 500 dmeoL 40 smolids — LogoMm39MELD: 5Tl odm GOMOYEGOOLIRE 3MgEH0IMMs©
Q03 0lYOO Josdgdo s IBGO0, MMAMMIBOESS JWsdo, bMsdo, mbo, bgbszo, bobgswo,
LosE OLOBO FMLObEIGMBOL bogMIbMD bsfoel, BmYsb »IMI3EgLMdLSE 30 F95096wbYb.

%5080, 2000 §ewsdg, ympoo bsdFmoms 35300600@sb olMsgwdo fsgows 1,1 dowombby dg@o
500500560, 3500 a0l F9535190000 200 505L5IEY 0gm MK sbol F9360 5M00m©39gero.

XX bom3mbol dmem sofemgmedo obMsgedo M935GHMOMYOIMMO YMBOWOo BsdFMmMS JOMOIGEMdS
Loa®Mdbmdo 0bEgwgdE oo F9bsdgbo 50dmAbEs Fsmo OLEMMOIEO L5FdMdMLIMZOL, MoEY
3500 dMol dMoguo© oym gdodo, dgabogho, 0bgobgmo, bgwmgsbo. J399bol 93mbmdogme Foblgsl
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00331wbo dobs 035653, MM sHsds 030yMsbEJdTs dgddbgl ©sBsGYo0mo Fmmbmzbowmgds Lsdobsm
3mbBY, ImdLobyMHgdsByY.

2003 ol gmgowo LsdFmms 393806006 olMsgedo Folvao g.f. “GOmbgdo” (sbyg MHimogdgd dsom
ob®ygedo!) 939460l dmgeo gdMsmo dmbabagmdol 21 30mEgb@l d9sabbgb. Mwlivyergbmgsbo
990 y39esbg oo 2obs bbgoolbgs d399bgd0sh Bosdmlisbergdmems dmMobl.  “Gomlgdol”
LEOMEO BBLEMOBEF0S CLMsYEs EEYIEY 390 Fgderm: 8500 EOoEOo bsforo mysbdog 30 MMbvyEs©
L5MBIOMBL, J0MHNMEIMBL YO MDO0Z MM 2sHImIOL (CLEMSYETo Tom Y39esHY OO GHOM30
2943m) O MYMMIOL EPOWMOMOZ OB  FHYEJsMbgdL. B0vbgEegs@ 9dols, Fomo wdgEHgbmds
obEMOgEol  mosMo  dmdosdgs. 89300  Bsmsbo  gedmombgzs  M30GMgLbs  dgdatx39bg-
BogombooliBdo 0ggdom.

50539 ©MML, obESYOL  (396GHGOO  bGHGHOLAEH0IMMO dowGOML 2017 ool  dmbsizgdgdoom,
HMIgmsg 09mfdgdl MdOOoLdo §odmdszsco GBMIMEO gsbgmo “0gbmes”, gmxuowo LsdFmms
3938060056 1990-056 {iergd80 oLl Bsbimer M1935GHM0s6GMs 17-05 30m3gbEds oFGM3s 0LbMOIEO
5 0MHOMHEOE 530-80, 356500580, 9MB560580 goEILELEES b Mo30L0 dg3gwo Foblobagdols J399obols
9906, 398006335, M oMYl OHMIMEgbmgsbo sbsEsBMPId0 MBG™ bBHM39d9b, 30eY
5Q030MdM0360, 96 b3S 399690006 Bsdmbivyemgdo. obMsgmosb foligarsl gl 58056900 Blbosh 53
Lobgamdfommdo 3bmzMgdol LodzoMmom, MLOsROHPBMGOOL  3MHMdEXYdgdom, MIWoEooL  5JEHoMGmOo
B6193000 500 3060 3bM3MYd5T0.

oLEOYE0 3EOEMBL Foobogroliml MH935EHM05305 5M296E060sB, LEg3Mbag0sB, 588-00sb, Losa
LoaMAbMdO IO EOSLB3MMJO0s. ToaEed brew MR dbgwo bEgds BOHEOWMIm 5dgMHozobs s
b3 Yo 93MHM30L IEOsMO s 333000 J3946900L JOMOgEMBOL EIYMM0Yds, FMobEObmE seos*
obMsgEdo. ELm-0L J399bgddo sMBIboo gdMmOgEgdol oo bsfowog obMsgedo dwdogs©
5LobEgdol LMzl Bogwgdo 53:0536900.

«99MyM583009wo dgEmdgmdol» 3md3mbybEgdo gdMsgmms FbOH0E 5Ol OL3MGMmOL JOMOgEMS
69353605300L  {obogrolgds, olimsgwol gocMmsmwo dmlbobegmdoll dmdsmdol BMEsbBy BOHMBIs,
0309306090 GYM0GHMM09dDY oMo sbowrdgbgdol doxsMmmgds.

«@3MyMx830o dgGHMdgmdol” 3md3mbgbBHgdo sMsdms IbMHOEIL sMOL 3oerglBobywo wEmego-
@900l EsdMHBIBdOL FMmbMgbs, SEAOWMBMOZ0 sMsd0 IMLEbEgMdOL (MHMAMME oMYl dmdows-
Jgg00bs, 0bg «sbegmgom bs30MBy” s sbol LgdGHm®mdo dgbmzmgdms) IMdIEMBdOL Fswswo mbol
99656Bbgds.

9399 3930 ©IGHIWODIE00m QoBboMos 53 gEHMmdimdol MmO Lszombo, OHMIGEMSE 5835M5©
59300 39MAMB0Oo gobbmIogds: gliss 3o gbBobgwo W EHME30wgdo s JOMmIWo SHowdgbgdo.

35¢rgbhobywro w@Hmegowgdo
1948 figel obmogeol Fotmdo@gdol 9600 J399bgdmsb mddo dm3ygzs °EYHOWMOMOZ0 5MdYO
dmbobgmdol dolmdMogz0 49636 (586mb MB-3M03m (33060 896-4M0MbBOL Labgwmdol mbogg®lo-
39BH0b 0949bgdL FHYM0bL «gmbozmo §dgbws”).

WAHMWZ0O© 043d  SLYMWMBOm  sMILO  3530. F900  MomEIbmdMogo Tgxsligds Lbgoslibgss:
obiesgeo dooBbg3l, HMI wEHMZ0wsE 0J3d 538 505L0 5s30560; oagliGobgungdo SLobgwgdgb 850
205L; 399MHML Fgg30L9005 720 530L0. 3¢ gbEHOBOL 5M9dIEO (M30MsBEHgbo® Fbeodo) dmbsbergmdol
Log@dbmdo Bofogo 539zs M39BEIbLYME 9B ME sHT0GOL 00, OMYMOE oy A50M335, BWIO
0390000, MM 3mG bsbdo sdMYBEIdME 1530l LEbEL. 53 boEbl sEs® dogEs M396 IBMMBIdOL
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L53w)oEgds: oMyl 5MTos 9BYIE0bsE 0393 sbogro Lobgwdfoxzml  EgHoGHMMOL sMdO
«0bGoWEHMGHMMJO0LOYb».

09360 35gbBobgwo sMsd0 googdss 1949 ferol sHagzgxdom ga3033HoL 3MbEGHMmMI39d dmgsgme
@0l UgdBHMOdo  (Lo3MMMO3 923033JF0  WAHMEZ0WYdO 5O Foogl), b6 omMEIbool dog

3b69gboMgdME “@sboggom Bs30Mbs” o 90IMbogmgo 09MHLoE0ddo. WEHMMZ0w 35¢gbEobywms
Loa®abmdO Bafowo 49@og0s dEObsMg 0MMmEIbyby s LE3MMNMOZ 0MMEPIBOSTo ILIbEIS, Los3
50559500 g0 dmbobargmdol dgliadg By dgGlb dgoagbl.

9MLEodo 9050900l dMHWHIdOL I3 MdL goMmsEo Lobgwdfoxm g39wsbsoMs@ ©033900©s,
6500356 356500 gudms, MMI FsbMBIGZ0 IOMMBYDS, 8500 B0 FBSEMBOL Q535 olLfobgdom,
03390005 9933w0Es 0LMSYWOL IIMAMIGOWE BEOYIEHMMSL. obMmsgEol bywolrgwads bagzwgd
bosdodo FooRbyzs  JMOLENB 5GMBGOL. 5oL A5M35oLFObYdOm, Foowrgol Bmgyo Lmywol
dMLe0dds Imbobergmdsd, 0dol dodom, Gmd s §3994b0sb Fobigarolinggh 00dygd9b, 1948 Fgwlizg
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Saudi Arabia: Is this the end of Mohammed Bin Salman's honeymoon?
By Frank Gardner BBC security correspondent

15 October 2018 BBC News
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When President Trump chose Saudi Arabia for his first overseas presidential visit in May 2017 most Saudis
were delighted. They hadn't much cared for his predecessor, Barack Obama. He was never that interested
in the Middle East, they reckoned, and his legacy nuclear deal with Iran was a bad one in their eyes.

But Donald Trump was a man they could do business with. He lifted the Obama-era curbs on weapons sales
for the war in Yemen, he refrained from lecturing them on human rights and he seemed happy for his son-
in-law Jared Kushner to forge an exceptionally close working relationship with Saudi Arabia's all powerful
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman.

A return visit by MBS as he is known, to the White House, the Pentagon and Hollywood ensued. MBS was
similarly welcomed in London, despite anti-war protests that his prosecution of the conflict in Yemen was
fuelling a humanitarian tragedy there.

Journalist Jamal Khashoggi's disappearance has brought crit-i-cisrn of th‘e Saudi Crown Prince (L).

At home in Saudi Arabia, Western diplomats hailed MBS's modernising reforms as the long overdue breath
of fresh air the country needed. He lifted the ban on women driving, reintroduced public entertainment
and curbed the power of the unpopular religious police.

At the same time he announced staggeringly ambitious plans to wean the country off its dependence on oil
income by building a $500 billion futuristic city in the desert. Saudi Arabia under MBS was going places
and this time last year the world beat a path to his door, flocking to attend his inaugural Future Investment
Initiative in Riyadh.

A lot has changed. The warning signs that MBS may not be quite the liberal reformer the West had hoped
for came when he arbitrarily locked up dozens of princes and business figures last year in a luxury hotel,
accusing them of corruption. He briefly detained Lebanon's Prime Minister Saad Hariri, allegedly forcing
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him to resign. He also ordered the arrest of anyone who dared to question his reform agenda, even with just
a simple tweet.

But it was the deeply suspicious disappearance inside the Saudi consulate on 2 October of his most
prominent critic, Jamal Khashoggi, that has caused even his close ally Donald Trump to talk of “severe
punishment” if Saudi government guilt is proven. We can retaliate in kind, came the Saudi response on
Sunday, reminding the world of their decisive role in the oil market.

Encouraged by the state-controlled media, many Saudis have rallied round their leadership. There is even a
popular rumour that what happened in Istanbul is all a plot by Qatar and Turkey to discredit the blameless
Saudi kingdom. But privately, others are now questioning whether the 33-year old prince, the man once
hailed as a visionary saviour of Saudi Arabia, has gone too far.

He has pitched his country into a costly and seemingly unwinnable war in Yemen. He is embroiled in a
damaging dispute with neighbouring Qatar, he has quarrelled with Canada over human rights and he has
locked up dozens for peaceful protest while alienating many in royal and business circles. More
conservative Saudis may well be hankering for quieter times.

Jamal Khashoggi death: UK, France and Germany challenge Saudis
BBC news 21 October 2018

The UK, France and Germany have denounced writer Jamal Khashoggi's killing, demanding urgent
clarification from Saudi Arabia over his death.

A joint statement said the explanation that Mr Khashoggi died after a “fist fight” in the consulate in Istanbul
needed “to be backed by facts to be considered credible”.

President Donald Trump earlier said he was “not satisfied” with the account.

And Turkey's president on Sunday vowed to reveal the truth about the death.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he would make a statement on the matter in parliament on Tuesday.

“We are looking for justice here and this will be revealed in all its naked truth,” he told a rally in Istanbul.

Mr Khashoggi entered the consulate on 2 October to sort out divorce papers. Saudi Arabia initially said he had
left shortly afterwards but has now admitted he died inside the building.

What is in the joint statement?

The UK, France and Germany expressed shock at the death, saying: “Nothing can justify this killing and we
condemn it in the strongest possible terms.”

They said they noted the Saudi explanation, but added: “There remains an urgent need for clarification of
exactly what happened... beyond the hypotheses that have been raised so far in the Saudi investigation, which
need to be backed by facts to be considered credible.”

The nations said they would not make a judgement until further explanation had been detailed.

They said: “We therefore ask for the investigation to be carried out thoroughly until responsibilities are clearly
established and that there is proper accountability and due process for any crimes committed.”

Media captionCCTV footage shows missing Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul

What have other nations and groups said?
On Saturday, Mr Trump said: “I'm not satisfied until we find the answer.”
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But the US president said that, although sanctions were a possibility, halting an arms deal would “hurt us more
than it would hurt them”.

US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin repeated that on Sunday, saying talk of sanctions was “premature”.
Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland said the Saudi “explanations offered to date lack consistency and
credibility” while Australian PM Scott Morrison said: “This cannot stand. This will not do.”

Amnesty International has called the Saudi explanation a whitewash of “an appalling assassination”.

The Washington Post, which published articles by Mr Khashoggi, said the Saudi government had “shamefully
and repeatedly offered one lie after another”.

"The Government of Saudi Arabia has
shamefully and repeatedly offered one lie
after another in the nearly three weeks
since Jamal Khashoggi disappeared in
their Istanbul consulate. Offering no
proof, and contrary to all available
evidence, they now expect the world to
believe that Jamal died in a fight following
a discussion. This is not an explanation; it
is a coverup. President Trump, Congress
and leaders of the civilized world should
demand to see verifiable evidence. The
Saudis cannot be allowed to fabricate a
face-saving solution to an atrocity that
appears to have been directed by the
highest levels of their government.” —
Fred Ryan, Publisher and CEQ, The
Washington Post

What's the latest from the Saudis?

Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir spoke to Fox News on Sunday.

He suggested individuals had attempted to cover up the killing to his government and that it did not know the
details.

“The individuals who did this did this outside the scope of their authority. There obviously was a tremendous
mistake made, and what compounded the mistake was the attempt to try to cover up,” Mr Jubeir said.

He added: “We want to make sure that those who are responsible are punished.”

Mr Jubeir also said: “We don't know where the body is.”

So far Saudi Arabia says it has arrested 18 people, sacked two aides of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and set up a body, under his leadership, to reform the intelligence agency.

Do the Saudis have support?

Yes, from a number of regional neighbours.

On Sunday, Kuwait was the latest ally to praise King Salman for his handling of the case, saying it showed “the
kingdom's keenness and commitment to establish the truth and its respect for legal principles to bring to account
those behind this regretful event”.

Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates have been among those reflecting similar praise.

Saudi media on Sunday echoed this. The al-Riyadh newspaper reported a “wide welcome” of the government's
“justice and firmness”.

Where is the investigation now?

Turkey on Saturday said it would release all the details and that it would not allow a cover up.

Mr Erdogan's planned statement will be eagerly anticipated.

Although Turkey has so far stopped short of officially blaming Saudi Arabia for the killing, investigators have
said they have audio and video evidence which shows Mr Khashoggi, was killed by a team of Saudi agents
inside the consulate.

Police have searched the nearby Belgrad forest in Istanbul where they believe the body may have been taken
and one official was hopeful its fate would be known “before long”.
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Both the consulate and the residence of the Saudi consul have been searched too.

Reuters reported on Sunday it had spoken to a Saudi official who said Mr Khashoggi had died in a chokehold
after resisting attempts to return him to Saudi Arabia. His body was then rolled in a rug and given to a local “co-
operator” to dispose of.

A Saudi operative then reportedly donned Mr Khashoggi's clothes and left the consulate.

The official said Saudi statements had changed because of “false information reported internally at the time”.

Saudi Arabia: Five reasons why Gulf kingdom matters to the West

15 October 2018

US President Donald Trump has threatened to inflict “severe punishment” on Saudi Arabia if it is
found to have Kkilled the prominent Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who disappeared while
visiting the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

Saudi Arabia, which has dismissed as “lies” claims by Turkish officials that Mr Khashoggi was murdered
by Saudi agents, has vowed to respond to any punitive action by Western powers “with greater action”.
But what are the possible implications?

1. Oil supply and prices

Saudi Arabia possess about 18% of the world's proven oil reserves and is the world's biggest oil exporter,
according to the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec).

This gives the country significant power and influence on the global stage.

If, for example, sanctions were imposed by the US or other countries, the Saudi government could respond
by cutting its oil production, which would push up global prices unless other exporters made up the
shortfall.

In an editorial published on Sunday, the general manager of Saudi-owned Al Arabiya TV, Turki
Aldakhil, said that imposing sanctions on the kingdom would result in an “an economic disaster that
would rock the entire world”.

“If the price of oil reaching $80 (£61) angered President Trump, no one should rule out the price jumping
to $100 (£76), or $200 (£152), or even double that figure,” he wrote.

Any increases would trickle down to consumers, increasing prices at petrol pumps.

2. Military contracts

Saudi Arabia had the third-largest defence budget in the world in 2017, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (Sipri).

That year the country signed a $110bn (£84bn) arms deal with the US, with options running as high as
$350bn over 10 years. The deal was described by the White House as the single biggest in US history.
Where does Saudi Arabia import arms from?

(2013 - 2017)
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Other countries supplying weapons to Saudi Arabia include the UK, France and Germany.
Mr Aldakhil's editorial suggested that as a counter-measure to any sanctions, Riyadh could possibly look
to China and Russia to fulfil its military needs.

3. Security and terrorism
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Western powers have stressed that Saudi Arabia plays a crucial role in maintaining security in the Middle
East and combating extremism and terrorism.

UK Prime Minister Theresa May has defended maintaining a close relationship with Saudi Arabia despite
its forces being accused of war crimes in the conflict in Yemen by insisting it “has helped keep people on
the streets of Britain safe”.

The kingdom, which is the birthplace of Islam, is a member of the US-led global coalition battling the
Islamic State (IS) group and last year formed an Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition with 40
other Muslim states.

Mr Aldakhil speculated that the “trusted exchange of information between Riyadh and America and
Western countries will be a thing of the past” if measures are taken in response to the disappearance of Mr
Khashoggi.

4. Regional alliances

Saudi Arabia has worked closely with the US to counter the influence of Iran.

The Sunni and Shia Muslim powers have engaged in proxy conflicts across the Middle East for decades.In
Syria, Saudi Arabia has backed rebel factions trying to overthrow President Bashar al-Assad, while Iran
has, along with Russia, helped turn the tide of the war decisively in his favour.

In his editorial, Mr Aldakhil warned that improved relations between Saudi Arabia and Russia as a result
of US sanctions and new arms deals could “lead to a closeness to Iran and maybe even a reconciliation
with it”.

5. Trade and investment

The Al Arabiya general manager also said US companies could be “deprived” of access to the Saudi
market.

US goods and services trade with Saudi Arabia totalled $46bn in 2017, with the US enjoying a trade
surplus of $5bn. The US commerce department estimated that the bilateral trade supported an estimated
165,000 jobs in the US in 2015.

Where does Saudi Arabia import its goods from?
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In August, Saudi Arabia froze all new trade with Canada over its “interference” in the kingdom's domestic
affairs, describing Ottawa's call to release detained civil society and women's rights activists a violation of
Saudi sovereignty.

The kingdom also blocked imports of Canadian grain and decided to order home thousands of Saudis on
government-funded scholarships at Canadian universities.
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